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Distinguished Guests,
Diplomatic Envoys,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Friends,

Seventy years ago, the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence
were officially initiated. It marked a groundbreaking and epoch-
making achievement in the history of international relations. Today
we gather here to commemorate its 70th anniversary for the pur-
pose of carrying forward these principles under the new circum-
stances, building together a community with a shared future for
mankind, and providing a strong driving force for human progress.

At the outset, on behalf of the Chinese government and people
and in my own name, let me extend a warm welcome to all distin-
guished guests and friends present here!

In the course of the modern history of human society, han-
dling well state-to-state relations, jointly maintaining world peace
and tranquility, and promoting development and progress for
humanity have always been big topics on the minds of all nations.

The Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence answered the call
of the times, and its initiation was an inevitable historic develop-
ment. In the wake of the Second World War, national independence
and liberation movements swept across the globe, and the colonial
system around the world crumbled and collapsed. At the same
time, the world was overshadowed by the dark clouds of the Cold
War and menaced by the rampant clamors that “Might is right.”
Newly independent countries aspired to safeguard their sovereignty
and grow their national economy. New China followed the prin-
ciple of independence, actively sought peaceful coexistence with
all countries, and endeavored to improve its external environment,
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especially in its neighborhood. Against this backdrop, the Chinese
leadership specified the Five Principles in their entirety for the first
time, namely, mutual respect for sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty, mutual non-aggression, mutual non-interference in each other’s
internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful coexis-
tence. They included the Five Principles in the China-India and
China-Myanmar joint statements, which jointly called for making
them basic norms for state-to-state relations.

The Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence were born in Asia,
but quickly ascended to the world stage. In 1955, more than 20
Asian and African countries attended the Bandung Conference.
They proposed ten principles for handling state-to-state relations
on the basis of the Five Principles, and advocated the Bandung
spirit of solidarity, friendship and cooperation. The Non-Aligned
Movement that rose in the 1960s adopted the Five Principles as its
guiding principles. The Declaration on Principles of International
Law adopted at the 25th Session of the United Nations General As-
sembly (UNGA) in 1970 and the Declaration on the Establishment
of the New International Economic Order adopted at the Sixth
Special UNGA Session in 1974 both endorsed the Five Principles.
With their inclusion in important international documents, the Five
Principles have been widely recognized and observed by the inter-
national community.

Over the past 70 years, the Five Principles of Peaceful Coex-
istence have transcended time and space and overcome estrange-
ment, showing robust resilience and everlasting relevance. They
have become open, inclusive, and universally applicable basic
norms for international relations and fundamental principles of
international law. They have made indelible historic contributions
to the cause of human progress.

First, the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence have set a
historic benchmark for international relations and international
rule of law. They fully conform with the purposes and principles of
the U.N. Charter, with the evolving trend of international relations
of our times, and with the fundamental interests of all nations. In
addition, they stress the importance of mutuality and equality in
handling state-to-state relations, thus highlighting the essence of in-
ternational rule of law, i.e. the intercorrelation of rights, obligations
and responsibilities of all countries. The Five Principles provide a
whole set of basic norms for peaceful coexistence among countries
across political, security, economic and diplomatic domains. They
constitute an unequivocal and effective code of conduct for all
countries to follow in promoting the spirit of international rule of
law and finding the right way to get along with each other.

Second, the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence have
served as the prime guidance for the establishment and de-
velopment of relations between countries with different social
systems. When following the Five Principles, even countries that
differ from each other in social system, ideology, history, culture,
faith, development stage, and size can build a relationship of mutu-
al trust, friendship and cooperation. The Five Principles offer a new
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path toward peaceful settlement of historic issues and international
disputes, triumphing over obsolete, narrow-minded, antagonistic
and confrontational mindsets such as bloc politics and sphere of
influence.

Third, the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence have been
a powerful rallying force behind the efforts of developing coun-
tries to pursue cooperation and self-strength through unity. They
mirror the deep thoughts of developing countries about improving
their future and about reform and progress. Inspired and encour-
aged by the Five Principles, more and more countries in Asia,
Africa and Latin America have voiced and extended support to
each other, stood up against foreign interference, and embarked on
an independent path of development. The Five Principles have also
boosted South-South cooperation, and improved and further devel-
oped North-South relations.

Fourth, the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence have con-
tributed historic wisdom to the reform and improvement of the
international order. The Five Principles were initiated with the
purpose of protecting the interests and pursuits of small and weak
countries from power politics. They categorically oppose imperial-
ism, colonialism and hegemonism, and reject belligerent and bully-
ing practices of the law of the jungle. They have laid an important
intellectual foundation for a more just and equitable international
order.

Having traversed an extraordinary journey of 70 years, the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence are a common asset of the inter-
national community to be valued, inherited and further promoted.
At this moment, I recall with deep admiration leaders of the older
generation who jointly initiated the Five Principles. I also wish to
pay high tribute to the visionaries from all countries who have been
promoting the Five Principles with perseverance over the years!

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Friends,

The baton of history is passed from generation to generation,
and the cause of human progress moves forward from one era to
another as mankind seek answers to the questions of the times.
Seventy years ago, our forefathers, who experienced the scourge
of hot wars and the confrontation of the Cold War, concluded that
the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence were the crucial way
to safeguard peace and sovereignty. This answer has withstood
the test of international vicissitudes, and has become more appeal-
ing rather than obsolete. Seventy years later today, challenged by
the historic question of “what kind of world to build and how to
build it,” China has answered the call of the times by proposing a
community with a shared future for mankind. Today, this Chinese
initiative has become an international consensus. The beautiful vi-
sion has been put into productive actions. It is moving the world to
a bright future of peace, security, prosperity and progress.

The Vision of Building a Community with a Shared Future for
Mankind carries forward the same spirit of the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence. Both are rooted in traditional Chinese values
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