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Foreword
Human rights are an achievement of humanity and a symbol

of progress. Respect for and protection of human rights is a basic
principle of modern civilization, and the unwavering goal of the
Chinese Communists. The Communist Party of China (CPC)
seeks happiness for the people. Its 100-year history records its ef-
forts in fighting for, respecting, protecting, and developing human
rights. Owing to its efforts, human rights in China have greatly
improved, adding diversity to human civilization.

Building China into a moderately prosperous society in all
respects is a major strategy designed by the Party and the gov-
ernment to improve the wellbeing of the people, better protect
human rights, and achieve modernization of the country. On July
1, 2021, Xi Jinping, general secretary of the CPC Central Com-
mittee and president of China, solemnly declared in Beijing on
behalf of the Party and the people that we had realized the first
centenary goal of building a moderately prosperous society in
all respects. This means we have brought about a historic resolu-
tion to the problem of extreme poverty in China, and we are now
marching with confidence towards the goal of building China into
a great modern socialist country in all respects. It is an exciting
moment for human rights in China, a moment that will go down
in history, and a moment from which we will forge ahead into the
future.

The realization of all-round moderate prosperity shows that
the CPC has stayed true to its original aspiration and founding
mission. Under the CPC leadership, the Chinese people worked
hard in the final stage towards this goal, and finally completed the
historic transformation from poverty to secure access to food and
clothing, to a decent life, and finally to moderate prosperity.
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Moderate prosperity in China is evident in all respects: a
buoyant economy, political democracy, a flourishing culture,
social equity, and healthy ecosystems; balanced development
between urban and rural areas to the benefit of all the people;
and high respect for and comprehensive protection of human
rights. China’s realization of moderate prosperity serves as a solid
foundation for human rights, and takes a deeper and broader per-
spective on this cause. It represents comprehensive progress in
ensuring universal human rights in China, and a new contribution
to the world’s human rights cause.

I. Achieving Moderate Prosperity and
Advancing Human Rights

Xiaokang, an ancient term in China, refers to a status of
moderate prosperity whereby people are neither rich nor poor
but free from want and toil. It has been the people’s wish since
ancient times to live a life of peace, stability and happiness. In the
early period of reform and opening up, based on its own national
conditions, China articulated the goal of building a moderately
prosperous society, which demonstrated its concern for improv-
ing the people’s wellbeing, and its commitment to protecting and
promoting human rights. The realization of all-round moderate
prosperity ushers in a new era for the protection of human rights
in all respects.

1. The Journey to Moderate Prosperity

Building a moderately prosperous society has been a grand
strategy since the 1980s, designed to realize national prosperity
and rejuvenation, and ensure the people’s wellbeing in China
under the leadership of the CPC. Based on its analysis and judg-
ment of China’s realities at that time, the CPC decided to focus
on economic development to drive social progress on all fronts.
Since then, the CPC and the Chinese government have made it a
key goal to build a moderately prosperous society by stages.

In December 1979, Deng Xiaoping presented the vision of
building a xiaokang society. The reference to xiaokang grounded
the goal of China’s modernization firmly in traditional Chinese
culture. The report to the 12th CPC National Congress in 1982
defined the goal to quadruple the annual gross output value of in-
dustry and agriculture and secure the people’s basic needs in two
decades from 1981 to the end of the 20th century. The report to
the 14th CPC National Congress in 1992 stated that the country
had ensured the basic needs of 1.1 billion Chinese people and
was moving on towards xiaokang.

The report to the 16th CPC National Congress in 2002 de-
clared that on the whole the people had made a historic leap from
having only adequate food and clothing to leading a life of mod-
erate prosperity, and set forth the goal of building a moderately
prosperous society in all respects: In the first two decades of the
21st century, China would build a society of moderate prosper-
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ity of a higher standard in an all-round way to the benefit of over
one billion people; China would further develop the economy,
improve democracy, advance science and education, promote
cultural prosperity, foster social harmony, and upgrade the quality
of life for the people.

The report to the 18th CPC National Congress in 2012 laid
out the goal of building a moderately prosperous society in all re-
spects by 2020. According to this report, China’s economy would
maintain sustained and sound development, people’s democracy
would be expanded, and human rights would be fully respected
and protected. The country’s cultural soft power would be im-
proved significantly. Living standards would be raised. Major
progress would be made in building a resource-conserving and
environmentally friendly society.

The report to the 19th CPC National Congress in 2017
pointed out that to succeed in building a moderately prosperous
society in all respects, China must strive against all difficulties to
promote coordinated progress in the economic, political, cultural,
social and eco-environmental fields in light of the current princi-
pal challenge facing the country, so that the moderately prosper-
ous society it builds earns the people’s approval and stands the
test of time.

On July 1, 2021, Xi Jinping, general secretary of the CPC
Central Committee and president of China, declared on behalf of
the Party and the people that China had realized the goal of build-
ing a moderately prosperous society in all respects.

This is a critical step towards the Chinese Dream of national
rejuvenation, fulfilling the historic commitment of the CPC and
the Chinese government to the people.

2. Steps Taken to Protect Human Rights

The route to all-round moderate prosperity coincides with
comprehensive progress in human rights in China, which in-
volves all the steps necessary to liberate, protect and develop the
individual.

Prioritizing the right to subsistence. The right to subsistence
comes first among all human rights. A moderately prosperous
society takes it as the primary goal to secure adequate food and
clothing and protect the right to subsistence, and takes further
steps to meet the growing material and cultural needs of the
people. Visible progress in securing basic needs and remarkable
improvements in living standards are the natural results of build-
ing a moderately prosperous society in all respects.

Realizing the coordinated development of all human rights.
A moderately prosperous society emphasizes economic, politi-
cal, cultural, social, and eco-environmental progress to benefit
the people. It upholds the basic principle of interdependence and
indivisibility of human rights. To advance all human rights and
fundamental freedoms in all respects, it protects economic, so-
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