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Introduction

In 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping proposed the joint con-
struction of the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st-Century
Maritime Silk Road, known as the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
The BRI aims to enhance all-dimensional and multi-tiered ex-
changes and cooperation among relevant countries, fully tap into
and leverage each country’s development potential and compara-
tive strengths, and create a community of shared interests, shared
responsibility, and shared destiny. It seeks to promote development
through cooperation and human rights through development to ad-
vance the joint development and prosperity of partner countries and
enhance the well-being of all humanity.

Over the past decade, as a crucial practical platform for build-
ing a community with a shared future for humanity, the BRI has
attracted participation from more than 150 countries and over 30
international organizations. It has driven investment of nearly one
trillion dollars, generated a multitude of cooperative projects, creat-
ed numerous job opportunities for partner countries, and helped lift
thousands upon thousands of people out of poverty. Over the past
decade, the BRI has become a highly popular international public
good, a global cooperation platform, and a path to happiness, aiding
partner countries in promoting human rights protection and achiev-
ing a better life.

Promoting and safeguarding human rights is a common cause
for all of humanity. Today, in the 21st century, hunger, poverty,
conflicts, and environmental pollution persist while the develop-
ment gap continues to widen. Many countries still face practical
challenges like insufficient development momentum, relatively
low overall development performance, and outdated infrastructure,
which challenge the development of human rights and global hu-
man rights governance. The vision of common development and
actual achievements embodied in the Belt and Road’s cooperative
construction have contributed to China’s strength in advancing the
global human rights cause and offered Chinese wisdom for improv-
ing global human rights governance.
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Chapter 1: Initiatives Aiming to Achieve
Common Development and Promote the
Enjoyment of Human Rights for All

Development is the eternal pursuit of human society. Only
through development can we address the root causes of conflicts,
safeguard the people’s fundamental rights, and meet their aspira-
tions for a better life. Developing countries have put forth the
concept of the right to development to seek equal and fair devel-
opment opportunities, and the right to development has become
a universally recognized fundamental human right in the interna-
tional community.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights emphasizes that
“everyone... has the right to enjoy the realization of all economic,
social and cultural rights necessary for his dignity and the free de-
velopment of his personality.” In 1986, the United Nations (UN)
General Assembly adopted the Declaration on the Right to Devel-
opment, clearly proclaiming that the right to development is an
inalienable human right, stating that “everyone and all peoples have
the right to participate in, contribute to, and enjoy economic, social,
cultural, and political development, in which all human rights and
fundamental freedoms can be fully realized.” In 1993, the World
Conference on Human Rights adopted the Vienna Declaration and
Program of Action, reiterating that the right to development is a
universal and inalienable right and an integral part of fundamental
human rights. In 2015, the UN adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development, outlining a concrete pathway for implement-
ing the right to development.

The cooperative construction of the Belt and Road Initiative
proposed by China conforms to the historical trend of economic
globalization, the requirements of the times for the transformation
of the global governance system, and the strong desire of people of
partner countries to live a better life. It is an initiative for common
development and for promoting and protecting human rights.

1. Jointly pursuing the Belt and Road Initiative provides
new paths and approaches to achieve the right to
development

In today’s era, humanity faces prominent issues of unbalanced,
inadequate, and unsustainable development and many problems
like hunger, poverty, war, terrorism, environmental pollution, and
climate change, which pose severe challenges to realizing the right
to development. How do we tackle these thorny questions? Coun-
tries worldwide and the international community have been explor-
ing ideas to answer the question. China has put forward the concept
of building a community with a shared future for humanity, using
the joint pursuit of the BRI as a practical platform to promote the
common development of all countries to uplift the living standard
of their people. The concept demonstrates a major country’s respon-
sibility for addressing global challenges and advancing the cause of
human rights worldwide.

Joint pursuit of the BRI is a development initiative that provides
realistic paths and feasible plans for promoting the realization of
the right to development. It takes the “hard connectivity” in infra-
structure as an important direction, “soft connectivity” in rules and
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standards as an essential support, and “heart connectivity” with the
people of the partner countries as a vital foundation. We will con-
tinue consolidating the political foundation of cooperative construc-
tion of the BRI to promote coordinated development among partner
countries by creating synergy for policy communication and plan-
ning connectivity through policy coordination. Guided by major
projects and critical undertakings, we will continue improving the
jointly built BRI’s infrastructure network through facility connectiv-
ity. We will continue unleashing the vitality of mutually beneficial
cooperation by promoting trade and investment liberalization and
facilitation through unimpeded multilateral trade. We will continue
enhancing the jointly built BRI’s diversified investment and financ-
ing system to further collaborate in the financial sector through fi-
nancial connectivity. We will make the BRI’s cooperative construc-
tion better benefit the people of all countries and achieve people-
to-people connectivity by building friendly bridges among nations
worldwide.

The joint pursuit of the BRI is a global public good offered by
China to the international community, characterized by Eastern
wisdom and conducive to achieving common development. This
initiative advocates the principles of consultation, cooperation, and
shared benefits, aiming to achieve complementarity and mutual
benefit. It has opened up new opportunities for global economic
growth, established new platforms for international trade and in-
vestment, expanded new practices for improving global economic
governance, and made new contributions to enhancing the well-
being of people in all countries, thus becoming a path of prosperity
for the common development of all nations.

2. Jointly pursuing the Belt and Road Initiative provides a
practical model for promoting development through
cooperation and advancing human rights through development

The joint pursuit of the BRI embodies people’s aspirations for
peace and tranquility, their pursuit of common development, their
longing for a better life, and their desire for cultural exchange. It is
committed to ensuring that people from partner countries can live
a life free from deprivation, enjoy development, and have dignity.
In essence, this aligns perfectly with the unwavering pursuit of re-
specting and protecting human rights by people worldwide.

The cooperative construction of the BRI aims to promote de-
velopment through cooperation. It aligns with the development and
cooperation plans of international and regional organizations such
as the United Nations, ASEAN, the African Union, the European
Union, the Eurasian Economic Union, and various countries’ devel-
opment strategies. It fosters extensive finance, trade, and investment
cooperation by building upon infrastructure connectivity, effectively
promoting common development. According to a World Bank re-
search report, participation in the BRI is expected to increase trade
among partner countries by 2.8% to 9.7%. UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres believes that the cooperative construction of the
BRI contributes to more balanced, inclusive, and harmonious devel-
opment in economic globalization. It holds significant importance
for addressing the many challenges facing the world today through
international cooperation.
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