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State Gouncilor and Foreign Minister
Wang Yi Meets the Press ()
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China Review News Agency: China’s NPC is expected to
make a decision on the electoral system in the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region. Some foreign governments as-
sert that this would violate One Country, Two Systems. What is
China’s response to the assertion?

Wang Yi: First [ want to make it clear: the move to improve
Hong Kong’s electoral system and ensure “patriots administer-
ing Hong Kong” is necessitated by the need to advance the One
Country, Two Systems cause and maintain long-term stability in
Hong Kong. It is a constitutional power and responsibility of the
NPC, and is totally constitutional, lawful and justified.

Loyalty to the motherland is a basic political ethic of all public
office holders and aspirants anywhere in the world. Hong Kong
is no exception. Hong Kong is a special administrative region of
China, a part of the People’s Republic. How can we expect some-
one who does not love his motherland to truly love Hong Kong?
Loving Hong Kong and loving the motherland are consistent
requirements.

Under the colonial rule, there was no democracy to speak of in
Hong Kong. Over the past 24 years since Hong Kong’s return, no
one has cared more about Hong Kong’s democracy and continued
prosperity and stability than the Central Government of China.
Hong Kong’s shift from chaos to stability fully serves the interests
of all parties. It will provide stronger safeguards for protecting the
rights and interests of Hong Kong residents and the lawful inter-
ests of foreign investors. We have the resolve to continue to imple-
ment One Country, Two Systems under which the people of Hong
Kong administer Hong Kong with a high degree of autonomy.
We also have the confidence to usher in a brighter future for Hong
Kong.

NBC: The new US administration has concerns, from the
South China Sea and Taiwan, to Xinjiang, Hong Kong and
Tibet. To stabilize relations, do you think there is still room for
China to probably consider concessions in any of these areas?

Wang Yi: Non-interference in each other’s internal affairs
is an explicit principle in the Charter of the United Nations and
a basic norm governing international relations. It must be faith-
fully observed by all countries, including China and the United
States. The issues you referred to are mostly China’s internal af-
fairs. The Chinese people are in the best position to tell whether
China is doing a good job. The Chinese people can best decide
what is the right thing for China to do. In the meantime, we are
willing to communicate with all sides on the basis of respect for
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sovereignty to enhance mutual trust, remove misunderstanding,
and share relevant facts. But we will not accept groundless ac-
cusations or defamation, and we will not allow our core inter-
ests to be breached. For quite some time, the United States has
been willfully interfering in other countries’ internal affairs in
the name of democracy and human rights. This has created lots
of trouble in the world and, in some cases, turbulence and con-
flict. It is important that the United States recognize this as soon
as possible. Otherwise, the world will remain far from being a
tranquil place.

As two countries with different social systems, China and
the United States naturally have differences and disagreements.
What matters most is to manage them effectively through candid
communication to prevent strategic miscalculation and avoid
conflict and confrontation. China and the United States are the
world’s two largest economies. As our interests converge, the two
countries may also see a competitive element in our relations.
This is normal. What matters is that the two sides should advocate
healthy competition on a fair and just basis for the purpose of self-
improvement and mutual enhancement, rather than finger-pointing
or zero-sum competition. More importantly, in the interest of the
two countries and the whole world, cooperation should be the
main goal for both China and the United States. The list of areas
where the two countries can and should cooperate is very clear,
including COVID response, economic recovery, climate change
and many others. We are open-minded to explore and deepen co-
operation with the United States. We hope that the United States
will move in the same direction and remove all its unreasonable
restrictions on bilateral cooperation as early as possible, not create
new obstacles.

On the Chinese New Year’s eve last month, President Xi
Jinping had a phone call with President Joe Biden. The two heads
of state had an in-depth exchange of views on China-US relations
and pointed the way forward for bringing the relationship back
on track. We are ready to work with the United States to follow
through on the outcomes of this important phone call, and set
China-US relations on a new path of healthy and steady growth.

CGTN: This year marks the 50th anniversary of the resto-
ration of the lawful seat of the People’s Republic of China in
the United Nations. Could you give us some comments on this
topic? Many countries have high hopes for the reform of the
UN. What is China’s view?

Wang Yi: Fifty years ago, the 26th session of the United
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution to restore the law-
ful seat of the People’s Republic of China in the UN. The audi-
ence broke into rapturous and long applause. Many from brotherly
countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America cheered and hugged
each other in celebration. Representatives from 57 countries took
the podium to extend congratulations. That was indeed a his-
toric moment. With a major country of one fourth of the world’s
population rejoining the family of nations, the organization
finally achieved universality in a real sense. From that day on, the
People’s Republic of China has contributed its share to world
peace and development as a trustworthy and reliable participant in
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this noble cause.

Over the past half century, China has firmly safeguarded the
UN-centered international system, and the international order
underpinned by international law. China has joined almost all
international intergovernmental organizations and acceded to
over 500 international conventions. Today, China is the second
largest contributor to the UN peacekeeping budget, and has sent
more peacekeepers to UN missions than any other permanent
member of the Security Council. China champions equity and
justice, and stands for equality among all countries regardless
of their size. China’s vote in the UN always belongs to the de-
veloping world.

Given the profound evolution of the international situation,
the international community is expecting the UN to keep pace
with the times and improve itself through reform. In our view, no
matter how the situation may evolve and how the reform may pro-
ceed, the following principles must be preserved:

First, upholding the purposes and principles of the UN Charter.
The Charter sets out basic norms for interactions among states and
for settling international disputes. Acts in violation of the Charter
bring damage to world peace and stability.

Second, preserving the central role of the UN in the interna-
tional system. As the most universal, representative and authorita-
tive international organization in the world today, the UN’s role
should only be strengthened, not weakened. All countries must be
willing to defend the authority of the UN.

Third, keeping to the basic rule of equal-footed consultation at
the UN. The UN is not a club for big or rich countries. All coun-
tries enjoy sovereign equality, and no country is in a position to
dictate international affairs. We should increase the representation
and voice of developing countries in the UN to better reflect the
shared aspiration of the overwhelming majority of countries.

Standing at a new historic starting point, we in China will
earnestly act upon the major initiatives and measures announced
by President Xi Jinping, take a more active part in UN activities,
and work toward the UN’s vision for a world in which nations
beat swords into ploughshares and enjoy lasting peace without the
scourge of war.

Agence France-Presse: The Biden administration said last
month that the transatlantic alliance is back. How will China
approach the trilateral relationship with Europe and the
United States?

Wang Yi: In the past year, President Xi Jinping had three
video meetings with European leaders and kept close communica-
tion at the top level. The two sides enhanced mutual trust as they
fought COVID-19 together and upgraded cooperation as they
marked the 45th anniversary of diplomatic ties. The two sides
signed the agreement on geographical indications, concluded ne-
gotiations of the investment agreement on schedule, and for the
first time, China became the EU’s largest trading partner. In the
face of crises and challenges, China-Europe relations have dem-
onstrated resilience and vitality, sending out a positive message to
the world.

Past experience proves that China and Europe share extensive
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