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Mr. President,
Colleagues,

This year marks the 75th anniversary of the victory in the World
Anti-Fascist War and the founding of the United Nations (UN). Yester-
day, the high-level meeting to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the
UN was held. The meeting was a significant one, as it reaffirmed our
abiding commitment to the purposes and principles of the UN Charter
on the basis of reviewing the historical experience and lessons of the
World Anti-Fascist War.

Mr. President,

We humans are battling COVID-19, a virus that has ravaged the
world and has kept resurging. In this fight, we have witnessed the efforts
of governments, dedication of medical workers, exploration of scientists,
and perseverance of the public. People of different countries have come
together. With courage, resolve and compassion which lit the dark hour,
we have confronted the disaster head on. The virus will be defeated. Hu-
manity will win this battle!

—Facing the virus, we should put people and life first. We should
mobilize all resources to make a science-based and targeted response.
No case should be missed and no patient should be left untreated. The
spread of the virus must be contained.

—Facing the virus, we should enhance solidarity and get this
through together. We should follow the guidance of science, give full
play to the leading role of the World Health Organization, and launch a
joint international response to beat this pandemic. Any attempt of politi-
cizing the issue or stigmatization must be rejected.

—Facing the virus, we should adopt comprehensive and long-term
control measures. We should reopen businesses and schools in an or-
derly way, so as to create jobs, boost the economy, and restore economic
and social order and vitality. The major economies need to step up mac-
ro policy coordination. We should not only restart our own economies,

BEIJING REVIEW NO.43 OCTOBER 22, 2020

ERAE,
CZAGIE Y

AEERM AR SRR TSR, thi2ikE
ESCL . MR, ReEBEEMTOES,
TCHEARRGL T D SRR AN, B HONERS
FE SE R S A ki, B EEE L.

R

NEIEAERBEIRBEE A T4 TERE
R, BRAMRE . TNTHE T &EBUTHISS
Nv BEFF NG Bl TR RS EER
AR A EARSFEME, RIEAREER
JOEMBINE T Pl K, M5 T R
BEIGARBNLINE, R T AR

—HARERE, BOTERATARE L, EWE
EFS. BEHE YRR, BEEBE, REIER,
A — G, AR, Boua
e,

—HARENE, BRATEIGREISS Rt
SORFFRIARE M, R R IR DAL S
YRR, HESHEPBREBIRCE, BHT iR
i, BOSBHRH. {584k,

—TIXRERE BRI 2T ST
. ZAFEHEMENETE Y, Q&
BT, WEATALEMFITE ), ERARHK



DOCUMENT / X &

but also contribute to global recovery.

—Facing the virus, we should show concern for and accommodate
the need of developing countries, especially African countries. The in-
ternational community needs to take timely and robust measures in such
fields as debt relief and international assistance, ensure the implementa-
tion of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and help these
countries overcome their difficulties.

Seventy-five years ago, China made historic contributions to winning
the World Anti-Fascist War and supported the founding of the United
Nations. Today, with the same sense of responsibility, China is actively
involved in the international fight against COVID-19, contributing its
share to upholding global public health security. Going forward, we will
continue to share our epidemic control practices as well as diagnostics
and therapeutics with other countries, provide support and assistance
to countries in need, ensure stable global anti-epidemic supply chains,
and actively participate in the global research on tracing the source and
transmission routes of the virus. At the moment, several COVID-19
vaccines developed by China are in Phase III clinical trials. When their
development is completed and they are available for use, these vaccines
will be made a global public good, and they will be provided to other de-
veloping countries on a priority basis. China will honor its commitment
of providing US$2 billion of international assistance over two years,
further international cooperation in such fields as agriculture, poverty
reduction, education, women and children, and climate change, and sup-
port other countries in restoring economic and social development.

Mr. President,

The history of development of human society is a history of our
struggles against all challenges and difficulties and our victories over
them. At present, the world is battling the COVID-19 pandemic as it
goes through profound changes never seen in a century. Yet, peace and
development remain the underlying trend of the times, and people ev-
erywhere crave even more strongly for peace, development and win-win
cooperation. COVID-19 will not be the last crisis to confront human-
ity, so we must join hands and be prepared to meet even more global
challenges.

First, COVID-19 reminds us that we are living in an interconnected
global village with a common stake. All countries are closely connected
and we share a common future. No country can gain from others’ dif-
ficulties or maintain stability by taking advantage of others’ troubles. To
pursue a beggar-thy-neighbor policy or just watch from a safe distance
when others are in danger will eventually land one in the same trouble
faced by others. This is why we should embrace the vision of a com-
munity with a shared future in which everyone is bound together. We
should reject attempts to build blocs to keep others out and oppose a ze-
ro-sum approach. We should see each other as members of the same big
family, pursue win-win cooperation, and rise above ideological disputes
and do not fall into the trap of “clash of civilizations”. More importantly,
we should respect a country’s independent choice of development path
and model. The world is diverse in nature, and we should turn this diver-
sity into a constant source of inspiration driving human advancement.
This will ensure that human civilizations remain colorful and diversified.

Second, COVID-19 reminds us that economic globalization is an
indisputable reality and a historical trend. Burying one’s head in the
sand like an ostrich in the face of economic globalization or trying to
fight it with Don Quixote’s lance goes against the trend of history. Let
this be clear: The world will never return to isolation, and no one can
sever the ties between countries. We should not dodge the challenges of
economic globalization. Instead, we must face up to major issues such
as the wealth gap and the development divide. We should strike a proper
balance between the government and the market, fairness and efficiency,
growth and income distribution, and technology and employment so as
to ensure full and balanced development that delivers benefit to people
from all countries, sectors and backgrounds in an equitable way. We
should pursue open and inclusive development, remain committed to
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building an open world economy, and uphold the multilateral trading re-
gime with the World Trade Organization as the cornerstone. We should
say no to unilateralism and protectionism, and work to ensure the stable
and smooth functioning of global industrial and supply chains.

Third, COVID-19 reminds us that humankind should launch a green
revolution and move faster to create a green way of development and
life, preserve the environment and make Mother Earth a better place for
all. Humankind can no longer afford to ignore the repeated warnings of
Nature and go down the beaten path of extracting resources without in-
vesting in conservation, pursuing development at the expense of protec-
tion, and exploiting resources without restoration. The Paris Agreement
on climate change charts the course for the world to transition to green
and low-carbon development. It outlines the minimum steps to be taken
to protect the Earth, our shared homeland, and all countries must take
decisive steps to honor this Agreement. China will scale up its Intended
Nationally Determined Contributions by adopting more vigorous poli-
cies and measures. We aim to have CO, emissions peak before 2030 and
achieve carbon neutrality before 2060. We call on all countries to pur-
sue innovative, coordinated, green and open development for all, seize
the historic opportunities presented by the new round of scientific and
technological revolution and industrial transformation, achieve a green
recovery of the world economy in the post-COVID era and thus create a
powerful force driving sustainable development.

Fourth, COVID-19 reminds us that the global governance system
calls for reform and improvement. COVID-19 is a major test of the gov-
ernance capacity of countries; it is also a test of the global governance
system. We should stay true to multilateralism and safeguard the inter-
national system with the UN at its core. Global governance should be
based on the principle of extensive consultation, joint cooperation and
shared benefits so as to ensure that all countries enjoy equal rights and
opportunities and follow the same rules. The global governance system
should adapt itself to evolving global political and economic dynam-
ics, meet global challenges and embrace the underlying trend of peace,
development and win-win cooperation. It is natural for countries to have
differences. What’s important is to address them through dialogue and
consultation. Countries may engage in competition, but such competi-
tion should be positive and healthy in nature. When in competition,
countries should not breach the moral standard and should comply with
international norms. In particular, major countries should act like major
countries. They should provide more global public goods, take up their
due responsibilities and live up to people’s expectations.

Mr. President,

Since the start of this year, we, the 1.4 billion Chinese, undaunted by
the strike of COVID-19, and with the government and the people united
as one, have made all-out efforts to control the virus and speedily restore
life and economy to normalcy. We have every confidence to achieve
our goals within the set time frame, that is, to finish the building of a
moderately prosperous society in all respects, lift out of poverty all rural
residents living below the current poverty line, and meet 10 years ahead
of schedule the poverty eradication target set out in the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

China is the largest developing country in the world, a country that
is committed to peaceful, open, cooperative and common development.
We will never seek hegemony, expansion, or sphere of influence. We
have no intention to fight either a Cold War or a hot war with any coun-
try. We will continue to narrow differences and resolve disputes with
others through dialogue and negotiation. We do not seek to develop only
ourselves or engage in a zero-sum game. We will not pursue develop-
ment behind closed doors. Rather, we aim to foster, over time, a new
development paradigm with domestic circulation as the mainstay and
domestic and international circulations reinforcing each other. This will
create more space for China’s economic development and add impetus
to global economic recovery and growth.

China will continue to work as a builder of global peace, a contribu-
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tor to global development and a defender of international order. To sup-
port the UN in playing its central role in international affairs, I hereby
announce the following steps to be taken by China:

—China will provide another US$50 million to the UN COVID-19
Global Humanitarian Response Plan.

—China will provide US$50 million to the China-FAO South-South
Cooperation Trust Fund (Phase III).

—China will extend the Peace and Development Trust Fund be-
tween the UN and China by five years after it expires in 2025.

—China will set up a UN Global Geospatial Knowledge and In-
novation Center and an International Research Center of Big Data for
Sustainable Development Goals to facilitate the implementation of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Mr. President,

Colleagues,

The baton of history has been passed to our generation, and we must
make the right choice, a choice worthy of the people’s trust and of our
times. Let us join hands to uphold the values of peace, development, eq-
uity, justice, democracy and freedom shared by all of us and build a new
type of international relations and a community with a shared future for
mankind. Together, we can make the world a better place for everyone.m

(Source: Xinhua News Agency)
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Statement at the United Nations
Summit on Biodiversity
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Xi Jinping, President of the People’s Republic of China
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Beijing, September 30, 2020
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Mr. President,
Colleagues,

At the special moment as the United Nations marks the 75th anni-
versary of its founding and countries around the world strive to emerge
from COVID-19 and promote high-quality economic recovery, the UN
has convened this Summit on Biodiversity. It gives us an opportunity to
discuss major issues of biodiversity protection and sustainable develop-
ment and therefore has both practical and far-reaching significance.

The 15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Conven-
tion on Biological Diversity (COP15) will be hosted by China next year
in the city of Kunming. COP15 offers an opportunity for the parties to
adopt new strategies for global biodiversity governance.

At present, there exists an acceleration of the global extinction of
species. The loss of biodiversity and the degradation of the ecosystem
pose a major risk to human survival and development. COVID-19
reminds us of the interdependence between man and Nature. It falls to
all of us to act together and urgently to advance protection and develop-
ment in parallel, so that we can turn Earth into a beautiful homeland for
all creatures to live in harmony. To that end, I would like to make the
following proposals:

First, we need to adhere to ecological civilization and increase
the drive for building a beautiful world. Biodiversity affects the well-
being of humanity and provides the very basis for the human race to
survive and thrive. The industrial civilization, while creating vast mate-
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rial wealth, has caused ecological crises as manifested in biodiversity
loss and environmental damage. A sound ecosystem is essential for the
prosperity of civilization. We need to take up our lofty responsibility for
the entire human civilization, and we need to respect Nature, follow its
laws and protect it. We need to find a way for man and Nature to live in
harmony, balance and coordinate economic development and ecological
protection, and work together to build a prosperous, clean and beautiful
world.

Second, we need to uphold multilateralism and build synergy for
global governance on the environment. Since the founding of the UN,
the international community has made active efforts toward global envi-
ronmental governance. International instruments such as the Convention
on Biological Diversity, the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change and the Paris Agreement form the legal foundation
for environmental governance in their respective fields. They represent
important accomplishments of multilateral cooperation and enjoy broad
support and participation from the international community. Faced with
the risks and challenges to the environment worldwide, countries share
a common stake as passengers in the same boat and form a community
with a shared future. Unilateralism finds no support; cooperation is the
right way forward. We must firmly safeguard the UN-centered interna-
tional system and uphold the sanctity and authority of international rules
so as to enhance global governance on the environment.

Third, we need to continue with green development and increase the
potential for high-quality economic recovery after COVID-19. Globally,
the coronavirus has wreaked havoc on every aspect of economic and
social development. We need to have our eyes on the long run, have de-
termination and stay the course for green, inclusive and sustainable de-
velopment. The UN’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development points
the way forward, and recognizes biodiversity as an important basis, a
goal and the means for achieving sustainable development. Recognizing
that “our solutions are in Nature”, we could strive to find development
opportunities while preserving Nature, and achieve win-win in both eco-
logical conservation and high-quality development.

Fourth, we need to heighten our sense of responsibility and strength-
en the power of action to tackle challenges to the environment. Being
at varying stages of development, developed and developing countries
have different historical responsibilities and practical capabilities for ad-
dressing environmental issues. We need to uphold the principle of com-
mon but differentiated responsibilities, ensure fair and equitable sharing
of benefits, and accommodate developing countries’ concerns over fund-
ing, technology and capacity building. We need to earnestly fulfill our
commitments, focus on our targets, and effectively reverse biodiversity
loss so as to protect the planet we call home.

Mr. President,

“Ecological Civilization: Building a Shared Future for All Life on
Earth”, which is the theme of next year’s Biodiversity Conference in
Kunming, embodies humanity’s hope for a better future. As the host
country of COP15, China is happy to share with all parties its experience
of advancing biodiversity governance and ecological progress.

—China has pursued development under the vision of building an
ecological civilization. From the traditional Chinese wisdom that the
laws of Nature govern all things and that man must seek harmony with
Nature, to the new development philosophy emphasizing innovative,
coordinated, green and open development for all, China has always
prioritized ecological progress and embedded it in every dimension and
phase of its economic and social development. The goal is to seek a kind
of modernization that promotes harmonious coexistence of man and Na-
ture.

—China has rolled out strong policies and actions. China adopts a
holistic approach to conserving the mountains, rivers, forests, farmlands,
lakes and grasslands, and makes coordinated efforts to advance biodi-
versity governance. We have stepped up national legislation for preserv-
ing biodiversity, and are drawing red lines for protecting the ecosystems.
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We have effected a national parks system, carried out major biodiversity
conservation projects, and increased social participation and public
awareness. For the last 10 years, China has topped the world in forest
resource increase, with more than 70 million hectares of land afforested.
We have made long-term, large-scale efforts to combat sandification
and desertification, and we have effectively protected and restored the
wetlands. We now have one of the world’s largest banks of genetic
resources reserve. Ninety percent of terrestrial ecosystem types and 85
percent of key wild animal populations are under effective protection.

—China has taken an active part in global environmental gover-
nance. China takes seriously its obligations under environment-related
treaties, including on climate change and biodiversity. We have hit,
ahead of schedule, the targets set for 2020 for tackling climate change
and establishing protected areas. As the largest developing country,
China is prepared to take on international responsibilities commensurate
with its level of development, and contribute its part to global environ-
mental governance. Guided by the vision of building a community with
a shared future for mankind, China will continue to make extraordinary
efforts to scale up its nationally determined contributions. China will
adopt even more forceful policies and measures and strive to peak car-
bon dioxide emissions before 2030 and achieve carbon neutrality before
2060, thus making greater efforts and contributions toward meeting the
objectives of the Paris Agreement.

Mr. President,

As the saying goes, “Little by little, grains of soil pile up to make
a mountain and drops of water converge to form a river”. To enhance
biodiversity conservation and global environmental governance require
sustained efforts by all parties. I want to welcome you to Kunming, the
beautiful “Spring City”, next year, to discuss and draw up plans together
for protecting global biodiversity, and I look forward to the adoption of
a comprehensive, balanced, ambitious and implementable framework
of action. Now, let us proceed from this Summit and work in concert to
build a beautiful world of harmony among all beings on the planet. =

(Source: Xinhua News Agency)
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Mr. President,
Colleagues,

On the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the founding of the
United Nations, we gather to commemorate the 25th anniversary of
the Fourth World Conference on Women held in Beijing. The aim is to
promote gender equality and women’s development around the world.
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I am glad to address this event and I wish this high-level meeting a full
success.

Women are creators of human civilization and drivers of social
progress, and they have made extraordinary achievements across all
fields of endeavor. In the ongoing fight against COVID-19, female
medical and epidemic control workers, researchers, community workers
and volunteers over the world, braving danger and working around the
clock, have fought at the front line of the battle. With their dedication
and ingenuity, they have written heroic epics of saving people and pro-
tecting lives. They truly deserve our admiration.

In China, at the height of the battle against COVID-19, more than
40,000 health workers from across the country rushed to Hubei Prov-
ince, which was the hardest hit by the virus, and two-thirds of them were
women. Among them was a nurse from Guangdong Province who had
not yet reached the age of 20. Answering a reporter’s question of wheth-
er she was too young to help others, she said, “The moment I put on the
protective suit, I am not a kid anymore”. Those words moved the whole
nation. In fact, many women medical workers in China, like this girl,
and in their tens of thousands, have taken on the virus bravely by putting
themselves in harm’s way. Their courage and hard work have shown the
very best of the medical profession. Their devotion and sacrifice have
kept the nation intact through difficult times.

M. President,

Over the past 25 years, the powerful message of the Fourth World
Conference on Women held in Beijing has unleashed many positive
changes. The social status of women is significantly higher. Increasingly
women are playing an important role of “supporting half of the sky”.
Indeed, gender equality and women’s empowerment are now important
goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

On the other hand, the spread of COVID-19 worldwide has taken a
heavy toll on economy, employment and people’s life, and has brought
greater challenges to women. As Secretary-General Guterres said, the
gains made in gender equality over the past decades are at risk of being
rolled back. In both containing COVID-19 and promoting post-COVID
economic and social recovery, it is particularly important that we address
the special needs of women and deliver on the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action. To this end, China calls for taking the following
steps:

First, we need to minimize the impact of COVID-19 on women.
‘We need to pay special attention to the health, social and psychological
needs and working environment of frontline women medical workers.
We also need to place the protection of women’s and girls’ rights and
interests high on the agenda of both public health and economic reopen-
ing. In particular, we need to create more job opportunities for women
and crack down on violations of women’s rights and interests. We need
to improve social services, with priority given to special groups such as
pregnant and postnatal women, and children. Special care may be given
to women in difficulty such as those in poverty, old age or with disabili-
ties. Efforts must be made to enhance benefit for women, address their
concerns, and deliver results for their well-being.

Second, we need to strive for genuine gender equality. While posing
unprecedented challenges, COVID-19 also presents an opportunity for
us to draw lessons from it and reshape the future. Global development
needs to be placed on a course that is more equal, inclusive and sustain-
able, and women’s development is an important criterion to gauge its
progress. Protection of women'’s rights and interests must become the
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commitment at the national level. As we pursue post-COVID recovery,
we may create new opportunities for women to participate in decision-
making and be more involved in national, economic, cultural and social
governance. We need to eliminate prejudice, discrimination and violence
against women and make gender equality a social norm and moral im-
perative observed by all.

Third, we need to ensure that women advance at the forefront of
our times. In the 21st century, the aspiration for a better life will be
meaningless without all-round progress in women’s development; this
aspiration can only be achieved when women contribute even greater
vision and strength to this cause. In pursuing development, we need to
protect women'’s rights and interests and improve their lives, and ensure
that women’s development goes hand in hand with economic and social
development. We need to remove barriers and create an enabling envi-
ronment in which women are motivated, their creativity is unleashed to
the full, and they truly feel satisfied, happy and secure. We need to fully
leverage the role of the government and mobilize all stakeholders to
support women and help them live their lives to the full.

Fourth, we need to enhance global cooperation in advancing wom-
en’s development. Without a peaceful and stable global environment and
sustainable development, and without leveraging the UN’s key coordi-
nating role, the cause of women’s development cannot move forward.
We support the UN in making women’s development a priority. Our
Organization should do more, both to eliminate violence, discrimination,
poverty and other old problems and to address new challenges such as
bridging the gender digital divide, so as to make women-related targets
early harvest results of its 2030 Agenda. We also need to support greater
representation of women in the UN system. UN Women should expand
its toolkit for promoting gender equality and improve the global road-
map for women’s development.

Colleagues,

Equality between men and women is a basic state policy in China.
‘We have put in place a legal system comprising over 100 laws and regu-
lations for fully protecting women’s rights and interests. As a matter of
fact, China is recognized by the World Health Organization as one of the
ten fast-track countries in women’s and children’s health. In China, the
gender gap in compulsory education has been largely closed. Women
account for over 40 percent of the country’s workforce, and more than
half of China’s Internet start-up businesses are set up by women.

Five years ago, I proposed a Global Leaders’ Meeting on Gender
Equality and Women’s Empowerment. Now, the host of proposals I put
forward at the meeting for advancing global cooperation in this endeav-
or have all been implemented. And China is prepared to do even more
to support the global cause of women’s development. In the coming
five years, China will donate another 10 million dollars to UN Women.
China will continue to fund the UNESCO Prize for Girls” and Women’s
Education to support this global effort. China also proposes the conven-
ing in 2025 of another Global Leaders’ Meeting on Gender Equality and
Women’s Empowerment.

M. President,

We still have a long way to go and need to work real hard to build a
world in which women are free from discrimination as well as a society
of inclusive development. Let us work together and redouble efforts to
promote gender equality and advance the global cause of women’s de-
velopment.

Thank you. |

(Source: Xinhua News Agency)
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