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Your Excellency President Matamela Cyril Ramaphosa,
Colleagues,

Let me begin by thanking President Ramaphosa for prepar-
ing the Dialogues. I am delighted to join you all in this discus-
sion on global development.

Development embodies our people’s aspiration for a better
life. It is the top priority for developing countries and a time-
less theme for humanity. As the U.N. 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development is due for a midterm review this year,
the delivery of most Sustainable Development Goals remains
slow. This is a cause for concern, and the global development
endeavor faces formidable challenges.

The international community must pursue the larger inter-
ests of all countries, respond to people’s concerns, and restore
development to the center of the international agenda. The
representation and voice of developing countries in global
governance should be increased, and developing countries be
supported in realizing better development. It is also important
to uphold true multilateralism, forge a global development
partnership, and create a secure and stable international envi-
ronment for shared development.

Colleagues,
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China has invariably stood in solidarity with fellow devel-
oping countries through thick and thin. China has been and
will always remain a member of developing countries. I pro-
posed the Global Development Initiative (GDI), precisely for
the purpose of calling on the world to stay focused on develop-
ment and lending impetus to the implementation of the 2030
Agenda. Last year, China held the first High-Level Dialogue
on Global Development where a host of measures for develop-
ment cooperation were unveiled. Encouraging progress has
been made since then.

—We have put development first and allocated more re-
sources. China has set up a Global Development and South-
South Cooperation Fund with a total funding of USD 4 billion,
and Chinese financial institutions will soon set up a special
fund of USD 10 billion dedicated to the implementation of the
GDI.

— We have taken results-oriented actions and deepened
practical cooperation. From Asia to Africa, from Pacific island
countries to the Caribbean, over 200 cooperation projects have
come to fruition, and cooperation mechanisms are growing in
areas such as poverty reduction, education and health.

— We have unleashed the power of innovation and built
up momentum for development. Under the GDI, we have
prioritized green development, new-type industrialization,
the digital economy and some other key areas, and pursued
a Partnership on New Industrial Revolution to boost high-
quality development.

— We have tided over difficulties together and made de-
velopment more resilient. Food and energy security bear on
the economy of a country and the well-being of its people. We
have launched a China-FAO South-South Cooperation Trust
Fund, implemented the Food Production Enhancement Action,
and provided food assistance to and shared agritech with many
countries. We have also initiated a Global Clean Energy Coop-
eration Partnership with a view to achieving energy security.

China is a friend that Africa can count on. Over the past
decade, China has provided a large amount of development
assistance to Africa and helped build more than 6,000 kilome-
ters of railway, over 6,000 kilometers of highway, and 80-plus
large power facilities on the continent. Going forward, China
will carry out more cooperation with African countries to sup-
port Africa in enhancing its own capacity for development.
Specific measures will be taken, such as providing satellite
mapping data products, implementing a Smart Customs coop-
eration partnership, and launching with UNESCO a “GDI for
Africa’s Future” action plan, to support sustainable develop-
ment in Africa.

Colleagues,

A Chinese adage reads, “Victory is ensured when people
pool their strength; success is secured when people put their
heads together.” Let us stay committed and united to build a
community of shared development, and make sure that in the
process of global modernization, no country is left behind.

Thank you. ]

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
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Sailing the Giant Ship of China-South Africa
Friendship and Cooperation Toward Greater Success
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At the invitation of President Matamela Cyril Ramaphosa, I
will soon make a state visit to the Republic of South Africa and
attend the 15th BRICS Summit. It will be my sixth visit to the
promising land of the “rainbow nation”. South Africa is home to
the great statesman Nelson Mandela, and it boasts the richest tourist
resources, the longest road network, the biggest securities exchange,
and the busiest airports and harbors in Africa. The country exudes
unique charm with the perfect amalgam of the ancient and the mod-
ern, and of nature and culture.

Each of my visits to South Africa gave me new impressions. But
the deepest is invariably the brotherly sentiments we have toward
each other. Our friendship has traversed a long span of time. As ear-
ly as in the mid-20th century, the newly founded People’s Republic
of China lent firm support to the South African people in fighting
apartheid, and stood with the African National Congress as com-
rades and friends. Our friendship has defied the obstacles of moun-
tains and oceans. Facing the sudden onslaught of COVID-19, China
was among the first to provide anti-pandemic supplies to South Af-
rica, reaffirming our special brotherhood. More recently, China also
provided to the country emergency power equipment. Over the past
25 years since the establishment of diplomatic ties, our relationship
has achieved leapfrog development—from a partnership to a strate-
gic partnership, and then to a comprehensive strategic partnership. It
is one of the most vibrant bilateral relations in the developing world.
Our relationship has entered a “golden era”, enjoying broad pros-
pects and a promising future.

In recent years, President Ramaphosa and I have maintained
close communication through visits, meetings, phone calls and let-
ters. We jointly explore cooperation opportunities, pursue develop-
ment, and stand up to common challenges. Our strategic mutual
trust has been deepening steadily. We give each other firm support
on issues involving our respective core interests and major concerns,
and maintain coordination on major international and regional issues.
We work together to practice true multilateralism and push for the
building of a more just and equitable international order.

South Africa was the first African country to sign the Belt and
Road cooperation document with China. It has been China’s biggest
trading partner in Africa for 13 years in a row, as well as one of the
African countries with the largest stock of Chinese investment. The
pie of bilateral cooperation is getting bigger. South Africa’s wines,
rooibos tea, and aloe vera gels are trending products in China. Many

BEIJING REVIEW NO.37 SEPTEMBER 14, 2023

A SRR S G . BRI XS B AR A
REAT E BT R R S E RS A T IR
o IXIRBE NI L WML it X
A FERMBIR K 2R, A IEMRFE K
FUUR RACHI AR RARIES RS &
FRMARE . M. BARASH
SERME . TR AR AR o

FUokErAE, BEAARRES, HERE
TRAYE P E RN LB B A IR AR AHES
BRI R FLAE Efagrhnt, e N RIEFE
AR E SR AR A RO AR IR B A 3k, R
WMAERASH RGN BT A
HHERHEE o T SN ER A B . PTG
R AR SR BRI BT . RIS MR IR 1L
R, T AR AR AL TR B s S
HEA25ER, HHRIR RTIMKIER R Ik
FER R B 2T AR R BB SR, By
KIEPEZEAENNIGARRZ —. HHERAR
EEP N HERA", R, AR,

AR, KRR SHESAELEY . =
W EIG. RHEEFXRFEILE, LEa
B, LR R, SLlpki, SO EEARTING.
FA TR KA OF 2 A E AR DI IR - R
MESCR, AR E PRI X )R i
BAELERNZHESNL, #EERKRFHEENA
TEATRTT A

RS MR EE R A
SCHERIARME 2, &SI 3 oy T E AR —

RAKHE, R EAERMB B R R 2 I E R

=



