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Preface
China is the largest developing country in the world. Since its 

founding in 1949, the People’s Republic of China has always dem-
onstrated a spirit of internationalism and humanitarianism following 
and supporting other developing countries’ efforts to improve their 
people’s lives and achieve development. From the outset, even though 
China was itself short of funds, it started offering assistance to needy 
FRXQWULHV�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�WKHLU�ÀJKW�IRU�QDWLRQDO�LQGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�OLEHUD-
tion, and their effort to promote economic and social development, 
which laid a solid foundation for long-term friendship and cooperation 
with those countries. After launching reform and opening up in 1978, 
China has provided other developing economies with even more aid 
in more diverse forms to boost common development. 

China entered a new era after the 18th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) in 2012. President Xi Jinping 
has considered China’s responsibilities from a global perspective, 
and proposed the vision of a global community of shared future and 
the Belt and Road Initiative. China is committed to pursuing the 
greater good and shared interests, and upholding the principles of 
VLQFHULW\��UHDO�UHVXOWV��DIÀQLW\��DQG�JRRG�IDLWK�IRU�GHYHORSLQJ�UHOD-
tions with other developing countries and the principles of amity, 
VLQFHULW\��PXWXDO�EHQHÀW��DQG�LQFOXVLYHQHVV�IRU�H[SDQGLQJ�UHODWLRQV�
with neighboring countries. To this end, President Xi has taken ad-
vantage of many major international occasions to announce a broad 
range of cooperation measures. These present China’s approach, 
offer its vision, and contribute its strength to resolving global devel-
opment issues and implementing the United Nations 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development. In response to the call of the times, 
China has been upgrading its foreign assistance to a model of in-
ternational development cooperation, taking on new initiatives and 
achieving greater results in this new era. 

The Chinese government is publishing this white paper to intro-
duce China’s views on international development cooperation1 in 
the new era, the actions it has taken, and its plans for the future.

I. International Development  
Cooperation in the New Era and a  

Global Community of Shared Future
The unprecedented level of interconnection and interdepen-

dence among countries binds them into a global community of 

China’s International Development  
Cooperation in the New Era (I)
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shared future. Guided by this vision, China’s international develop-
ment cooperation in the new era has a more profound philosophical 
basis and clearer goals, which lead to more concrete actions. 

1. Cultural and Philosophical Origins
China has a cultural foundation and national character that 

attach great importance to good faith, friendship, justice and righ-
teousness. This is an inherent force driving China’s development 
cooperation, which is based on the following notions: 

—The Chinese nation’s ideal of universal harmony. China 
pursues an ideal world where the Great Way rules for the common 
good, respects the principles of good neighborliness and harmony 
in relations with all other countries, and advocates cooperation and 
PXWXDO�KHOS��'HHS�URRWHG�LQ�&KLQHVH�FXOWXUH��WKHVH�DUH�WKH�ÀUP�EH-
liefs that inspire China’s development cooperation. Upholding the 
belief that all countries are members of a global village with shared 
future, China advocates fairer and more equitable international rela-
tions, and steadfastly contributes to global development. 

—The Chinese idea of repaying kindness with kindness. The 
Chinese people will always remember the support and help that 
China has received from other countries and international organiza-
tions. Chinese culture admires those who return the favor of a drop 
of water in need with a spring of water indeed. China is willing to 
VKDUH�LWV�VXFFHVVIXO�H[SHULHQFH�ZLWKRXW�UHVHUYDWLRQ�WR�ERRVW�GHYHO-
RSPHQW�LQ�RWKHU�SODFHV�DQG�EHQHÀW�PRUH�FRXQWULHV�DQG�SHRSOHV��

—The Chinese tradition of internationalism. The Chinese 
people always preserve a sense of justice and a feeling of sympathy. 
In 1950, just one year after the founding of the People’s Republic, 
China did its utmost to support other countries in their campaigns 
IRU�QDWLRQDO�LQGHSHQGHQFH�LQ�VSLWH�RI�LWV�RZQ�GLIÀFXOWLHV��2YHU�WKH�
past seven decades, the Chinese nation has forged ahead, moving 
from poverty and backwardness towards strength and prosperity. 
The Chinese people hope that other peoples will also lead a good 
life while theirs is improving, and are willing to contribute as much 
as they can to other developing countries’ efforts to satisfy their 
people’s aspiration for a better life. 

—China’s sense of responsibility as a major country. China is 
a founding member of the United Nations and also a permanent 
member of the UN Security Council. It upholds the universal values 
of humanity—peace, development, equity, justice, democracy and 
freedom—and sticks to a development path that is peaceful, open, 
cooperative and inclusive. China considers it a duty to actively en-
gage in development cooperation as a responsible member of the 
international community. China considers it a mission to contribute 
more to humanity. Its wish is to offer more public goods to the in-
ternational community and join forces with other countries to build 
a better common future. 

2. China’s Approaches to Development Cooperation
%DVHG�RQ�LWV�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW�FRRSHUD-

tion since the 18th CPC National Congress, China has formed dis-
tinctive approaches in keeping with the new era while maintaining 
LWV�ÀQH�WUDGLWLRQV��DV�HODERUDWHG�EHORZ��

—Promoting a global community of shared future is the mis-
sion of China’s international development cooperation. Humanity 
shares a common stake in development, and world stability and 
prosperity cannot be achieved unless developing countries can 
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progress. By helping other developing countries reduce poverty and 
improve their people’s lives, China works together with them to 
QDUURZ�WKH�1RUWK�6RXWK�JDS��HOLPLQDWH�WKH�GHÀFLW�LQ�GHYHORSPHQW��
establish a new model of international relations based on mutual 
respect, equity, justice and win-win cooperation, and build an open, 
inclusive, clean and beautiful world that enjoys lasting peace, uni-
versal security and common prosperity. 

—Pursuing the greater good and shared interests, with higher 
priority given to the former, is the underlying guideline. This rep-
resents one of China’s cultural traditions and embodies its belief in 
internationalism. Under this guideline, China strives to make the 
cake of prosperity bigger, and hopes developing countries will ad-
YDQFH�IDVWHU�WR�VKDUH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�EHQHÀWV�RIIHUHG�E\�RSHQ�
GHYHORSPHQW��2EVHUYLQJ�WKH�SULQFLSOH�RI�PXWXDO�EHQHÀW�IRU�ZLQ�
win outcomes, it offers as much assistance as it can while taking 
into consideration of the interests and needs of other developing 
countries. 

—South-South cooperation is the focus. In spite of China’s 
tremendous achievements, two realities have not changed: China 
is in the primary stage of socialism and will remain so for a long 
time to come, and China is still the world’s largest developing 
economy. China’s development cooperation is a form of mutual 
assistance between developing countries. It falls into the category 
of South-South cooperation and therefore is essentially different 
from North-South cooperation. China is a staunch supporter, ac-
tive participant and key contributor of South-South cooperation. 
It will continue to shoulder the international responsibilities com-
mensurate with its development level and capacity, and further 
H[SDQG�6RXWK�6RXWK�FRRSHUDWLRQ��VR�DV�WR�SURPRWH�MRLQW�HIIRUWV�IRU�
common development.

—Belt and Road cooperation is a major platform. The Silk 
Road Economic Belt and the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road are 
VLJQLÀFDQW�SXEOLF�JRRGV�&KLQD�RIIHUV�WR�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG�DQG�D�PD-
jor platform for international development cooperation. China has 
joined hands with other countries to promote policy, infrastructure, 
WUDGH��ÀQDQFLDO�DQG�SHRSOH�WR�SHRSOH�FRQQHFWLYLW\��WR�EXLOG�WKH�%HOW�
and Road into a path towards peace, prosperity, opening up, innova-
WLRQ��JUHHQ�GHYHORSPHQW��FXOWXUDO�H[FKDQJHV��DQG�FOHDQ�JRYHUQPHQW��

—Helping other developing countries to pursue the UN 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development is a key goal. The 2030 
Agenda is a guiding blueprint for development cooperation around 
the world and has a lot in common with the Belt and Road Initia-
tive. The international community has made initial progress in 
achieving the agenda’s goals in recent years, but global develop-
PHQW�UHPDLQV�XQEDODQFHG�DQG�LQDGHTXDWH��7KH�&29,'����SDQ-
demic has posed a serious threat to the 2030 Agenda, making it a 
tough task to achieve its goals in all countries and for all people 
as scheduled. Through international cooperation on improving 
development capacity and optimizing development partnerships, 
China has helped other developing countries mitigate the impact of 
the pandemic, so as to accelerate action for the 2030 Agenda and 
achieve common prosperity. 

3. China’s Principles for Development Cooperation
China’s principles for international development cooperation 

are as follows:
—Respecting each other as equals. China always supports 
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