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The Report on Human Rights Violations
In the United States in 2023 (11

2023 EERBILARIRE (F)

Persistent Violations of the Rights of
Women and Children

The U.S. Constitution does not prohibit gender-based dis-
crimination, which is rampant in the workplace and results in
widening gender wage gap as well as insufficient protection for
women’s rights to life and health. The United States has for long
the highest maternal mortality rate among developed countries,
amplified by ban on abortion which seriously violates women’s
reproductive and health rights. Gender-based violence in work-
places, schools and other fields persists. Children’s rights to life,
development, and health are systematically violated with a soar-
ing number of children living in poverty and without medical
insurance.

Constitutional prohibition on gender-based discrimination has
long been absent. The Equal Rights Amendment that guarantees
equal rights for women has not yet entered into force more than
half a century since its text approval by Congress in 1972. This
legislative effort was born out of the surging civil rights move-
ment in 1950s and 60s. In April 2023, the U.S. Senate failed to
advance a resolution to remove the deadline for its ratification.
The UN Human Rights Committee regrets the lack of an explicit
guarantee in the U.S. Constitution against sex- and gender-based
discrimination.

The United States has the highest maternal mortality rate
among industrialized countries, far exceeding the second. Ac-
cording to a research published in the Journal of the American
Medical Association in July 2023, the number of people dying
from pregnancy-related causes in the United States has more than
doubled in the last 20 years. More than 2.2 million U.S. women of
childbearing age do not have access to obstetric care, and an ad-
ditional 4.8 million live in counties with limited access to mater-
nity care. In Alabama, for example, about 39 percent of counties
do not have any maternity care provider, and more than 240,000
women live in counties with little or no guaranteed maternity
care.

The ban on abortion is devastating to women’s reproductive
and health rights. In 2022, the U.S. Supreme Court overturned
Roe v. Wade (1973) which guaranteed a constitutional right to
abortion, a devastating blow to millions of women’s reproductive
health rights. As of December 2023, at least 21 states in the Unit-
ed States ban or severely restrict abortion, where safe abortion is
largely unavailable. The United Nations experts pointed out that
the United States Supreme Court decision deprives women and
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girls of their fundamental human right to comprehensive health
care including sexual and reproductive health, in violation of
international human rights law. Some state laws criminalize abor-
tion, including bans on out-of-state travel for abortion, whether
through medication or a procedure.

Violence against women is prevalent. The UN Human Rights
Committee noted that violence against women and girls, includ-
ing domestic and sexual violence, persists in the United States,
including in schools, institutions of higher learning, and armed
forces. Investigations into California State University, the nation’s
largest public university, found widespread sexual misconducts
across its 23 campuses. Campus officials do not investigate
most allegations of sexual misconducts they receive. In the few
cases investigated, no action was taken even when the accused
was found guilty. At least 1,251 university employees were the
subject of sexual harassment allegations from 2018 to 2022, yet
only 254 complaints were investigated. Scandals have also roiled
Northwestern University’s volleyball, football, softball, baseball
and other sport teams, where whistle-blowers said sexual abuse
and racial discrimination were rampant. More than 600 American
women are shot and killed by an intimate partner each year, about
one every 14 hours, according to data from the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

Gender discrimination is rampant in workplace. The wage gap
between men and women continues to widen, from 20.3 percent
in 2019 to 22.2 percent in 2022, according to a report by The
Times on August 8, 2023. Pregnancy discrimination is a wide-
spread, forcing nearly 54,000 women in the United States to leave
their jobs every year, according to the Equality and Human Rights
Commission cited by The Independent on May 11, 2023.

Child poverty is soaring. According to a U.S. Census Bureau
report released in September 2023, poverty in the United States
surged in 2022, and over 5 million American children fell into
poverty in this year, more than doubling child poverty rate, a his-
toric one-year increase due largely to the expiration of improve-
ments to the Child Tax Credit.

Large number of children’s health insurance has been can-
celled. Between April and October 2023, nearly 10 million adults
and children have been excluded from the federal government’s
Medicaid health insurance program. “This unwinding (reviewing
all recipients’ eligibility) has not been about determining who is
eligible by all possible means, but how we can kick people off by
all possible means,” said Arkansas Advocates for Children and
Families Health Policy Director Camille Richoux. The impact on
children’s health is immense. Nationwide, states have disenrolled
at least 1.8 million children in the 20 states that provide the data
by age.

Thousands of foster children go missing every year. An audit
published in 2023 by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services found that across 46 states, state agencies failed to report
an estimated 34,800 cases of missing foster kids. In Georgia state,
nearly 1,800 children in state care went missing between 2018
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and 2022, according to a new analysis conducted by the National
Center for Missing & Exploited Children and more than 20 per-
cent of them were likely trafficked.

Children in the juvenile justice system are subjected to inhu-
man practices. The U.S. criminal justice system is riddled with
certain inhumane practices, according to a survey conducted by
the UN Human Rights Council’s International Independent Expert
Mechanism for Advancing Racial Justice and Equality in Law
Enforcement in October 2023. The United States is the only coun-
try in the world that sentences children to life in prison without
parole. In the U.S. state of Georgia, the head of the state’s child
welfare agency asked judges to keep some children inappropri-
ately locked in juvenile detention centers. Up to 80 children have
been brought to the notoriously violent Angola prison in Louisi-
ana since October 2022 and housed in cells in which condemned
death row prisoners used to await execution. Although the juve-
niles have been segregated from adult prisoners, they have suf-
fered dangerous heat waves, extended confinement to their cells,
foul water and inadequate schooling.

The cases related to child sex abuse are rampant. In early
2023, the Maryland attorney general’s office released a scathing
report on child sex abuse within the Baltimore archdiocese, de-
tailing over 600 abuse cases. An Associated Press analysis shows
that out of 27 parishes in the archdiocese that have significant
Black populations, at least 19 previously had priests on staff who
have been accused of sexual abuse, yet victims of sexual abuse
have little opportunity to speak out. According to a report from
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, as many as one in
10 teenage girls in the United States have said that they have been
raped, and high school girls are “engulfed in a growing wave of
violence and trauma.”

Heart-wrenching Struggles of
Undocumented Migrants

Political strife has become a defining feature of U.S. immi-
gration policy. Politicians have forsaken the rights and welfare
of immigrants, engaging in divisive attacks on each other over
immigration issues. They have failed to improve the resettle-
ment capacity in border areas or show a genuine commitment to
improving the living conditions of immigrants. The immigration
issue has thus fallen into a vicious circle without a solution. The
escalating humanitarian crisis in border regions is exacerbated
by policies that inadvertently support modern slavery, leading to
widespread violations of migrant rights.

The humanitarian crisis along the border has escalated. The
U.S. government has continuously made empty promises on im-
migration policy, leading to the worsening humanitarian crisis in
the border region. The U.S.-Mexico border is the world’s deadli-
est land migration route, according to the United Nations migra-
tion agency. On November 30, 2023, the El Paso Times reported
that at least 149 migrants perished in the El Paso border patrol
region in fiscal 2023. The number of women who died there has
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