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Who Do US Politicians Really Stand With?
EREREMERE—E?

Truth About US Blatant Interference in China’s Internal Affairs
On Hong Kong-related Issues

— XA BREAR TS PENBRESSER

Since the new US administration took office, it has not changed
the hegemonic behavior of its predecessor on issues related to Hong
Kong, having launched at least 13 smear attacks against China on
those issues and raved about “standing with Hong Kong people”
many times.

The US side has also churned out fallacies about the proper
measures taken to boost the long-term stability of Hong Kong,
including China’s implementation of the national security law in
Hong Kong and measures to improve Hong Kong’s electoral sys-
tem. Washington has also ganged up with some Western forces to
launch a propaganda campaign against China, and even imposed
so-called “sanctions’ against Chinese officials.

The unprovoked attacks on China by the new US administra-
tion on issues related to Hong Kong are listed below in a bid to
restore truths through an account of facts.

PART 1

After China’s National People’s Congress (NPC) adopted a de-
cision on improving the electoral system of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR) on March 11, the US State De-
partment issued a statement to attack and discredit China’s decision.
The US side also issued a statement with other Group of Seven
members to defame China. On March 17, the US State Department
announced so-called “sanctions” against 24 Chinese officials, in-
cluding 14 vice chairmen of the NPC Standing Committee, on the
eve of a high-level strategic dialogue between China and the United
States in the US state of Alaska.

After the NPC adopted the decision on improving the electoral
system of the HKSAR, a spokesperson for the US State Department
claimed that the decision attacked Hong Kong’s democratic process.
However, it is purely China’s internal affair to design and improve
Hong Kong’s electoral system, and no foreign force is entitled to
interfere. In fact, the United States has its own strict laws against for-
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eign interference in elections, and the US House of Representatives
had passed a bill to improve the US electoral system. Why can the
United States itself amend its own electoral laws any time it deems
necessary but go all out to denigrate China’s improvement of such
laws for one of its special administrative regions?

‘While the US side alleged that the targets of its so-called “sanc-
tions” have “undermined the high degree of autonomy promised to
the people in Hong Kong,” the US accusation was not consistent
with the facts. The NPC has made decisions on safeguarding na-
tional security in Hong Kong and improving the electoral system
of Hong Kong respectively. The improved electoral system has en-
sured the implementation of the principle of “patriots administering
Hong Kong,” which excludes anti-China, destabilizing forces from
the governance structure and better guarantees the national security
and the safety of the HKSAR’s body of power. It has also better
reflected the extensive and balanced political participation by Hong
Kong residents, which in no way weakens Hong Kong’s high de-
gree of autonomy, but is more conducive to the healthy and orderly
development of Hong Kong’s democratic system.

China’s measures to maintain the long-term stability of Hong
Kong have also won broad international support. During the 46th
session of the UN Human Rights Council (HRC), 70 countries is-
sued a joint statement urging relevant parties to stop interfering
in issues related to Hong Kong and in China’s internal affairs. In
addition, another 20-plus countries also voiced support for China’s
position and measures on issues related to Hong Kong in their re-
spective remarks at the HRC.

The US side, by choosing to announce the so-called “sanctions”
against Chinese officials on the eve of the high-level strategic dia-
logue between China and the United States in Alaska, sought to use
extreme pressure to gain bargaining chips. However, such unilateral
“sanctions” were only a bluff. The Hong Kong Monetary Authority
(HKMA) said previously that the US unilateral sanctions are not
adopted by the United Nations, thus having no legal effect in Hong
Kong. The HKMA'’s position on unilateral US “sanctions” is clear:
Hong Kong banks have no legal responsibility to act in concert
with those “sanctions.”

After the announcement of the so-called “sanctions” by the
United States in 2020, anti-China and destabilizing forces rejoiced,
claiming that those sanctions were “significant indicators” and
“champagne corks will be opened tonight for celebration.” They
also predicted with confidence that “more sanctions will be im-
posed in the future, not only on senior officials and middle-level of-
ficials, but also those who directly endanger the rule of law in Hong
Kong.” The truth of the claim that “the United States stands with
Hong Kong people” is that the US side will always stand with those
who create disturbances and undermine Hong Kong’s prosperity
and stability.
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PART 2

On March 30, the amended Annex I and Annex II to the HK-
SAR Basic Law were passed at the 27th session of the Standing
Committee of the 13th NPC, with a unanimous vote from all com-
mittee members in attendance. On March 31, US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken certified to US Congress that Hong Kong remains
undeserving of “special treatment” by the United States under US
law. On April 1, US Consul General in Hong Kong Hanscom Smith
raved that Hong Kong elections would not produce “meaningful
democratic results.”

The designing and improvement of the electoral system of the
HKSAR is China’s internal affair. The amendments enjoy suf-
ficient legal basis and fully embody the spirit of the rule of law in
governing the country and Hong Kong by law. The newly amended
Annexes I and II of the HKSAR Basic Law are systematic amend-
ments to the method for selecting the HKSAR chief executive and
the method for forming the HKSAR Legislative Council, respec-
tively. By focusing on reconstituting the Election Committee and
increasing empowerment, the amendments represent an overall
planning and design for Hong Kong’s electoral system, which have
not only fixed the loopholes and defects of the original system in a
timely manner, but also effectively enhanced the broad representa-
tion and balanced participation of the electoral system. They have
optimized and developed Hong Kong’s democratic system, and
have by no means “weakened democracy.”

It is of great significance to improve the electoral system of the
HKSAR. By making institutional arrangement at the constitutional
level, it combines adherence to the principle of “one country” with
respect for the differences between “two systems,” and also com-
bines the upholding of the central government’s overall jurisdiction
over Hong Kong with a guarantee of a high degree of autonomy of
Hong Kong. It has fully implemented the fundamental principle of
“patriots administering Hong Kong,” thus ensuring Hong Kong’s
long-term stability and prosperity, safeguarding the steady and
sustained implementation of the principle of “one country, two sys-
tems” in Hong Kong, and giving Hong Kong people a promising
future.

In any country in the world, loyalty to one’s homeland is a basic
political ethic that must be observed by civil servants and those who
run for public office. In Britain, the electoral system of each region
is decided by the central government of Britain. For example, with
the highest degree of autonomy, Scotland’s electoral system was set
by the Scotland Act passed by the British Parliament in 1998 and
amended in 2012.

Xulio Rios, director of the Observatory of Chinese Politics
in Spain, said that the electoral reform shows the firm will of the
Chinese government to preserve the stability of Hong Kong and not
to sacrifice sovereignty under any circumstances. In an interview
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