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Global Times: China’s neighborhood diplomacy in 2023 began with
the China-Central Asia Summit and concluded on a high note with the
agreement between China and Viet Nam to build a community with
a shared future that carries strategic significance. Many believe that
this shows China’s pursuit of neighborhood diplomacy featuring amity,
sincerity, mutual benefit and inclusiveness has come to fruition. How
do you envision China’s neighborhood diplomacy this year?

Wang Yi: The Chinese people have a saying that a close neighbor is
better than a distant relative. China and its neighboring countries will al-
ways be there for each other, and Asia is our common home. Making it a
better place is the shared hope of all countries in the region. Since President
Xi Jinping initiated our neighborhood diplomacy featuring amity, sincerity,
mutual benefit and inclusiveness, we have worked with our neighbors to
open up new prospects for good neighborliness and friendship, and have
found the distinctive Asian way for getting along well with each other.

We stay committed to forging friendship with our neighbors. We re-
spect each other’s core and major concerns, maintain frequent high-level
exchanges, and endeavor to increase mutual understanding and affinity
among our peoples. The idea of good neighborliness and friendship has
won stronger popular support, and the vision of a community with a shared
future has taken root in the hearts of our peoples.

We stay committed to treating each other with sincerity. We believe in
seeking common ground while shelving differences, accommodating each
other’s comfort levels, enhancing understanding and trust through candid
communication, and settling differences and frictions through dialogue and
consultation. We work together to tackle risks and challenges, and stand
side by side as good neighbors in trying times.

We stay committed to mutual benefit. We make good use of our comple-
mentary strengths to help each other achieve development and revitalization.
A large number of cooperation projects, such as the China-Laos railway, the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, the China-Central Asia natural gas pipe-
line, the China-Malaysia twin industrial parks, and the Jakarta-Bandung high
speed railway, have boosted growth in the region.

We stay committed to openness and inclusiveness. We practice open
regionalism, take an active part in East Asian cooperation, support ASEAN
centrality, and promote deeper and more substantive China-Japan-ROK
trilateral cooperation. The China-Central Asia Summit and the Lancang-
Mekong Cooperation mechanism have made robust progress. The SCO has
become a regional organization that covers the largest area and popula-
tion in the world.

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence. Although born in Asia, the five principles transcend differences
in social system and ideology. They have become basic norms governing
international relations and fundamental principles of international law, con-
tributing the wisdom of the East to properly handling state-to-state relations.
Seventy years later, the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence are not out-
dated. They are even more relevant and vibrant than ever. China stands ready
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to work with our neighbors to carry forward the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence toward building a community with a shared future for Asia and
for mankind, so that Asia can continue to contribute to world peace and pro-
vide impetus to global growth.

China Global Television Network: The Ukraine crisis still shows no
sign of abating. During last month’s Munich Security Conference, you
said that all China has done is to promote peace. When do you think
the parties will be able to return to the negotiating table?

Wang Yi: On the Ukraine issue, China has all along held an objec-
tive and impartial position and promoted peace talks. President Xi Jinping
had in-depth exchanges with world leaders including those of Russia and
Ukraine. China has also published its position paper, and its special repre-
sentative has traveled intensively to mediate among different parties. All our
efforts point to one goal, that is, to pave the way for ending the conflict and
starting peace talks.

One strong impression we got at the recent Munich Security Confer-
ence is that, as more and more people begin to worry about a possible lose-
lose outcome, they are ready to create conditions to explore a reliable way
out of this crisis.

Past experience shows that a conflict, when prolonged, tends to deterio-
rate and escalate, even to the extent unthinkable for parties concerned. In the
absence of peace talks, misperception and miscalculation will accumulate
and may lead to an even bigger crisis. Lessons in this regard should not be
forgotten.

All conflicts have to end at the negotiating table. The earlier the talks
start, the sooner peace will arrive. As long as all parties abide by the pur-
poses and principles of the U.N. Charter, and their legitimate concerns are
properly addressed, a balanced, effective and sustainable security architec-
ture can and will be established in Europe.

President Xi Jinping has put forward four points about what must be done.
They are China’s fundamental guide in seeking a political settlement of the
Ukraine crisis. China supports the holding in due course of an international
peace conference that is recognized by both Russia and Ukraine and ensures the
equal participation of all parties and fair discussions on all peace plans. China
looks forward to the early restoration of peace and stability on the European
continent and will continue to play a constructive role to this end.

China News Service: How will China’s diplomacy better serve
Chinese modernization? Some have expressed concerns over China’s
development prospect, what is your response?

Wang Yi: China’s economy grew by 5.2 percent last year, contribut-
ing to one-third of global growth. It shows that China remains strong as an
engine for growth. The next China is still China. I also wish to draw your
attention to a number of new trends.

First, China’s development is driven not only by a reasonable growth
in quantity but also an effective upgrade in quality. Emerging industries are
booming. Green transition has yielded impressive outcomes. Social expec-
tation is improving steadily. And new quality productive forces are taking
shape at a faster pace.

Second, China’s super-sized market, with over 1.4 billion people, is
unleashing opportunities for the world. The explosive growth of new de-
mands and new business forms is rapidly expanding the room for China’s
own development and for its cooperation with the world.

Third, China is opening its door wider, as more substantive steps are
taken in its high-standard, institutional opening up. China’s overall tariff
has been reduced to a level similar to developed country members of the
World Trade Organization (WTO). Negative list for foreign investment is
shortened to less than 31 items. All restrictions on foreign investment ac-
cess in the manufacturing sector have been lifted. Opening up in the service
sector is being advanced at a faster pace. Return on investment for foreign
businesses is still one of the highest in the world.

China prospers through interaction with the world, and the world be-
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comes better off when China does well. Spreading pessimistic views on
China will end up harming oneself, and misjudging China will result in
missed opportunities.

Economic diplomacy is an important part of our external work. We
will continue to take steps to facilitate visits to and from China, includ-
ing more convenient payment. I wish to share with you that starting from
March 14, China will further extend, on a pilot basis, visa exemption to
six countries including Switzerland, Ireland, Hungary, Austria, Belgium
and Luxembourg. We hope more countries will offer Chinese citizens visa
facilitation, and work with us to build fast-track networks for cross-border
travels and encourage speedy resumption of international passenger flights.
This will make it more convenient for Chinese citizens to travel abroad, and
make foreign friends feel at home in China.

We will organize more tours outside the capital city for foreign diplo-
mats in China, and build more bridges for local governments and busi-
nesses to engage in international cooperation.

We will cooperate with competent departments to work on the negotia-
tion and signing of more high-standard free trade agreements, expanding
a global-oriented network of free trade areas, and safeguarding the steady
and smooth functioning of global industrial, supply and data chains.

We will join efforts to strengthen the various platforms for international
cooperation, including the China International Import Expo (CIIE), the
China International Fair for Trade in Services (CIFTIS), the China Interna-
tional Consumer Products Expo (CICPE), and the China International Sup-
ply Chain Expo (CISCE). We will continue to make the business environ-
ment more market-oriented, law-based and up to international standards in
an effort to stabilize expectations and provide longer-term benefits to global
investors and partners.

ANTARA News Agency: China and ASEAN member coun-
tries agreed to accelerate negotiations for a binding Code of Conduct
(COC) for the South China Sea. What does China offer for a more
harmonious and peaceful environment in the South China Sea?

Wang Yi: The Chinese people have lived by and worked in the
South China Sea for generations. Since early days, the South China Sea
Islands have been territories under the jurisdiction of the Chinese govern-
ment in accordance with the law. Nowadays, the South China Sea is the
busiest, safest and freest waterway in the world. For decades, fifty percent
of the world’s merchant vessels have sailed through this waterway, ac-
counting for one-third of maritime trade, and this has never been disrupted
or hampered. Despite the turbulence in the world, peace and stability in the
South China Sea have been maintained thanks to the collective efforts of
China and ASEAN countries. This does not come by easily and should be
dearly cherished.

The most important experience we have drawn is that we must ad-
here to two principles. First, differences should be properly managed and
resolved through dialogue, consultation, or negotiation between states
directly involved. Second, peace at the sea should be upheld by China and
ASEAN countries working together. These are also the core principles in
the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DOC)
signed in 2002.

On maritime disputes, China has been exercising a high degree of re-
straint. We maintain that parties should find solutions that are acceptable
to each and all by working in the spirit of good-neighborliness and friend-
ship, and on the basis of respecting historical and legal facts. But abusing
such good faith should not be allowed. Distorting maritime laws cannot
be accepted. In face of deliberate infringements, we will take justified ac-
tions to defend our rights in accordance with the law. In face of unwarranted
provocation, we will respond with prompt and legitimate countermea-
sures. We also urge certain countries outside this region not to make provo-
cations, pick sides, or stir up troubles and problems in the South China Sea.

On upholding peace and stability in the South China Sea, it is important
that China and ASEAN countries continue implementing the DOC, and at
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