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3) Breakthroughs were made in opening-up pacesetter projects.

We issued a comprehensive plan for developing the Hainan Free
Trade Port, and worked faster to establish the policy and institutional
framework for its development. An additional three pilot free trade
zones were set up, including one in Beijing, and the pilot free trade
zone in Zhejiang was expanded. Over the course of the past year, 37 in-
stitutional innovation practices from pilot free trade zones were applied
across the country, bringing the total number of such practices to 260. A
total of 12 new integrated bonded areas were established, and another 7
special customs regulation zones were upgraded into integrated bonded
areas. Key pilot zones for development and opening up were set up in
Baise, Guangxi and Tacheng, Xinjiang.

4) New strides were made toward greater participation in global
economic governance.

China has actively introduced its stance and approaches through
important multilateral platforms including the BRICS, the UN, the
G20, and APEC. We made progress toward the formal signing of the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) Agreement,
the China-Cambodia Free Trade Agreement (FTA), and the China-EU
Geographical Indications Agreement. The China-Mauritius Free Trade
Agreement was put into force as scheduled. Negotiations on the China-
EU Comprehensive Agreement on Investment were completed on time,
and talks on FTAs with Norway and Moldova were accelerated. China
proposed the Global Initiative on Data Security, and promoted interna-
tional cooperation and exchanges with regard to the digital economy.
China has worked actively to develop global partnerships, advanced
coordination and cooperation with other major countries, strengthened
relations with neighboring countries, and enhanced solidarity and coop-
eration with other developing countries.

11. We stepped up efforts to ensure that people’s basic needs were
met.

To address the impact that COVID-19 has had on people’s wellbe-
ing, we scaled up investment and ensured full implementation of poli-
cies, thereby establishing a more effective social safety net and helping
our people live happier and more secure lives. Per capita disposable
personal income nationwide increased by 2.1% in real terms.

1) The employment-first policy was thoroughly and effectively
implemented.

Employment is pivotal to people’s wellbeing. Efforts to protect
market entities are also intended to stabilize employment and maintain
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living standards. We therefore strengthened support for enterprises,
lightening their burden and helping them to keep their payrolls stable
and create more jobs. We provided support and assistance to market
entities including key industries, to MSMEs, and to self-employed indi-
viduals affected by the epidemic. We also worked to increase employ-
ment by expanding effective investment.

We worked to ensure employment for key groups through multiple
channels, and supported innovation and business startups as a way to
increase employment. We carried out job creation demonstration initia-
tives through boosting innovation and entrepreneurship in social servic-
es such as domestic services, elderly care, childcare, rural tourism, and
home appliance recycling. We continued to support migrant workers
and city dwellers in returning home and moving to the countryside to
start businesses.

We supported flexible employment through diversified channels.
We scaled up recruitment in individually-owned businesses, SOEs,
public institutions, and community-level programs, and enlarged
graduate education enrollment, military recruitment, and internships.
‘We encouraged college graduates to enter market-based employment.
We coordinated efforts to ensure employment for key groups such as
demobilized military personnel and migrant workers. We supported
the establishment of 53 regional public training centers in order to help
members of key groups upgrade their skills.

2) Efforts to build a Healthy China made solid headway.

The Healthy China initiative was launched, and extensive activi-
ties to improve public sanitation were carried out. A comprehensive
effort was made to prevent and reduce teenage myopia. Elderly care
and childcare services were improved, and people’s health literacy has
improved markedly.

Construction on regional medical centers got under way, and both
the development of medical consortiums and comprehensive reforms in
county-level public hospitals proceeded smoothly, with 84% of county-
level hospitals either meeting or exceeding standards. It is estimated
that the number of beds in medical and healthcare institutions has
reached 6.5 per 1,000 people.

Continuous progress was made toward the development of a mod-
ern hospital management system, and markups on all consumables
sold by public medical institutions were abolished. Coordination be-
tween the provision of medical services and medical education was
also strengthened. The regional registration system for physicians was
improved, with the number of active physicians (physician assistants)
and general practitioners estimated at 2.9 per 1,000 people and 2.83 per
10,000 people respectively.

Reforms to centralize the procurement and use of medicines and
medical consumables were carried forward in a coordinated way, and
solid steps were taken to stabilize the supply and prices of in-demand
medicines. The number of essential medicines was increased from 520
to 685.

3) The social security system was further improved.

The number of people covered by the basic old-age insurance
schemes for urban employees and for rural and non-working urban resi-
dents reached 999 million. The centrally-regulated share of enterprise
employees’ basic old-age insurance funds was raised from 3.5% to
4.0%, and the collection and spending of funds was jointly managed at
the provincial level. Basic pension benefits for enterprise retirees were
steadily increased.

Basic medical insurance schemes for urban employees and for rural
and non-working urban residents along with the major disease insur-
ance system were all improved. Significant results were achieved in
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guaranteeing medical insurance for poor people, and steady progress
was made in making dynamic adjustments to the catalog of medicines
covered by medical insurance.

Workers’ compensation benefits were paid out to 1.85 million
employees who had suffered work-related injuries and their depen-
dents. We expanded the scope of unemployment insurance, provided
temporary unemployment subsidies, and extended such subsidies to
more unemployed migrant workers on a time-limited basis. In 2020,
13.37 million unemployed people received unemployment benefits
from varying insurance schemes. A total of 104.2 billion yuan from
unemployment insurance funds was refunded in order to help 6.08
million enterprises maintain stable employment, benefiting 156 mil-
lion employees.

We worked harder to ensure that people’s basic needs were met,
expanding the coverage of subsistence allowances to all those in need.
We introduced the policy on extending the scope of social assistance,
promptly increased social security assistance and benefit payments in
step with price increases, and stepped up assistance to people who fell
into poverty due to COVID-19 and to uninsured workers who had lost
their jobs, making sure that assistance could reach all those in need.
Subsistence allowances were extended and basic assistance to persons
living in extreme poverty was provided to approximately six million
people affected by the epidemic, and more than eight million applica-
tions for temporary assistance were approved.

We pushed forward with the renovation of old urban residential
communities nationwide, and began the renovation of 40,300 commu-
nities, involving 7.36 million households. We consistently improved the
housing support system, and began renovations on 2.09 million units of
housing in run-down urban areas. We continued to develop the housing
rental market in medium and large cities, and worked to help disadvan-
taged urban residents solve their housing problems.

We took effective and orderly steps to prevent floods and provide
disaster rescue and relief.

4) Efforts were redoubled to address inadequacies in public servic-
es, strengthen areas of weakness, and improve the quality of services.

We moved forward with the instituting of national standards for basic
public services. The gross enrollment ratio for preschool education, the
retention rate in nine-year compulsory education, and the gross enrollment
ratio for senior secondary education reached 85.2%, 95.2%, and 91.2%
respectively. Regular institutions of higher learning enrolled 9.675 million
undergraduate students and 1.107 million graduate students.

We worked to ensure that there are at least one or two fully func-
tioning county-level public hospitals in every county, one health clinic
in every town and township, and one village clinic in every administra-
tive village.

The development of the Great Wall, Grand Canal, Long March and
other signature national cultural parks was advanced in a coordinated
manner. The per capita area of sports venues is estimated at 2.2 square
meters, an increase of 4.8%. Comprehensive public service facilities
covered 96.4% of urban communities and 83.7% of rural communities,
with the area of public service facilities reaching 34.7 square meters per
100 households.

We continued to provide living allowances and nursing care subsi-
dies for people with disabilities, benefiting 11.53 million people with
disabilities who face financial difficulties and 14.33 million people who
suffer from severe disabilities, and put in place an estimated 4,403 ser-
vice facilities for people with disabilities.

We further improved the quality and expanded the size of the
domestic services sector. The Law on the Protection of Minors was
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