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Chapter 4: Making Development More
Universally Beneficial: Promoting Special
Groups to Equally Share the Results of the
Cooperative Construction of the
Belt and Road

In the joint pursuit of the BRI, efforts are being made to
promote the protection of the rights and interests of special
groups, including women, children, the elderly, and persons
with disabilities from various countries, aiming to enable them
to participate equally in social life and share the benefits of
developing the joint pursuit of the BRI.

1. Promoting the protection of women’s rights and
interests

Equal employment and safeguarding women’s economic
rights are key factors in improving women’s social and family
status and achieving gender equality.

In April 2016, the Sindh government of Pakistan, several
Pakistani companies, and China Machinery Engineering
Corporation (CMEC) formed a consortium to initiate the
construction of the Thar Coal Field’s open-pit mining project,
which required a significant number of dump truck drivers.
The project employed exclusively Pakistani drivers, establish-
ing a dedicated training center that provided training to tens
of thousands of individuals, including over 50 women. The
employment of female drivers not only increased household
income but also enhanced the social status of women.

Nusrat Bai, originally a tailor in Bhakuo of the Thar dis-
trict, faced financial hardship. After a year of training, she be-
came an outstanding dump truck driver, earning several times
more monthly than before. She said, “Now, I’'m one of the
few in my area who can afford milk, fruit, and good clothes.
Our family’s life has changed tremendously, and it’s hard to
describe how happy I am.”

Mosini Bai is a mother of four children who had no prior
employment. Her family’s livelihood depended solely on her
husband’s small vendor business. She had a strong desire to
work as a dump truck driver. However, according to local cus-
toms, it was nearly impossible for women to work indepen-
dently without the companionship of brothers or husbands.
She said, “The project also hired my husband to support me.
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Now, both of us are working on the project, and we receive a
good income. Our children can go to school, and we are build-
ing a beautiful brick house,” Mosini added.

On the island of Luzon, the Philippines, the Powerchina
International Group Limited Office of the San Marcelino Pho-
tovoltaic Power Project actively optimized the construction
process by creating specific tasks suitable for women, such
as pre-installing bolts and sorting washers. This initiative has
provided nearly a hundred job opportunities for women in
nearby villages. Many local female workers have expressed
that this job increased their income, made them recognize
their worth, and significantly improved their status in their
families.

China is committed to improving healthcare conditions for
women to enhance their health. China Gezhouba Group Com-
pany Limited, which undertook a dam project in southern
Kenya, learned that a local hospital lacked a dedicated mater-
nity ward and essential facilities. Therefore, they invested in
constructing a maternity building, providing pregnant women
and newborns with improved healthcare services.

2. Paying attention to children’s rights and welfare

Children are the future and hope of the world. In the BRI,
Chinese companies strive to promote realizing children’s
rights through donations for education, infrastructure improve-
ment, and volunteer activities, thereby ensuring that children
become the BRI’s essential beneficiaries.

Iraq once had the best educational facilities in the Middle
East, but years of conflict and turmoil have resulted in a short-
age of school buildings. Many students can only attend classes
in makeshift huts or converted shipping containers. To address
the “access to education” challenge, the Iraqi government has
formulated plans for new school construction, prioritizing
it as one of the most urgent projects for the well-being of its
citizens. In the first phase, out of the 1,000 schools tendered,
PowerChina International Group Limited has been contracted
to construct 679 schools in ten provinces. Upon completion,
this project will provide access to education for approximately
430,000 students.

In January 2018, China and Cambodia signed the “Memo-
randum of Understanding of the ‘Love Heart Journey’ Proj-
ect,” aimed at providing medical assistance to children with
congenital heart disease (CHD) in Cambodia. Subsequently,
medical professionals from the two countries conducted
screenings in remote villages across more than ten provinces
in Cambodia, examining tens of thousands of children. One of
the beneficiaries of this program was a Cambodian boy named
Doudang suffering from CHD. Through the collaborative
efforts of medical personnel from both countries, Doudang
successfully underwent free surgery and fully recovered at the
Fuwai Hospital in Yunnan Province, China. The hospital is
also China’s National Center for Cardiovascular Diseases.

In November 2021, the 19th batch of Chinese medical
teams arrived in Senegal, starting a two-year medical as-
sistance mission at the Chinese-aided Children’s Hospital of
Diamniadio. The Chinese doctors’ remarkable medical
skills and a strong sense of duty received high praise and
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widespread acclaim from the local population. As of March
31, 2023, the medical team had conducted outpatient services
for 7,058 patients and performed 3,150 surgeries.

On May 23, 2022, a few days before the International
Children’s Day, the China State Construction Engineering
Corporation’s Egypt branch, in collaboration with four other
Chinese enterprises in Egypt, visited the “African Hope
Learning Center” for refugee children to provide them with
textbooks, stationery, and children’s masks. Emeke Adim, the
Administrative Assistant at the center, expressed that this ini-
tiative would help improve the learning conditions for all stu-
dents and contribute to a brighter future for refugee children.

Similar stories abound. Take Cambodia, for example,
again. With the help of Chinese enterprises, the Cambodian
Children’s Art Welfare Institute boasts a new school building
with kitchens and bathrooms, and its outdated equipment and
facilities have been upgraded...

3. Caring for the rights of disabled individuals

The cooperative construction of the BRI is a significant
platform for inclusive development. While promoting partner
countries’ economic and social development, it also pays at-
tention to the special group of persons with disabilities, help-
ing them hone their skills and making them participants and
beneficiaries of the joint pursuit of the BRI.

In Pakistan, China Huadian Group Co., Ltd. actively hires
local individuals with disabilities, providing them with equal
employment opportunities. It built accessible pathways and
elevators in residential and work areas when construction be-
gan. They also accommodate employees with disabilities on
the ground floor of their dormitories, helping them better inte-
grate into the community and realize their dreams and values.

Mr. Mohammad Kashif, the senior financial manager
of the company, cannot walk due to an illness he suffered in
his childhood. Still, he always believed that his physical dis-
ability would never hinder him from achieving his life goals.
Since joining China Huadian Group, he has constantly helped
the company improve its tax system with his excellent com-
petency and professionalism. He works hard to pursue tax
incentives and demonstrate the company’s positive image to
local tax authorities. As a result, he has received the title of
“Outstanding Individual” for multiple consecutive years.

One day in 2022, warm sunlight streamed into a brand-
new kindergarten in Peru, where a little girl named Yamile,
who suffered from a degenerative neurological condition,
sat happily in her classroom, reciting her favorite poem once
again. Five-year-old Yamile, who could not walk due to her
illness, had previously been carried up and down the stairs
by her teachers. Thanks to an electric wheelchair donated by
Powerchina International Group Limited, Yamile could navi-
gate the building using elevators and accessible pathways. The
restrooms also feature disability-friendly facilities, making it
much more convenient for disabled students like Yamile.

At the Parnassos Ski Resort in the central part of Greece,
40-year-old alpine skier George Sfaltos is diligently train-
ing with a customized sit-ski, trying to earn a spot at the
2026 Winter Paralympics taking place in Milan and Cortina
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