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Introduction

China has formulated and implemented three action plans on
human rights since 2009. During this period, the Chinese people
have prospered, their rights have been better protected, the policies
and legal measures protecting the rights of particular groups have
improved, and the legal safeguards for human rights have been
strengthened. China has fully participated in global human rights
governance, making a major contribution to the international cause
of human rights.

The First Centenary Goal of building a moderately prosperous
society in all respects has been realized. The five-year period from
2021 to 2025 will see China set out on a new journey towards the
Second Centenary Goal of building a modern socialist country.

This period will also witness a new beginning for human rights
in China. China’s economy has moved to a stage of high-quality
development, so the country now has more favorable conditions to
advance the cause of human rights. The principal challenge facing
Chinese society is now the gap between unbalanced and inadequate
development and the people’s ever-growing expectation for a better
life, including higher expectations for the protection of their human
rights. In the international arena, the world today is undergoing a
scale of change unseen in a century, exacerbated by the COVID-19
pandemic. The international situation is becoming ever more com-
plex, with mounting instability and uncertainty. The cause of human
rights is encountering new challenges not only in China but through-
out the world.

The Chinese government has reviewed the implementation of
the previous three human rights action plans and summarized the
experience gained. Now it presents the Human Rights Action Plan
of China (2021-2025) (the Action Plan) to define the objectives and
tasks of respecting, protecting and promoting human rights in the
period from 2021 to 2025.

This Action Plan adheres to the constitutional principle of re-
specting and protecting human rights, and the Outline for the 14th
Five-Year Plan for Economic and Social Development and Long-
Range Objectives Through the Year 2035. It follows the spirit
embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other
international human rights conventions.

The guidelines for formulating and implementing the Action
Plan are:

e Following the guidance of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism
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with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era;

e Staying committed to a people-centered philosophy of devel-
opment, believing that a happy life for the people is the most impor-
tant human right;

e Promoting well-rounded development of and common pros-
perity for all the people as the ultimate goal;

e Developing whole-process people’s democracy, safeguarding
social fairness and justice, and resolving the most pressing difficul-
ties and problems which are of great concern to the people;

e Ensuring a higher level of human rights protection for all, so
that they will have a stronger sense of gain, happiness and security.

The basic principles in formulating and implementing the Action
Plan are:

@ Incorporating the development of human rights into the legal
framework;

@ Promoting all-round and balanced development of all human
rights;

e Integrating the general principles of human rights with the real
conditions in China;

e Fully guaranteeing all social members’ rights to equal partici-
pation and development;

e Pooling the efforts of governments, enterprises, public institu-
tions, and social organizations;

e Tapping the potential of digital technology in expanding the
free and well-rounded development of every person.

The targets of the Action Plan are as follows:

e Promoting the free, well-rounded and common development
of all individuals as the general goal. The Chinese government will
hold fast to its people-centered approach, and exert itself to meet the
people’s growing expectations for human rights protection. It will
guarantee the principal position of the people, and ensure that devel-
opment is for the people and relies on the people, and that develop-
ment benefits are shared by the people.

e Protecting the people’s economic, social and cultural rights to
meet their expectation for a better life, and creating more favorable
economic, social and cultural conditions to achieve this goal.

e Safeguarding the civil and political rights and promoting ef-
fective participation in social affairs, thus laying a sound democratic
and legal foundation for well-rounded development of the people.

o Cherishing clear waters and green mountains as invaluable as-
sets. China will continue to respect, work with, and protect mother
nature, and promote the harmonious coexistence of humanity and
nature. It will promote eco-environmental progress and work to
build a beautiful China, in order to create a sustainable environment
for human beings and later generations.

e Reinforcing the equal protection of the rights and interests of
particular groups and providing them with extra assistance, to ensure
all have an equal share in the fruits of development, and to provide
policy support for the well-rounded development of all.

e Conducting extensive research, education, and training, and
building awareness in this field, to create a social atmosphere of re-
specting and protecting human rights.

e Participating in global human rights governance. China will
engage itself in all work relating to the UN human rights mecha-
nisms, propel the international community to establish a more just,
fair, reasonable and inclusive governance system, and work together
to build a global community of shared future.

Compiled under the leadership of the State Council Information
Office and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and reviewed and ap-
proved by the joint meeting for the National Human Rights Action
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Plan, the Human Rights Action Plan of China (2021-2025) is hereby
released by the State Council Information Office.

. Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

China will work to promote common prosperity for its people
and protect their economic, social and cultural rights through the fol-
lowing: consolidating its achievements in poverty alleviation, carry-
ing out the strategy of rural revitalization, prioritizing employment,
implementing the Healthy China Initiative, improving the social se-
curity system, promoting equal access to education, and improving
public cultural services.

1. Right to Basic Standard of Living

China will support further development of formerly impover-
ished areas, by ensuring access to affordable and safe housing, clean
water, safe and secure supplies of food, and convenient transport.

—Connecting poverty alleviation with rural revitalization. As-
sistance mechanisms for low-income rural populations and unde-
veloped areas will be improved, and major alleviation policies and
financial input will remain steady. Follow-up measures will be taken
to help people relocated from inhospitable areas to places with better
economic prospects, by accelerating urbanization of the resettlement
sites.

— Strengthening food security. The government will secure the
supply of major farm produce, including grain, cotton, edible oil,
sugar, meat and dairy products. The strictest controls will be put in
place to keep the country’s farmland above the red line of 120 mil-
lion hectares. The government will create 71.7 million hectares of
contiguous high-standard farmland, establishing agricultural belts
for national food security.

—Promoting food safety. Critical moves will be made to imple-
ment the Program for Ensuring Food Safety, focusing on smart su-
pervision throughout the food processing process from farm to table.

—Ensuring access to safe and clean water. China will construct
new irrigation facilities with a water supply capacity of 29 billion
cu m. By implementing the Program of Water Supply Security for
Rural Areas and the Program of Safe Drinking Water for Rural Ar-
eas, it will raise the tap water coverage in rural areas to 88 percent or
higher.

—Improving housing security. Housing security will be im-
proved by providing more government-subsidized rental housing
and joint-ownership housing. Households in receipt of subsistence
allowances or with low incomes that have difficulty finding housing
will be provided with both public rental homes and housing sub-
sidies. More subsidized rental housing will be built to help special
social groups with housing difficulties, such as new urban residents
and young people. The joint house ownership scheme will be fur-
ther developed to help those who cannot afford to buy commercial
homes to own a share in a property.

—Securing safe housing. China will continue with the renova-
tion of dilapidated homes, identifying and closing all safety loop-
holes affecting rural houses in the next three years, and supporting
seismic retrofit in high seismic zones.

—Improving transport facilities. Measures will be taken to build
more trunk railway lines, improve nationwide highway connectiv-
ity, accelerate the construction of border highways, and expand the
traffic capacity of heavily frequented highways. More efforts will
be made to build or renovate highways connecting towns and town-
ships with other places, and to build paved roads for villages.

—Bridging the digital divide between urban and rural areas.
China will coordinate efforts to build smart cities and villages, pro-
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