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Foreword

“I can’t breathe!”

—George Floyd

“The scenes (the U.S. Capitol building violence) we have seen are
the result of lies and more lies, of division and contempt for democra-
cy, of hatred and rabble-rousing—even from the very highest levels.”

—German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier

In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic wreaked havoc around the
world, posing a major threat to human security. The virus respects no
borders, nor does the epidemic distinguish between races. To defeat
the epidemic requires mutual help, solidarity and cooperation among
all countries. However, the United States, which has always consid-
ered itself an exception and superior, saw its own epidemic situation
go out of control, accompanied by political disorder, inter-ethnic
conflicts, and social division. It further added to the human rights vio-
lations in the country, the so-called “city upon a hill” and “beacon of
democracy.”

—The epidemic went out of control and turned into a human
tragedy due to the government’s reckless response. By the end of
February 2021, the United States, home to less than 5 percent of the
world’s population, accounted for more than a quarter of the world’s
confirmed COVID-19 cases and nearly one-fifth of the global deaths
from the disease. More than 500,000 Americans lost their lives due to
the virus.

—Disorder in American democratic institutions led to political
chaos, further tearing the fabric of society apart. Money-tainted poli-
tics distorted and suppressed public opinion, turning elections into a
“one-man show” of the wealthy class and people’s confidence in the
American democratic system dropped to the lowest level in 20 years.
Amid increasing political polarization, hate politics evolved into a na-
tional plague, and the Capitol was stormed in post-election riots.

—Ethnic minority groups suffered systematic racial discrimina-
tion and were in a difficult situation. People of color made up about
one-third of all minors under the age of 18 in the United States
but two-thirds of all of the country’s imprisoned minors. African
Americans are three times as likely as whites to be infected with the
coronavirus, twice as likely to die from COVID-19, and three times as
likely to be killed by the police. One in four young Asian Americans
has been the target of racial bullying.

—Gun trade and shooting incidents hit a record high, and people’s
confidence in social order waned. Americans bought 23 million guns
in 2020 against the background of an out-of-control epidemic, accom-
panied by racial justice protests and election-related conflicts, a surge
of 64 percent compared with 2019. First-time gun buyers exceeded
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8 million. More than 41,500 people were killed in shooting incidents
across the United States in the year, an average of more than 110 a
day, and there were 592 mass shootings nationwide, an average of
more than 1.6 a day.

—George Floyd, an African American, died after being brutally
kneeled on his neck by a white police officer, sparking a national out-
cry. Widespread protests for racial justice erupted in 50 states. The U.S.
government suppressed demonstrators by force, and more than 10,000
people were arrested. A large number of journalists were attacked and
arrested for no reason.

—The gap between the rich and the poor widened, with the
people at the bottom of society living in misery. The epidemic led to
mass unemployment. Tens of millions of people lost health insurance
coverage. One in six Americans and one in four American children
were at risk of hunger. Vulnerable groups became the biggest victims
of the government’s reckless response to the epidemic.

The U.S. government, instead of introspecting on its own terrible
human rights record, kept making irresponsible remarks on the human
rights situation in other countries, exposing its double standards and
hypocrisy on human rights. Standing at a new crossroads, mankind
is faced with new, grave challenges. It is hoped that the U.S. side will
show humility and compassion for the suffering of its own people,
drop hypocrisy, bullying, “Big Stick”” and double standards, and work
with the international community to build a community with a shared
future for humanity.

I. Incompetent Pandemic Containment
Leads to Tragic Outcome

The United States claimed to be most abundant in medical re-
sources and healthcare capacity, yet its response to the COVID-19
pandemic was chaotic, causing it to lead the world in the numbers of
confirmed COVID-19 cases and related deaths.

Incompetent pandemic response led to dire consequences. A tally
by Johns Hopkins University showed that as of the end of February
2021, the United States has registered more than 28 million confirmed
COVID-19 cases, with related deaths exceeding 500,000. With a pop-
ulation of less than 5 percent of the world’s total, the United States ac-
counted for more than 25 percent of all the confirmed cases and nearly
20 percent of the deaths. On December 20, 2020, CNN reported that
the state of California alone had reported 1.845 million COVID-19
cases and 22,599 deaths, which translates to roughly 4,669 known
cases and 57 deaths for every 100,000 residents. Even these numbers
don’t give the whole picture of the state, because many cases, includ-
ing mild or asymptomatic infections, had not been diagnosed. Had
the American authorities taken science-based measures to contain the
pandemic, this could have been avoided. But since they had not, the
pandemic, as epidemiologist and former head of the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) William Foege had put it, is “a
slaughter” to the United States.

National leaders ignored warnings from experts and downplayed
the seriousness of the pandemic. According to the timeline of CO-
VID-19 pandemic in the United States released by media outlets
including The New York Times and The Washington Post, the Trump
administration had repeatedly ignored alarms regarding the risks of
the pandemic. In early January 2020, a National Security Council
office had already received intelligence reports predicting the spread
of the virus to the United States. In a January 29, 2020 memo, then
‘White House trade adviser Peter Navarro projected that a coronavirus
pandemic might lead to as many as half a million deaths and trillions
of dollars in economic losses. A number of health officials, including
then Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar, and medical
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experts also warned of the possibility of a pandemic in the United
States. None of the aforementioned warnings brought the imminent
pandemic to the Trump administration’s attention. Instead, the admin-
istration focused on controlling the message, and released mislead-
ing signals to the public by claiming “the risk of the virus to most
Americans was very low,” suggesting that the coronavirus is no worse
than the common flu, and stating the virus will “miraculously go
away” when the weather gets warmer. Thus, the country lost crucial
weeks for pandemic prevention and control. An article published on
the website of The New York Times on April 13, 2020 commented
that, then American leader’s “preference for following his gut rather
than the data cost time, and perhaps lives.”

Government inaction led to uncontrolled pandemic spread.
“There’s no need for that many to have died. We chose, as a country,
to take our foot off the gas pedal. We chose to, and that’s the tragedy.”
So commented David Hayes-Bautista, a professor of medicine at the
University of California, Los Angeles, after the pandemic death toll
hit 300,000 in the United States. Disease modelers with the Columbia
University also estimated that, if the United States had begun locking
down cities and limiting social contact on March 1, 2020, two weeks
earlier than most people started staying home, about 83 percent of the
nation’s pandemic-related deaths would have been avoided. An edito-
rial from the website of medical journal The Lancet, published on May
17, 2020, commented that the U.S. government was obsessed with
magic bullets—vaccines, new medicines, or a hope that the virus will
simply disappear. At the same time, it noted that only a steadfast reli-
ance on basic public health principles, like testing, tracing, and isolation,
would see the emergency brought to an end. Even when the pandemic
is spreading in a vast area in the United States, the administration was
hasty to restart the economy due to political concerns. According to
news website Vox on August 11, 2020, in April and May last year, sev-
eral states rushed to reopen and caused the virus to shift to the South,
West and eventually the rest of the United States. In addition, despite
that experts had recommended people wear masks in public, the then
American leader and some state officials had been extremely reluctant
to issue any decree to make wearing masks mandatory.

Chaotic pandemic control and prevention measures caused confu-
sion among the public. An article published by CNN on May 9, 2020
called the U.S. response to the pandemic “consistently inconsistent,”
and noted that there were no national guidelines and no organized ef-
forts to reopen the country beyond what measures states had taken.
The article also said that in terms of pandemic control and prevention,
public health officials say one thing while governors say another and
the national leader says something else entirely. In addition, after the
experts called for federal leadership, the then American leader left it
to cities and states to solve national problems with testing and hospi-
tal supplies by themselves. When the federal government released a
phased plan for reopening, the leader called on states to reopen faster.
After the CDC recommended that people wear masks in public, the
leader refused to do so for months. Even more ridiculously, the leader
at one point advocated injecting bleach as a treatment.

National leaders shirked their responsibility out of arrogance.
Despite one ludicrous idea after another, the then American leader
refused to admit any fault. Instead, the leader invented all sorts of
excuses to gloss over his mistakes while shirking from responsibili-
ties. For one, the then leader insisted that the U.S. leads the world in
COVID-19 cases because it tested more than any other country in
the world. When asked about testing problems and rising deaths, the
leader claimed he “doesn’t take responsibility at all.”” However, White
House adviser and National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Dis-
eases director Anthony Fauci admitted that the numbers didn’t lie and
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