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Dear Dr. Kissinger,
Secretary Lew,
Ambassador Hills,
President Orlins,
Friends,

I wish to thank the National Committee on U.S .-China Rela-
tions for hosting this welcome event. It’s my great pleasure to
meet with you online.

Over its 55 years of history, the National Committee has
played an important and positive role for China-U.S. relations.
Dr. Kissinger, you have been very dedicated to China-U.S. rela-
tions even at an advanced age. You have visited China and met
with Chinese President Xi Jinping and other leaders for many
times. I had the honor to be present at many of your insightful
meetings. Secretary Lew, when you were the Treasury Secretary,
you visited China twice to co-chair the China-U.S. Strategic and
Economic Dialogues. I was also present at both sessions, and I
witnessed the fruitful outcomes of China-U.S. dialogue and co-
operation. When I participated in the China-Yale Senior Govern-
ment Leadership Program in 2013, I visited the Hills & Compa-
ny, and had face-to-face communication with Ambassador Hills.
You answered my question patiently. During President Xi’s state
visit to the U.S. in 2015, the National Committee held a welcom-
ing banquet for him in Seattle, together with other friendly orga-
nizations. That event has left a remarkable imprint in the history
of China-U.S. relations. I still vividly remember the friendly and
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lively scene. To prepare for that event, Mr. Orlins and I worked
together very well.

Dear Friends,

This year marks the 50th anniversary of Dr. Kissinger’s se-
cret visit to China and Ping-Pong diplomacy. 50 years ago, at
the height of the Cold War, the elder generation of Chinese and
American leaders showed great strategic wisdom, vision and
courage. They went beyond ideological differences and reopened
the door of China-U.S. relations.

Over the past five decades, China and the U.S. have put down
past grudges. Our interests have been closely entwined, and
people-to-people exchanges have deepened. All this has deliv-
ered huge benefits to the two peoples. The growth of China-U.S.
relations has changed the international strategic landscape, accel-
erated the end of the Cold War, advanced globalization, brought
unprecedented opportunities to the Asia-Pacific, and greatly
promoted world peace and prosperity. In the age of estrangement
and confrontation, we had to rely on the small ping-pong ball to
move the “big ball” of China-U.S. relations. But now, many “small
balls” are moving around this “big ball”.

Now the China-U.S. relationship has come to another histori-
cal juncture, and it faces a very severe situation. The extreme
China policy of the previous U.S. administration has caused seri-
ous damage to our relations, and such a situation has not changed.
It is even continuing. It goes against the fundamental interests of
Chinese and American people and the wishes of the international
community. Some people are trying to deny the achievements of
China-U.S. ties in the past 50 years and redefine our relations by
strategic competition. They assert that the era of engagement and
cooperation is over, and it must be replaced by competition and
confrontation.

There are three wrong beliefs on China-U.S. relations in the
United States.

—Some people believe that China is betting against America,
and China’s goal is to challenge and displace America. This is a
serious misjudgment of China’s strategic intention.

Everything the Communist Party of China (CPC) does is to
pursue happiness for the Chinese people. Our plans and poli-
cies are all made with the people at the center. They are to serve
China’s development, and modernize our governance system and
capabilities. In the end, they are for the purpose of meeting the
people’s aspiration for a better life. As an English proverb goes,
God helps those who help themselves. China never bets its own
future on other countries. We only want to surpass ourselves. We
never take surpassing the U.S. as our goal, and we never have the
ambition to challenge and displace America, or to seek hegemony
in the world.

The interests of China and the U.S. are closely integrated.
They cannot be cut off as anyone wishes. America has been ex-
tensively involved in China’s reform and opening-up. In 2020,
China-U.S. two-way trade reached 580 billion dollars. The U.S.
is China’s largest trading partner, and China is the second biggest
holder of the U.S. Treasury bonds. China-U.S. trade supports
2.6 million American jobs. We are inseparable stakeholders, and
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the success of one side is critical to the other. China does not bet
against America. Instead, we are glad to see America resolve its
problems by itself, not by undercutting other countries, or by
prescribing medication for others. We are glad to see America
remain prosperous and strong, and make greater contribution to
world peace and stability. I believe that both countries can benefit
from the development and prosperity of the other side.

—Some people believe that America needs to deal with
China from a position of strength. They think America can win
the new “Cold War” against China, just as it defeated the Soviet
Union. This reflects a serious ignorance of history and China.

China is not the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union’s collapse
was its own making. The Communist Party of the Soviet Union
had been rigid, corrupt, closed to the outside world, and detached
from the people. It had been obsessed with arms race and exter-
nal aggression. As a result, the country’s development halted.
People’s lives were difficult, and they were very unhappy. The
Soviet Union and the United States had little engagement at that
time, and their relations were extremely tense. The two blocs of
the Cold War could barely coexist. When the Soviet Union col-
lapsed, almost none of its Party members stood out to say no.
China has learned from this part of history that hegemonism will
only lead to decline.

Under the leadership of the CPC, China’s socialist democracy
keeps improving. The people are the master of their own country.
The nation enjoys economic development, social stability and
better livelihoods for the people. It has eliminated absolute pover-
ty. Meanwhile, the CPC enforces strict discipline over itself. With
over 95 million Party members, the CPC always bears in mind
its original aspiration to pursue happiness for the people. It shares
one mind with the people, and works together with the people.
Harvard Kennedy School has conducted a survey on Chinese
public opinion for 10 years in a row. According to the results,
over 90% of the Chinese citizens surveyed are satisfied with their
government, and this has been the case for the whole decade.

China is closely linked to the U.S. and integrated with the
world. It’s the world’s second largest economy, the biggest trader
in goods, and the number one destination of foreign investment.
It is the biggest trading partner of over 120 countries and regions.
China never engages in aggression or expansion. It never ex-
ports its political system or development model. It is committed
to peaceful, open, cooperative and common development, and
works to build a community with a shared future for mankind.
Does such a country look like the Soviet Union? Does the CPC
look like the Soviet Union’s Communist Party?

The Cold War is not too far in our memory. The conflict be-
tween major countries is just like yesterday. It would be absurd
and dangerous to apply the “Cold War playbook” to today’s
China-U.S. relations, and to take China as its rival and imaginary
enemy, just like when Don Quixote tilted at windmills. Is any
country willing to take sides between China and America? I have
never heard any country say so. To the contrary, many countries
are reluctant or concerned about being forced by the U.S. to pick
sides. I hope American politicians would seriously consider:
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