DOCUMENT / X %

The Report on Human Rights Violations
In the United States in 2023 ()

2023 FEERBILARIRE (L)

The State Council Information Office of the People’s Republic of China
PEAREMEESKEHFEHLZE

May 2024
2024458

Foreword
The human rights situation in the United States continued to

deteriorate in 2023. In the United States, human rights are be-
coming increasingly polarized. While a ruling minority holds po-
litical, economic, and social dominance, the majority of ordinary
people are increasingly marginalized, with their basic rights and
freedoms being disregarded. A staggering 76 percent of Americans
believe that their nation is in the wrong direction.

Political infighting, government dysfunction, and gover-
nance failure in the United States have failed to protect civil and
political rights. Bipartisan consensus on gun control remains
elusive, contributing to a continued surge in mass shootings. Ap-
proximately 43,000 people were killed by gun violence in 2023,
averaging 117 deaths per day. Police brutality persists and at least
1247 deaths were attributed to police violence, marking a new
high since 2013, yet the law enforcement accountability system
remains virtually nonexistent. Taking up less than 5 percent of
the global population, the United States accounts for 25 percent
of global prison population, earning the title of a “carceral state.”
Political infighting intensifies as parties manipulate elections
through gerrymandering, leading to “‘Speaker crisis™ for twice in
the House of Representatives, further diminishing the govern-
ment’s credibility, with only 16 percent of Americans trusting the
federal government.

Deep-rooted racism persists in the United States, with cases
of severe racial discrimination. United Nations experts point out
that systemic racism against African Americans has permeated
the U.S. police force and criminal justice system. Due to signifi-
cant racial discrimination in the healthcare sector, the maternal
mortality rate for African American women is nearly three times
that of white women. Nearly 60 percent of Asians report facing
racial discrimination, with the “China Initiative” targeting Chi-
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nese scientists having far-reaching consequences. Racist ideolo-
gies proliferate across multiple sectors such as social media, mu-
sic, and gaming, and spill over across borders, making the United
States a major exporter of extreme racism internationally.

The United States is witnessing intensified wealth inequality,
with the phenomenon of “Working poor”” becoming more pro-
nounced, and the economic and social rights protection system is
seen as ineffective. Long-standing disparities in the distribution
of income between labor and capital have resulted in the most
severe wealth gap since the Great Depression of 1929. There are
11.5 million low-income working families in the United States,
but the federal minimum wage has not been raised since 2009. As
of 2023, the purchasing power of one U.S. dollar has declined to
70 percent of its value in 2009. Low-income families struggle to
afford basic necessities such as food, rent, and energy, leading to
over 650,000 people experiencing homelessness, reaching a new
high in 16 years. “Working poor” has shattered the “American
Dream” for hardworking individuals, contributing to the broadest
wave of strikes since the beginning of the 21st century, occurring
in 2023.

‘Women and children’s rights in the United States have long
been systematically violated, with constitutional provisions for
gender equality remaining absent. The United States remains the
only UN member state that has not ratified the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women and
the Convention on the Rights of the Child. In April 2023, the U.S.
Senate rejected a constitutional amendment to guarantee gender
equality. In the United States, approximately 54,000 women
lose their jobs annually due to pregnancy discrimination. Over
2.2 million women of childbearing age cannot access maternity
care. At least 21 states have enacted bans or strict restrictions on
abortion. Maternal mortality has more than doubled in the past
two decades. Sexual violence is rampant in workplaces, schools,
and homes. Children’s rights to survival and development are in
jeopardy, with many children excluded from healthcare assistance
programs. Gun violence remains a leading cause of child deaths,
and drug abuse is rampant among youth. Forty-six states have
been found to underreport around 34,800 cases of missing foster
children.

The United States, a country that has historically and present-
ly benefited from immigration, faces severe issues of exclusion
and discrimination against immigrants. Practices of exclusion and
discrimination against immigrants have been deeply ingrained
in the U.S. institutional structure, from the infamous Chinese
Exclusion Act of 1882 to the internationally condemned “Mus-
lim Ban” in 2017. Today, the immigration issue has become a
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tool for partisan gain and political blame-shifting, with
politicians disregarding the individual rights and wel-
fare of immigrants. Immigration policies are simplified
into partisan positions of “If you support, I oppose,”
ultimately becoming political theatrics to manipulate
voters. The immigration crisis falls into a vicious cycle,
with immigrants and children subjected to widespread
arrests, human trafficking, and exploitation. The hypoc-
risy of political polarization and the hypocritical nature
of American human rights are glaringly evident in the
immigration issue.

The United States has long pursued hegemonism, practiced
power politics, and abused force and unilateral sanctions. Con-
tinuous delivery of weapons such as cluster munitions to other
countries exacerbates regional tensions and armed conflicts,
resulting in a large number of civilian casualties and severe
humanitarian crises. Extensive “proxy forces” operations under-
mine social stability and violate the human rights of other na-
tions. Guantanamo Bay prison remains open to this day.

Civil and Political Rights Become Empty Talk

Gun violence in the United States takes a terrible toll on hu-
man lives, and vicious political party infighting leads to difficul-
ties in achieving consensus on gun control. The government has
abused its power to monitor citizens’ privacy, police violence has
intensified, and the system of police accountability for law en-
forcement is in vain. Political polarization continues to intensify,
election manipulation is rampant, and the credibility of the gov-
ernment continues to decline.

Gun violence inflicts a painful toll on human lives. The data
shows that all types of gun violence are on the rise in the United
States. According to the Gun Violence Archive, there were at
least 654 mass shootings in the United States in 2023. Gun vio-
lence is responsible for nearly 43,000 deaths, an average of 117
per day. For example, the ABC News website reported on Oc-
tober 28, 2023, that a mass shooting in Maine killed at least 18
people and wounded 13 others. The USA Today website reported
on December 6, 2023, that three college professors in Las Vegas
were shot dead by a former colleague. Irene Mulvey, president
of the American Association of University Professors, called gun
violence an “unacceptable national menace” and urged the U.S.
government to reform gun policy. A spike in gun-related injuries
and deaths in the United States raises serious concerns for the
UN Human Rights Committee.

Gun violence spills over. The proliferation of guns in the
United States has led to the intensification of gun smuggling in
neighboring countries, which has brought great harm to the lives
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