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Your Excellency Chairman Wolfgang Ischinger,
Mr. Sigmar Gabriel,

Madam Federica Mogherini,

Dear Friends,

Let me begin by thanking the Munich Security Conference
(MSC) for hosting this conversation with China. It gives me
great pleasure to meet friends old and new via video link.

When I spoke at the MSC in February last year, China
was in the middle of the fight against COVID-19. The global
community gave us much valued support as we fought on the
front line of the battle, and that shall always remain deep in our
heart. Now, one year on, the pandemic is still raging and bring-
ing significant implications to the world and profound changes
to humanity. As we continue to join hands both in fighting the
pandemic and in ushering in a new future after COVID-19, it
is high time countries opened up still further to each other and
pursued even greater solidarity and cooperation.

There have been some concerns expressed, including in
Europe, about China’s development path and foreign policy.
While some are fair and reasonable, some are misgivings and
misunderstandings. I wish to take this opportunity to first give
you China’s perspective and then hear your thoughts.

First, China’s development is for the progress of humanity,
not to challenge or threaten the world.

This year, we celebrate the 100th year of the founding of
the Communist Party of China (CPC). To understand China’s
development, it is essential to have a good understanding
of China’s history and the CPC. As an ancient nation with a
5,000-year civilization, China has had its glory days and been

BEIJING REVIEW NO.25 JUNE 24, 2021

BAEOEAR N, I BUROEA, HEEE L
£ A

BRI AN TP EXE 25155, 1R
EAIE SRS I AR EAHER

K2R . WEPARL = RFEE, 4
I EIEAATUE AT AR A, MR T T
HEE RS, ALl —F2E
T, pEEERRSE, X RS RE T, AN
FRAAIIAL . 41T %15%2%2@‘*%5%@?

ERILFEIT OB EFTHIAN , e B gt

MHEHUTORE, ATSERES S 1

BT, E bR EE R a A R
el PR AT TN AR ), Herh R 2 0
PERRAIR, (BAA DRI R, BRI
=, oS AP E RS, ETERRM

HoE, TERAREALNIL, AT
S BTk

AEMEPE S GL 100/, B
E’\JE%, REAET 2R ER P S, IERR

E 3. M — AR TECHEE R



DOCUMENT / X &

through trials and tribulations. In modern times in particular,
the Chinese nation was thrown almost to the brink of extinc-
tion as a result of aggression by imperialism and colonialism.
To save the nation, our forefathers explored and exhausted
almost all political models available at the time, including con-
stitutional monarchy, parliamentarism, multi-party system and
presidential system, and yet all ended up in failure. Finally, it
was the CPC that adapted Marxism to the Chinese context and
rallied and led the Chinese people to achieve national inde-
pendence and liberation. A right path was found to prosperity
and strength, a path of socialism with Chinese characteristics.
In recent years in particular, under the leadership of the CPC
Central Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping at its core, China
has scored a succession of historic achievements in its devel-
opment, and socialism with Chinese characteristics has entered
anew era.

This is a path of development that features constant self-re-
newal. In just a few decades since the founding of New China,
we managed to turn the country from being poor and weak into
the second largest economy in the world. We have supported
nearly 20 percent of the world’s population with only 9 percent
of the world’s total arable land; we now have a middle income
group counting over 400 million people; and we have put in
place the world’s largest social security and compulsory educa-
tion systems. For countries that have achieved modernization
over the past centuries, their populations ranged from millions
to tens of millions, or hundreds of millions, to say the most.
For China, the near completion of modernization, with its 1.4
billion people, is in itself a milestone in human development
and, more importantly, a historic contribution to the progress
of the world.

This is a path of peace that features an unwavering com-
mitment. As a country that has suffered so much from foreign
aggression and expansion, China knows the value of peace.
Hence, from the very beginning, we are determined not to
tread on the beaten path of traditional powers. Instead, we are
committed to an independent foreign policy of peace. For the
last 70-plus years since the founding of the People’s Republic,
China has never started a war or encroached upon a single
inch of foreign soil. China is the only country that has codified
peaceful development in its constitution. China has a longer
boundary, more neighboring countries, and more historical
complications than any other country in the world. Through
peaceful negotiations, China has delineated and demarcated
boundaries with 12 of its 14 land neighbors. Regarding out-
standing disputes over territory and maritime rights and inter-
ests, China has pledged to seek negotiated settlement without
resorting to the use or threat of force. In China’s diplomatic
vocabulary, there is no place for words like “coercion” or
“bullying”. China is a fast-growing major country that is com-
mitted to peaceful co-existence with all countries and to non-
hegemony, non-expansion and non-coercion. This is an irrefut-
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able major contribution to global strategic stability.

This is a path of cooperation that features benefits for the
whole world. China has always embraced the world with open
arms and acted as a trustworthy partner of the international
community. In the wake of the European debt crisis, China
firmly supported the eurozone’s response to the challenge. On
climate change, China upholds the authority and effectiveness
of the Paris Agreement. In the face of mounting protection-
ism, China has hosted the China International Import Expo for
three years running to share its opportunities with the rest of
the world. We are committed to employing a shorter negative
list and to putting in place a better business environment and
even higher-standard institutional opening-up so that the China
market will be more open to the world. Since the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) was launched seven years ago, China
has registered more than 7.8 trillion US dollars in trade and
110 billion US dollars in direct investment with BRI partner
countries, benefiting European companies among others. The
China-Europe Railway Express, now in its 10th year and run-
ning some 1,000 services every month, has become a lifeline
connecting countries as they fight COVID-19 and promote
recovery. A World Bank report suggests that by 2030, globally,
the Belt and Road Initiative could contribute to lifting 7.6 mil-
lion people from extreme poverty and 32 million from moder-
ate poverty.

China’s development has never been at the expense of
other countries’ interests; it has always focused on mutual ben-
efit and cooperation. For over 10 years, China has contributed
to more than 30 percent of global growth and more than 70
percent of global poverty reduction. Since 2008, China has re-
ceived 25 percent of exports from the least developed countries
and put off more loan repayment under the Debt Service Sus-
pension Initiative for Poorest Countries than other G20 mem-
bers. These are real efforts toward narrowing the North-South
gap. During the COVID-19 pandemic, China has provided
urgently needed supplies to 150-plus countries and 13 interna-
tional organizations, including more than 280 billion masks, 3.4
billion protective suits, and 4 billion testing kits. China is the
first to pledge making vaccines a global public good, and has
so far provided 300 million doses to the world. At the recent
Global Health Summit, President Xi Jinping announced five
new measures, including providing financial aid, supplying
vaccines, carrying out joint vaccine production, and waiving
intellectual property rights on vaccines. These measures will
lend a strong impetus to the building of a global community of
health for all.

That said, China’s development remains a long and ardu-
ous journey. Our per capita GDP, just a little over 10,000 US
dollars, ranks after the 60th in the world, far behind most
European countries. The primary task for this biggest develop-
ing country in the world is to concentrate on developing itself
and addressing the principal contradiction between China’s
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