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Report on the Implementation of the 2023
Plan for National Economic and Social
Development and on the 2024 Dratt Plan for
National Economic and Social Development (i)
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11. We worked earnestly for the people’s benefit and ensured that
their basic living needs were met.

Bearing in mind the people-centered development philosophy, we
strengthened employment support for key groups, actively promoted
increases in the incomes of urban and rural residents, and improved the
public services system for elderly care and childcare, education, and
healthcare, so as to raise the quality of life for our people.

1) The employment-first policy was effectively and thoroughly
implemented.

We made improvements and readjustments to policies and mea-
sures for keeping employment stable. We introduced policies to help
enterprises stabilize and expand payrolls and formulated a three-year
action plan for promoting youth employment. We carried out a plan
for encouraging college graduates and other young people to secure
employment and start businesses, the youth employment promotion
campaigns, and the program to provide at least 1 million internships.
The size of recruitment for public institutions and primary-level proj-
ects was kept stable, and increased employment support was provided
for college graduates, ex-service members, migrant workers, and
people with difficulty in finding jobs. We implemented the program to
boost employment and entrepreneurship for small and medium enter-
prises that apply special, sophisticated technologies to produce novel
and unique products. Employment service stations were built in local
neighborhoods, providing public employment services at the commu-
nity level. We encouraged people to return or move to the countryside
to start businesses and provided more policy and facility support to key
groups in launching businesses and skill training.

2) The incomes of urban and rural residents increased steadily.

As the income distribution policy system improved, national per
capita disposable income rose by 6.1% in real terms, and the income
gap between urban and rural residents continued to narrow. We raised
the thresholds for childcare expenses for children under the age of
three, expenses on children’s education, and expenses on support for
parents of senior age to be deductible against individual income tax.
We extended preferential policies such as separate taxation for one-time
yearly bonuses and individual income tax refund for qualified home
buyers. We guided local governments in raising minimum wages. Basic
pension payments for retirees were raised by 3.8% on average, and the
minimum basic pension benefits for rural and non-working urban resi-
dents were raised. We took solid steps in promoting common prosperity
and supported Zhejiang Province in pursuing high-quality development
and building itself into a demonstration zone for common prosperity.

3) The Healthy China Initiative was steadily advanced.

We further advanced the Healthy China Initiative and patriotic

BEIJING REVIEW NO.19 MAY 9, 2024

(+—) IEHFRELE, EARERER
No FSEUNRADH KRS, nss s G
AR, FURIEEER £ J5 Rigl, 28 —%—
N HE BITEAIRSRR, HEEh N RATEK
PR

RSB SR A AR AR
BUORAEHE, &SRR RRRBOR, HilEft
HEER =TI R, LR
BRI SRS B TR FOT R
ST, AR Sl B AR H AR AL
e, sEfbmEeEl A IBEAN RET LA
VEIME N RSO AR, SEHE LR R M At
AR FTER TR o, HEshndt
IS TR, RIS, MAER
REAEDIL. BRI BRI E B 8

TR R RIS . AT
AR, 2ERE RN A SR SLRREE6.1%,
Yk 2 s RN ZE BRGS0/ N F2 35 AT 2240 )L
WP, TUHA. BT ABTER I
BRPRifE, ESERE—RMEREHIIBL BUBES
MNIERGER S UEBR. 15T LRI T
FhRE. BN REATRE S L3.8%, {5
W2 e RERNSRE S mpniE . FLIEIL RS
M, SCRA T e R R R T

=R E R LI . RATTR R
EATEhNE E L AEsh. HEsha s EE itk



DOCUMENT / X &

health campaigns. We promoted the high-quality development of public
hospitals and supported the construction of national- and provincial-
level regional medical centers and county-level hospitals. More quality
medical resources were made available and more evenly distributed
among regions. We improved the disease prevention and control system
and enhanced our public health capacity with regard to disease preven-
tion, control, and treatment. We managed COVID-19 with measures
against Class B infectious diseases and took effective measures on the
prevention and treatment of flu, Mycoplasma pneumonia, and other
infectious diseases. We improved policies for the bulk government pro-
curement of medicines and high-value medical consumables. We im-
plemented the major project to revitalize traditional Chinese medicine
(TCM), which promoted the preservation and innovative development
of TCM.

4) Social security services were further improved.

We expanded the coverage of social security programs, with par-
ticipants in basic old-age, unemployment, and workers’ compensation
insurance schemes reaching 1.066 billion, 244 million, and 302 million,
respectively, nationwide by the end of 2023. We took prudent steps to
bring basic old-age insurance funds for enterprise employees under
unified national management, and trials of the private pension system
delivered encouraging results.

We continued to improve services for on-the-spot settlement of
cross-provincial medical bills by ensuring the implementation of this
policy, covering 130 million hospital visits for the whole year and re-
ducing patients’ advance payments by 153.67 billion yuan.

We accelerated the building of a social insurance credit system and
promoted the use of social security cards. Trials of occupational injury
insurance for people in new forms of employment were carried out in a
prudent manner, with a total of 7.31 million people included in the in-
surance scheme by the end of 2023. We steadily promoted the construc-
tion of government-subsidized rental housing, public-rental housing,
and housing for people affected by rebuilding initiatives in run-down
urban areas, exceeding the targets for the year.

We strengthened ongoing monitoring for low-income groups,
promoted social assistance of different types at different levels, and
extended special assistance to include families just outside the margin
of eligibility for subsistence allowances as well as those experiencing
difficulties due to obligatory expenditures. We also ensured basic living
standards for the unemployed and other groups in need.

5) The public services system was continuously refined.

The system of standards for basic public services was further im-
proved, and access to basic public services became more equitable.
A new edition of the national standards for basic public services was
issued.

We promoted high-quality, balanced development of compulsory
education, intensifying efforts to shore up weak links. We launched
initiatives to expand the provision of quality basic education, promote
integration between industry and vocational education, and build China
into a leading country in education. We worked faster to improve infra-
structure for education.

Taking a proactive approach to population aging, we issued and
implemented the guidelines on developing the silver economy and
improving the wellbeing of the elderly. We advanced development of
the basic elderly care service system and promoted dedicated catering
services for the elderly. We improved the policy system aiming to boost
birth rates and built 48 prefectural- and city-level comprehensive child-
care service centers. We encouraged private entities to develop public-
benefit childcare services and continued to develop national-level child-
friendly cities. We put in place a basic funeral service system and built
more public-interest funeral service facilities.

We improved our work related to preserving and passing on Chi-
nese cultural heritage, facilitating systematical preservation efforts. We
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advanced the construction of the Great Wall, Grand Canal, Long March,
Yellow River, and Yangtze River national cultural parks. We made head-
way in implementing the national strategy for digital cultural develop-
ment, the Chinese Civilization Origins Project, and major projects under
the Chinese Archaeology program. We supported the construction of the
new building at the Sanxingdui Museum, the Yinxu Site Museum, the
Han and Wei Luoyang City Site Museum, and the Jingdezhen National
Ceramic Cultural Inheritance and Innovation Experimental Zone. The
Cultural Landscape of Old Tea Forests of the Jingmai Mountain in Pu’er
was included in the World Heritage List.

We developed a higher-standard public services system for promot-
ing general fitness and exercise. We promoted the construction, man-
agement, opening, and utilization of sports parks and improved facili-
ties and services for outdoor activities. The 31st summer edition of the
FISU World University Games in Chengdu and the 19th Asian Games
and the 4th Asian Para Games in Hangzhou were a great success.

We facilitated the development of urban community-embedded
service facilities, worked to raise the quality and expand the size of the
domestic service sector, and supported and guided efforts to turn peo-
ple working conditionally in this sector into full enterprise employees.
All this helped ensure that communities have better access to domestic
services.

Overall, the main projected targets for economic and social devel-
opment in 2023 were fulfilled, and the projected targets for specific
aspects, including economic growth and people’s wellbeing, were satis-
factorily met. Notable progress was made in innovation-driven develop-
ment, with continued increases in R&D spending and the added value
of core digital economy industries as a proportion of GDP. The green
and low-carbon transition moved forward, with the share of non-fossil
energy in the total energy consumption rising steadily and the discharge
of major pollutants continuing to reduce. The people’s wellbeing was
further improved as more urban jobs were created than projected, per-
sonal income grew faster than the economy, and basic public services
were further strengthened. Effective steps were taken to guarantee food
security, and crude oil and natural gas outputs continued to grow. How-
ever, industrial growth fell short of projected targets as the recovery of
some industries failed to meet projections on account of impacts from
slowing export growth, decreasing sales and investments in the real es-
tate market, overcapacity in some sectors, and other factors. Due to the
rapid growth of industrial and civilian energy consumption, reductions
in energy and carbon intensity also fell short of expectations.

Over the past year, as changes and turbulence swelled in the inter-
national landscape and geopolitical tensions intensified, the adverse
effects of external changes on our country continued to grow. Domesti-
cally, cyclical problems interacted with structural ones. Many areas
were hit by droughts, floods, or other severe natural disasters. All of
these factors have brought complexities and challenges to our economic
work rarely seen in years. Against the backdrop of an unusually com-
plex international environment and the challenging tasks of promoting
reform, development, and stability at home, our achievements in eco-
nomic and social development were indeed not easily attained.

We owe these achievements to the strategic planning and strong
leadership of the CPC Central Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping
at its core, the unifying wisdom and sound guidance of Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, the
high sense of responsibility and solid actions of all regions and depart-
ments, and the concerted and relentless efforts of the whole Party and
Chinese people of all ethnic groups.

In the process of overcoming these challenges, the NPC exercised
oversight in an appropriate, effective, and law-based manner, and NPC
deputies participated in the exercise of state power in accordance with
the law, offering many constructive opinions and suggestions on social
and economic development work. The CPPCC National Committee
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