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An Impressive Scorecard
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Remarks at an Exchange With Diplomatic Envoys From North America, Oceania,
Latin America and the Caribbean Before the CPC’s 100th Anniversary
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Excellencies,

It’s nice to be back in Beijing after six and a half years. It’s such
a pleasure to meet with all the friends present today. I’ve hoped to
have this meeting first thing I get settled. Yet COVID-19 and the
busy schedule have kept us from gathering together.

This weekend, we in China are celebrating the Dragon Boat
Festival. My wife and I, and my colleagues from the Foreign Min-
istry, are delighted to have you with us today in Diaoyutai State
Guesthouse.

Let me first convey the warm regards from State Councilor and
Foreign Minister Wang Yi and the Foreign Ministry, and my respect
to all of you. I wish to reassure you that my colleagues and I are
here to facilitate your work in China.

I’m glad that we could observe the Festival together. The Zong-
zi that we just made will soon be served, and I hope this will give
you a taste of traditional Chinese culture.

Now, I have a question for you, which place in China makes the
best Zongzi? Yes, it is the city of Jiaxing in Zhejiang province, on
the east coast.

Other than Zongzi, what special role has Jiaxing played in mod-
ern China? The Communist Party of China was born on a boat at
Nanhu Lake in Jiaxing. That was in July 1921.

Time flies. In two weeks’ time, we will celebrate the centenary
of the founding of the CPC. Today, I wish to share with you my
thoughts on four questions: Where did the CPC come from? How
is the CPC’s scorecard? What is the secret code of CPC’s success?
Where is the CPC heading?

I. Where did the CPC come from?

The history of modern China spans from the first Opium War
in 1840 to the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949.
During this period, the Chinese nation fought relentlessly for na-
tional independence. And different social classes and political par-
ties took the stage, culminating in the success of the CPC in saving
the nation.

After 1840, repeated aggression by foreign powers plunged
China into a semi-colonial and semi-feudal society. The nation’s
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survival was hanging in the balance. Political forces of different
kinds searched long and hard for the path forward. They tried dif-
ferent “prescriptions”, constitutional monarchy, and presidential,
parliamentary and multi-party systems, but none of them worked.
China remained poor, backward and divided, like a heap of loose
sand. As aptly depicted in a poem, “Tears shed by the 400 million
Chinese, for nowhere can we keep a land of our own”.

It was against this historical backdrop, when the nation could
barely survive, that the Communist Party of China was born. Since
day one, the CPC has been the champion of independence, libera-
tion and rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.

Over the past century, the CPC has led the Chinese people in an
arduous journey to found the New China. It established a socialist
system, advanced socialist development, reform and opening-up,
and found our path of development, that is, socialism with Chinese
characteristics.

Over the past 100 years, China, once torn apart and succumbed
to foreign invasion, won independence and pursues rejuvenation
and prosperity. It has made a historic leap from standing up to
growing rich to becoming strong.

In January 1949, the New York Star invited some American
experts on the Far East, including Agnes Smedley, Theodore White,
Edgar Snow and John King Fairbank, to a seminar. The experts
were asked for their opinions on why the CPC could succeed. And
here are their answers:

The CPC does not have any magic, but they know what are the
changes that the people desire, and they implement policies that
meet people’s needs. The CPC is able to organize even the poor-
est people and put in place an organizational structure with strict
disciplines and strong leadership. For example, the famous “Three
Disciplines and Eight Reminder” followed by the Red Army, which
include detailed orders like “take not even a needle and thread from
the people” and “pay for every fuel, rice, cooking oil and salt you
get from the people”, have helped the CPC win people’s heart.

In his letter to President Truman in July 1949, the then U.S.
Secretary of State Dean Acheson wrote that “the heart of China is
now in Communist hands”.

Il. How is the CPC’s scorecard?

On March 23, 1949, weeks before the CPC founded the New
China, Chairman Mao Zedong and other members of the CPC cen-
tral leadership left CPC’s “last rural command” — Xibaipo in Hebei
province, and set off for Beijing. Chairman Mao said that they were
going to Beijing for the entrance exam. And Zhou Enlai added, “I
think we will all pass, and no one will have to be sent back™.

Why would they have such a conversation? Because there were
too many examples of the “sudden rise and fall”” in the Chinese his-
tory, a “historical cycle” as it was called. The most famous story
might be that of Li Zicheng, a peasant uprising leader in the late
Ming Dynasty. His army conquered the capital, Beijing after 18
years of ferocious battles. They only occupied the city for 42 days
and were forced to flee south. So could the CPC break this cycle
and hold on to its power? The world waited and watched.

Now, 72 years have passed, and I can confidently say that the
CPC has turned in an impressive score sheet, and created three
miracles that are rarely seen in the world.

The first miracle is fast economic development.

In the early days of the People’s Republic, China was one of the
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poorest and most backward countries. Chairman Mao once said,
“What can we produce? Of course, we can make tables and chairs,
tea cups and pots; we can grow grains and produce flour; and we
can make paper. Still, when it comes to cars, planes, tanks or trac-
tors, we cannot even make a single one”.

That was probably why some of the capitalists in China scorned
the CPC, saying that it could get 100 points on military, 80 points
on politics, but zero on economy. Secretary Acheson said that “the
first problem which every Chinese government has had to face is
that of feeding this population. So far none has succeeded”, neither
would the CPC.

What happened afterwards was much beyond what they could
fathom. Under CPC’s leadership, China has achieved an economic
takeoff.

On industrialization, China has realized in just a few decades
what took developed Western countries several centuries. China
now has the most complete modern industrial system in the world.

It is the second largest economy.

It is also the biggest trader in goods.

China’s GDP was 67.9 billion yuan in 1952, and 90.03 trillion
yuan in 2018, up by 174 times in real terms.

Per capita GDP soared by 70-fold, from 119 yuan to 64,600
yuan.

Scholars call it “the greatest economic revolution in the history
of mankind”.

Early in the 1980s, China already met its people’s basic needs
for food and clothing. Today, grain output is as high as 650 mil-
lion tons per year. Getting enough to eat is not a problem anymore.
‘What the Chinese people care about today is how to eat well and
healthy.

The second miracle is long-term social stability.

‘You may have heard about the paradox of Huntington, which says,
“Modernity breeds stability and modernization breeds instability”.

China is a super-large country with over 1.4 billion people. No
matter how big the economic aggregate is, when divided by 1.4
billion, it will become very small. On the other hand, any small
challenge will become big when multiplied by 1.4 billion. The CPC
has stood the great tests, the formidable and complex task of devel-
opment and reform, the economic and social changes, among oth-
ers. And it has effectively preserved long-term political and social
stability in China.

Sustaining social stability depends not only on the volume of
wealth to be added to the society. More importantly, it also depends
on how far poverty reduction can go. Making the cake bigger and
dividing it fairly are both important. China is able to achieve long-
term stability thanks to its fast development as well as its commit-
ment to equity and justice.

In the early days of reform and opening-up, Mr. Deng Xiaoping
put forth a policy to let some people and some regions prosper before
others, so that they can help the underdeveloped regions to catch up
for common prosperity.

President Xi Jinping has made it clear that we will leave no one
behind as we pursue moderate prosperity in all respects and for all
the Chinese people.

Today, the middle-income population in China is over 400 mil-
lion, and as many as 800 million people have emerged from pov-
erty. This is unprecedented in the human history.

Facing the impact of COVID-19, the CPC has, as always, put
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