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The Report on Human Rights Violations
In the United States in 2023 (1))

2023 FEERILANIRE ()

The Chronic Disease of Racism

The UN Human Rights Committee noted that racism in the
United States still exists today in the form of racial profiling,
police killings and numerous human rights violations. Ethnic mi-
norities in the United States face systematic, persistent and com-
prehensive racial discrimination, and racist ideology is widely
prevalent in the American society and spreads to the international
community.

African Americans face serious racial discrimination in law
enforcement. On January 3, 2023, Keenan Anderson, a 31-year-
old African American man in Los Angeles, was suspected of a
traffic accident. The police shot him six times with taser in the
process of subduing him, causing him to have a heart attack and
die in hospital. Four days later in Memphis, Tennessee, police
pulled over 29-year-old African American Tyre Nichols for
“reckless driving” and brutally beat him for several minutes.
Nichols died of the injuries three days later, however, investiga-
tors said they were “unable to substantiate” the claim that he was
driving recklessly. These two cases of African Americans being
killed by police violence have aroused the high concern of sev-
eral UN experts. The experts stressed that in both cases, the use
of force by the police violated international norms protecting the
right to life and prohibiting torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment, as well as the UN Code of
Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles
on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials.
The UN International Independent Expert Mechanism to Ad-
vance Racial Justice and Equality in the Context of Law Enforce-
ment, after an official visit to the United States, has said “‘systemic
racism against people of African descent pervades America’s po-
lice forces and criminal justice system.” Black people in America
are three times more likely to be killed by police than whites, and
4.5 times more likely to be incarcerated, it said. Of the more than
1,000 cases of killings by police each year, only 1 percent result
in officers being charged. If use of force regulations in the United
States are not reformed in accordance with international stan-
dards, many of these killings will continue, the UN body warned.

Hate crimes against African Americans are frequent. The
Associated Press reported on August 29, 2023, that a white
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man wearing a mask gunned down three African Americans in
Jacksonville, Florida. The shooter, who had posted racist writ-
ings, then killed himself. On the same day, the USA Today web-
site reported that after a number of shootings targeting African
Americans, African Americans became increasingly panic. Rep.
Bennie Thompson, who served as former chairman of the House
Homeland Security Committee, said racial attacks, including
the shooting in Jacksonville, were part of a growing trend of
violence against Black communities. According to hate crime
data released by the FBI in October 2023, there were 3,424 hate
crimes against African Americans in the United States in 2022. A
report released by the office of the Attorney General of State of
California Department of Justice on June 27, 2023, showed that
hate crimes targeting Black people increased 27.1 percent from
513 in 2021 to 652 in 2022.

People of African descent face significant racial inequalities
in healthcare. A report released by the UN Population Fund in
July 2023 revealed that African American maternal mortality
rates were higher than all other ethnicities and groups due to
systemic racism in the healthcare system. According to the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 69.9 out of every
100,000 pregnant women of African descent die during preg-
nancy or childbirth, almost three times the rate for white women,
and this disparity is prevalent across African American women of
varying levels of education and income. African American new-
borns also have the highest mortality rate of any ethnic group,
with nearly 11 deaths per 1,000 live births, about twice the aver-
age rate.

Reparations for the racial persecution of people of African
descent are far from certain. Shortly after the end of the Civil
War, the U.S. government promised reparations to every African
American family that had been enslaved, but for more than 100
years that promise was never fulfilled. In 1989, John Conyers, an
African American member of the U.S. House of Representatives,
introduced “‘the Commission to Study and Develop Reparation
Proposals for African Americans Act” (H.R. 40), but for decades,
that bill never reached the floor of Congress for a vote. In 1921,
a genocide against African Americans in Tulsa, Oklahoma of
the United States, resulted in the deaths of hundreds of people. A
lawsuit seeking compensation for the last three known survivors
of the Tulsa Race Massacre is still pending, and Hughes Van El-
lis, the youngest of the survivors, died in October 2023. A report
released by the Pew Research Center on Aug. 10, 2023 showed
that 83 percent of African Americans said the U.S. government
had not done enough to ensure racial equality. Many people of
African descent who were dissatisfied with American politics and
racial discrimination chose to leave. Those who left the United
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States have established new communities in Portugal, Ghana,
Colombia, and Mexico, which has become a trend known as
“Blaxit,” a combination of “Black™ and “exit,” and has been
widely circulated on social media. They chant: “America does
not deserve me!”

Discrimination against Asians has intensified. A Pew Re-
search Center survey released on November 30, 2023 showed
that nearly 60 percent of Asian Americans said they had faced
discrimination because of their race or ethnicity. A survey re-
leased by the Associated Press found that 51 percent of Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders believed that racism was an
“extremely” or “very serious” problem in the United States. A
survey released on April 27, 2023 by the Columbia University’s
School of Social Work and Committee of 100, a non-governmen-
tal organization, showed that nearly three quarters of Chinese
Americans had experienced racial discrimination in the past year,
and 55 percent feared that hate crimes or harassment would jeop-
ardize their personal safety.

The persecution of Chinese scientists continues. Although the
U.S. government’s “China Initiative” targeting Chinese scientists
has been suspended, the program’s far-reaching effects are still
being felt, and many Chinese scientists still feel a strong sense
of insecurity. An article published on March 23, 2023 on the Sci-
ence magazine describes the persecution of Chinese scientists
under the “China Initiative.” Of the 246 people investigated by
the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH), 103 lost their jobs
and more than one-fifth were banned from applying for new NIH
funding for four years, dealing a major blow to their academic
careers. Eighty-one percent of these 246 scientists were Asian. A
survey of nearly 1,400 Chinese-Americans in tenured or tenure-
track positions at U.S. universities by Princeton, Harvard and
Massachusetts Institute of Technology showed that 72 percent
reported feeling insecure and 42 percent were afraid to conduct
research in the United States.

Chinese students studying in the United States have experi-
enced nightmarish treatment at U.S. Customs. In recent years, the
U.S. government has continued generalizing the so-called “na-
tional security” concept, politicizing and weaponizing academic
research, and fabricating various excuses to block international
people-to-people, cultural, science and technology exchanges
and cooperation. The China Science Daily reported on January
11, 2024, that a number of Chinese students were subjected to
unreasonable and inhumane treatment at U.S. Customs, and were
unable to complete their studies as scheduled. A Chinese student,
with the pseudonym Meng Fei, was detained by U.S. Customs
for 20 hours on two separate occasions at Washington Dulles In-
ternational Airport on December 19, 2023, and then detained for
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