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Equity, Justice and Inclusiveness

Thirty years ago, delegates at the World
Conference on Human Rights in Vienna,
Austria, overcame differences and ad-
opted the landmark Vienna Declaration
and Programme of Action. While affirm-
ing the equality of all human rights, the
document reiterates the right to develop-
ment is an inalienable right and stronger
international cooperation is a must.

The Forum on Global Human Rights
Governance was held in Beijing on
June 14-15 with the theme Equality,
Cooperation and Development: the 30th
Anniversary of the Vienna Declaration
and Programme of Action and Global
Human Rights Governance. In a con-
gratulatory letter to the forum, President
Xi Jinping said China is ready to work
with the rest of the world to act on the
principles enshrined in the Vienna
Declaration and Programme of Action,
push for greater equity, justice, reason
and inclusiveness in global human rights
governance, promote the development
of a community with a shared future for
humanity and jointly build a better world.

Currently global human rights gover-
nance is facing severe challenges. A few
countries use human rights as an excuse
to interfere in the domestic affairs of oth-

ers, going so far as to weaponize them to
curb other nations’ development. China
regards the rights to subsistence and
development as the primary and basic
human rights, and believes that living a
life of contentment is the ultimate human
right. It is also committed to advancing
human rights in an all-round way, from
economic, social, cultural and environ-
mental rights to civil and political rights.
As the largest developing country in
the world, China has been a supporter and
promoter of the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action. It advocates safe-
guarding human rights through security,
promoting them through development
and advancing them through cooperation.
China has taken an active part in
global human rights governance as it
works together with a wide variety of
parties. Notably, the Global Security
Initiative, the Global Development
Initiative and the Global Civilizations
Initiative, proposed by China with the
core message that countries are interde-
pendent, humanity has a shared future,
and the international community must
unite for collaboration, all have major
implications for the protection and ad-
vancement of human rights. BR
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THIS WEEK

SEPETIBA TO SAMBA!

The China-assembled SEPETIBA, one of the world’s largest FPSO (floating, production, storage and offloading) vessels,
docks at a berth in Tianjin Municipality on June 12. The vessel was shipped to Brazil on June 16.

According to its general contractor, Tianjin BOMESC Offshore Engineering Co. Ltd., the vessel will be used for
oil and gas extraction and external transportation at the Mero Oil Field in the Santos Basin located in the south Atlantic
Ocean, some 300 km southeast of Santos, Brazil.
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Roaring Rowing Race

Rowers participate in a dragon boat race in Kunshan, Jiangsu Province in east China, on June 18 ahead of
China’s traditional Dragon Boat Festival, which fell on June 22 this year.

New Medical Journal

Pediatric Discovery, an
English-language pediatric
academic journal, was launched
in Chongging Municipality in
southwest China, on June 1.
Published by China’s national
clinical research center for child
health and development, the
peer-reviewed journal has an
online open-access format. It
offers a platform for researchers
and professionals to exchange
observations, studies and findings.
Chen Yaolong, co-editor in
chief of the journal and execu-
tive director of the Institute of
Health Data Science at Lanzhou
University in northwest China’s
Gansu Province, said Pedliatric
Discovery will be an international
pediatric journal that focuses on
the health of children in China.
He Tongchuan, another co-
editor in chief and director of the
Molecular Oncology Laboratory
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at the University of Chicago, the
U.S, said that the journal will
explore major scientific issues
that may fundamentally affect
the health of infants, children
and adolescents.

Li Qiu, President of the
Children’s Hospital Affiliated with
Chongqing Medical University,
said the journal will guide pedi-
atric researchers to better serve
patients and promote pediatric
research exchanges at home and
abroad.

Financial Support

Chinese authorities have called
for better financial services to
bolster rural revitalization and
national strength in agriculture,
Xinhua News Agency reported
on June 16.

Financial institutions should
make themselves available to
meet grain producers’ financing
needs to help stabilize and

increase production, according
to a guideline jointly released by
five government departments,
including the People’s Bank
of China, the country’s central
bank, and the National Financial
Regulatory Administration.

More credit and financing
facilities should be developed
to help cultivate high-standard
farmland, build water con-
servancy infrastructure and
advance breakthroughs in
the seed industry and key
agricultural technologies. The
document further called on
financial institutions to aid those
areas and people lifted out of
extreme poverty in recent years.

The guideline said the coun-
try will make monetary policy
tools more practical in shoring
up agriculture and strengthening
coordination between fiscal and
financial policies.

Official data showed that
outstanding agricultural loans

VNHNIX

stood at 5316 trillion yuan ($7.4
trillion) by late April, up 16.4
percent year on year.

Youth Congress

The Communist Youth League of
China (CYLC) convened its 19th
national congress in Beijing on
June19-22.

President Xi Jinping, also
General Secretary of the
Communist Party of China (CPC)
Central Committee, and some
other leaders of the CPC and the
state attended the opening to
extend their congratulations.

Nearly 1,500 delegates, rep-
resenting more than 73 million
CYLC members, from across the
country attended the congress.

On behalf of the 18th Central
Committee of the CYLC, A Dong,
a member of the standing com-
mittee of the presidium of the
congress, made a report on the
work concerning young people,
covering strengthening theoreti-
cal and political guidance for the
youth, and mobilizing young
people to serve as a fresh driving
force of Chinese modernization.

Occupational
Diseases

Newly reported cases of occu-
pational diseases have dropped
by 58 percent over the past
decade in China, National Health
Commission (NHC) official Wang
Jiandong said at a press confer-
ence on June 15.

Newly reported cases of oc-
cupational pneumoconiosis, the
general term for a class of lung
disease where inhalation of
dust causes interstitial fibrosis,
have declined by 67 percent.

This marks notable progress
in China’s efforts to curb the
spread of occupational diseas-
es, the official said, though the
situation remains severe given
the country’s rapid urbanization
and industrialization.

http://www.bjreview.com
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The country’s workforce
aged 16 to 59 was estimated at
880 million in late 2022, data
showed.

China’s occupational health
surveillance covered more
than 95 percent of counties
and districts nationwide, Zhang
Meibian, an official with the
Chinese Center for Disease
Control and Prevention, said.

Tibet Expo

The Fifth China Xizang Tourism
and Culture Expo in Lhasa,
capital of Tibet Autonomous
Region, signed deals with a
total value of over 53 billion
yuan ($7.4 billion) on 60 proj-
ects on June 17. According to
China’s phonetic system, Tibet
is romanized as Xizang.

Seven strategic framework
agreements were also signed at the
expo, which opened on June 16.

The expo is one of the most
important events on Tibet's
cultural calendar. Nearly 1,000
businesses from home and
abroad attended the event,
bringing with them some 10,000
different products.

The three-day event featured
exhibitions, a main forum and
tourism marketing and invest-
ment promotional activities.

Co-hosted by the Ministry
of Culture and Tourism and the

regional government of Tibet,
the expo previously took place
in 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2018.

Domestic Violence

The Supreme People’s Court
(SPQ), China’s top court, dis-
closed 10 typical judicial cases
on June 15 as part of the coun-
try’s efforts to protect victims of
domestic violence.

The cases published by
the SPC involved illegal acts,
including intentional homicide
and intentional injury as well
as cases regarding divorce
disputes.

In one intentional homicide
case, a court judgment noted
that individuals convicted of
domestic violence crimes
should not receive a lighter or
mitigated punishment if their
limited criminal responsibility is
a result of self-inflicted behav-
ior, e.g., alcohol consumption.

In another case in which a
domestic violence victim was
accused of intentional injury, a
court judgment read that acts
stopping ongoing violence in
the family, as long as they are
in line with the Criminal Law,
can be justified as self-defense
and exempted from criminal
charges.

In recent years, Chinese
courts have been working to

Vrooming Along!

People visit the 27th Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area International Auto Show at the Shenzhen Convention and
Exhibition Center in Shenzhen, Guangdong Province, on June 16. The
auto show ran from June 16 to 24.

improve the system of laws and
regulations relating to domestic
violence.

In March 2015, the SPC and
other authorities jointly issued
China’s first comprehensive
judicial document on domestic
violence, providing guidance
for the handling of domestic
violence crime cases in accor-

dance with the law.

In July 2022, the SPC is-
sued judicial interpretations
on personal safety protection
orders, which further clarified
the different forms of domestic
violence and highlighted the
timely protection of the rights
and interests of domestic vio-
lence victims.

http://www.bjreview.com
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Forest Forays

A band performs aboard a tourist train in Heilongjiang Province,
northeast China, on June 18. Carrying about 200 passengers, the
train left Harbin for China’s “forest capital” of Yichun City in the
same province. The train offers passengers a comfortable experi-
ence and magnificent views as it traverses a wide span of forests.
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THIS WEEK ECONOMY

Industrial Output

Value-added industrial output,
an important economic indicator,
went up 3.5 percent year on year
in May, data from the National
Bureau of Statistics (NBS)
showed.

The growth rate was 2.1 per-
centage points lower than that of
April

The industrial output is used
to measure the activity of large
enterprises each with an annual
main business turnover of at least
20 million yuan ($2.8 million).

China’s industrial production
overcame the adverse factors of
weak market demand and falling
prices, and maintained its re-
covery momentum in May, NBS
spokesperson Fu Linghui told a
press conference on May 15.

The manufacturing sector's
output increased 4.1 percent year
on year during the period, while
the production and supply of
electricity, heat, gas and water
rose 4.8 percent.

State-owned enterprises saw
an increase of 4.4 percentin

output, while the private sector’s
output grew 0.7 percent, accord-
ing to the NBS.

The production of solar cells
and new-energy vehicles surged
531 and 43.6 percent year on
year, respectively.

The country’s industrial
output rose 3.6 percent year on
year from January to May.

More Taxpayers

May saw the registration of

1.52 million new market entities
handling tax-related business, an
increase of 24.9 percent from the
same period last year, data from
the State Taxation Administration
showed.

That month, newly registered
companies numbered about
691,000, representing a rise
of 27.1 percent year on year,
while the number of new indi-
vidual businesses stood at about
817,000, up 33.7 percent from a
year ago.

In the first five months of this
year, the number of new taxpay-
ing market entities totaled nearly

6.44 million, up 15.5 percent year
on year.

By late May, the number of
taxpaying market entities stood
at 86.92 million, up 7.5 percent
year on year.

Infrastructure REIT
Listings

The Shanghai and Shenzhen
Stock exchanges listed China’s
first group of four infrastructure
real-estate investment trust (REIT)
expansion projects on June 16.
An REIT is a company that owns,
operates or finances income-
generating real estate.

The listings will help promote
the improvement of refinancing
in the REIT market, rationally
expand effective investment
and promote the high-quality
development of infrastructure,
the exchanges said.

The two stock exchanges
said they will continue to
promote the high-quality de-
velopment of the infrastructure
REIT market in accordance with
the work requirements of the

China Securities Regulatory
Commission to further promote
the regular issuance of REITs.

In April 2020, China initiated
a pilot scheme for infrastructure
REITs to deepen supply-side
structural reform in the financial
sector and enhance the capital
market’s capabilities in support-
ing the real economy.

Civil Aviation
Transport

Total transport turnover of the
civil aviation sector was 9.71
billion ton-km in May, rising 4.3
percent from April and recover-
ing to 90 percent of the level
recorded in the same period

of 2019, before the outbreak

of COVID-19, according to the
Civil Aviation Administration of
China.

Nearly 51.7 million air pas-
senger trips were handled in
May, 94.8 percent of the level
recorded in May 2019. Of the
total air passenger trips that
month, passenger transport on
domestic routes represented

NUMBERS
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an increase of 2.6 percent from
May 2019.

In May, the cargo and mail
volume of the civil aviation sector
totaled 590,000 tons, recover-
ing to 94.7 percent of the figure
recorded in the same period of
2019.

Protected
Agriculture

China has rolled out its first plan
to develop modern protected
agriculture, designating four
primary tasks for the industry in
the 2023-30 period.

Protected agriculture—the
cultivation of high-value veg-
etables and other horticultural
crops in greenhouses—allows
farmers to grow cash crops on
small plots in marginal, water-
deficient areas where traditional
cropping is not viable.

The strategy, jointly issued
by the Ministry of Agriculture
and Rural Affairs and three other
government bodies, indicates
that modern protected cropping
should be energy-efficient and

suitable for machinery opera-
tions, and animal husbandry will
be based on efficient and inten-
sive development, the ministry
said on June 15.

The plan noted that by
2030, the mechanization rate
of protected agriculture and the
contribution rate of scientific and
technological progress to the
industry will likely reach 60 and
70 percent, respectively.

Foreign Direct
Investment

Paid-in foreign direct investment
(FDD) on the Chinese mainland
expanded O.1 percent year on
year to 574.81 billion yuan ($80.7
billion) in the first five months
of this year, the Ministry of
Commerce said.

In US. dollar terms, the in-
flow went down 5.6 percent year
on year.

In terms of sector-specific
figures, FDI in manufacturing
rose 5.9 percent year on year.

FDI in hi-tech industries rose
7.5 percent year on year, with

that in hi-tech manufacturing up
30.8 percent and that in the hi-
tech service sector up 1.5 percent.

Lithium Reserves

China recorded a 57-percent
year-on-year increase in its
lithium reserves in 2022, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Natural
Resources.

Jiangxi Province in east China
accounted for the lion’s share of
the country’s total reserves at 40
percent, the data showed.

Among all types of minerals
discovered nationwide, nearly 40
percent registered an expansion
of reserves last year, the ministry
said.

Usually referred to as “white
oil,” lithium is widely used in
sectors such as energy storage,
chemical engineering, pharmaceu-
tical, metallurgy and electronics.
Itis playing a growing role in the
domestic economy’s green, low-
carbon shift and the development
of new-energy vehidles.

China boasts diverse types
of lithium, with the majority of its

lithium mines located in Jiangxi,
Qinghai and Sichuan provinces
and Tibet Autonomous Region.

Cloud Infrastructure
Services

China continued to increase
spending on cloud infrastructure
services in the first quarter (Q1) of
this year, according to a report
by technology market research
firm Canalys.

Such expenditure on the
Chinese mainland hit $7.7 bil-
lion in the first three months,
up 6 percent from a year ago,
Canalys said.

The report said the country’s
spending accounted for 12 per-
cent of the global total

The market leaders in China
remained unchanged in Q1,
with the top four cloud service
vendors being Alibaba Cloud,
Huawei Cloud, Tencent Cloud
and Baidu Al Cloud, according
to the report.

The four providers accounted
for 79 percent of total expendi-
ture in China, Canalys said.

Fixed Assets Investment Growth in China by Sector
January-May (% y.o.y)

10
8.8

Primary industry:

Agriculture,
forestry and
fishery

Secondary

industry: Mining,
manufacturing,
construction, and

4 electricity, thermal,

fuel gas and water
production and

20 supply

Tertiary industry:
Services

0.1

Primary industry ~ Secondary industry ~ Tertiary industry

http://www.bjreview.com

Fixed Assets Investment Growth in China by Region
January-May (% y.o.y)

-2.5

East China

22

Central China

West China Northeast China

(Source: National Bureau of Statistics)

JUNE 29, 2023 BEIJING REVIEW 7
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1

THE PHILIPPINES JAPAN

Members of the Philippine Coast An aspiring witch and wizard pose for photos
Guard attend the M/V Esperanza at the theme park Warner Bros. Studio Tour
Star, which caught fire off Bohol Tokyo—The Making of Harry Potter in Tokyo on

Province on June 18. Around June 16, the theme park’s opening day

120 passengers and crew were
on board the ferry, with all being
rescued safely

T

UNITED KINGDOM

King Charles Il rides down the Mall during the Trooping
the Colour parade to honor his official birthday in London
onJune 17

8 BEIING REVIEW JUNE 29, 2023 http://www.bjreview.com
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UNITED STATES

Members of a Civil War reenactment troop parade during Juneteenth
celebrations in Washington, D.C, on June 19. The holiday marks the day in
1865 when Union Major General Gordon Granger issued an order in Galveston,
Texas, emancipating the remaining enslaved people in the state

(i

UGANDA

Security officials stand near the
Lhubirira Secondary School
after a rebel attack, in Mpondwe,
Kasese district on June 17. The
attack has left more than 40
dead, with the majority
being students

@

FRANCE

Visitors look at exhibits of
China Aerospace Science and
Technology Corp. at the 54th
International Paris Air Show at

Le Bourget Airport near Paris
on June 19, the opening day.
The weeklong event lasted
until June 25

L
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0 GATES DONATES TO BEIJING HEALTH INSTITUTE

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation will donate $50 million over the next five years to
support the Beijing-based Global Health Drug Discovery Institute (GHDDI) in its efforts
to improve health outcomes worldwide through lifesaving therapies for infectious diseases.
The announcement was made during a recent trip by Bill Gates, cofounder of Microsoft

and cochair of the foundation, to China.

The GHDDI is a nonprofit institution established in 2016 as the country’s first public-

Professional Nurses
Needed for Aged Care

Beijing Evening News

June 15

Privately hired care workers for inpatients are
a vital lifeline for many seniors whose chil-
dren are often too busy to take care of their
sick parents. However, as China’s population
ages, the country not only faces a critical
shortage of healthcare support workers, but
also sees the overcharging of service fees, a
lack of professional standards, and a welter
of disputes and micro-aggressions within the
private healthcare sector.

private partnership on innovative research between the Beijing Municipal
Government, Tsinghua University and the Gates Foundation.

Chinese President Xi Jinping met Gates on June 16, hailing him and
the foundation for their long-term work to promote poverty reduction,
health, development and philanthropy around the world.

Therefore, many people have urged
hospitals to set up geriatric wards attended
by specialized teams of personnel. These
healthcare workers should be profession-
ally trained and managed by hospitals,
thus relieving patients of the need to hire
care workers themselves.

The gradual replacement of outsourced
personal care nurses with strictly trained
hospital staff is an inevitable trend. To ac-
celerate this process, hospitals should take
the lead by opening up positions for spe-
cialized personnel. At the same time, better
medical insurance policies and financial
support from the government should be in
place to ensure a smooth transition.

“No country can fundamentally develop

A ww

Along the Yangtze Rir

Lifeweek

June 19

Stretching for some 6,300 km from the
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau in the west to the
East China Sea in the east, the Yangtze
River is the longest river in Asia and
the third longest in the world. Running
through Chengdu, capital of Sichuan
Province, Chongging, Shanghai, and many
other well-known megacities, the Yangtze
River and its tributaries have nurtured
the growth of some of the country’s most

“It shows the firm

determination of China and
Egyptin promoting green and

low-carbon transformation
and tackling climate change.”

Liao Ligiang, Chinese Ambassador to Egypt,
as China donated energy-saving public facilities
to Egypton June 18

inisolation... Development needs can
only be realized if countries can be
better integrated into the global
economy, global supply chains

andsoon.”

Keith Bennett, Vice Chair of Britain’s 48 Group Club, a group
of British business and political leaders with strong ties to
China, in recent interview with Xinhua News Agency

10 BENING REVIEW JUNE 29, 2023 http://www.bjreview.com
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industrially advanced regions.

Despite its crucial role in shaping the
country’s modern socioeconomic landscape,
the Yangtze River basin was once a wide
stretch of wasteland and only started to be
inhabited in the eighth century, when the
country’s population embarked upon a large-
scale southward migration from the Yellow
River basin in north China.

As more and more people settled in the
Yangtze River basin, agriculture began to
flourish. With a mild climate and rich soils,
the area furnished its new settlers with a quite
ideal place for crop cultivation. Carrying a tre-
mendous volume of water, which is 20 times
the flow of the Yellow River, the Yangtze
has created new farmlands by transporting
massive amounts of sediment and depositing
them in its lower reaches.

However, the river has also long plagued
its surrounding areas with floods and soil
erosion, and the unpredictable nature of the
river has led many people to turn from ag-
riculture toward trade. As the backbone of
China’s inland water transport system, the
Yangtze has also supported the rise of its riv-
erside trade-intensive cities and towns with
a fluid movement of people and goods. The
centuries-long concentration of commercial
activities in the area has laid the foundation
for the country’s modern industrialization.

“Reading is essential for culture.
Reading is essential for

communication.”

Niels Peter Thomas, President of Greater China and
Managing Director of Books with international publisher
Springer Nature, at the 29th Beijing International Book
Fair, which concluded on June 18

http://www.bjreview.com

Digital Celebrities Go
Global

Global Times

June 13

In China, virtual idols, artificially created
popular digital celebrities, are garnering
massive fan base among the country’s
millennials and Gen Zs, who grew up in
an increasingly digitized world and have
therefore cultivated a natural fondness for
virtual content.

According to a report published by
iResearch, a Chinese market research and
consulting company, in 2022, the market
size of the country’s virtual idol industry
came close to 1.3 billion yuan ($181 mil-
lion). However, the industry has not seen any

game-changing technological leaps or surges
in user growth since 2020. Virtual idols re-
main a niche market targeting only a small
group of fans, who are mostly students and
young professionals and therefore relatively
limited in how much they can spend.

To break through the bottleneck and
reach a wider audience, the country’s virtual
idols must extend their influence beyond the
domestic fan base. One way to go global is
to collaborate with Chinese short video and
online game platforms, which are becoming
increasingly popular worldwide. As each
country has its own unique culture, when tap-
ping into a foreign market, the developers of
these digital avatars should pay due respect to
local customs and taboos. Kept within certain
parameters, and these virtual characters can
become a new cultural brand.

0 MESSI CREATES SENSATION IN CHINA

Soccer superstar Lionel Messi joined an exclusive live-streaming event on Taobao,
a leading online marketplace in China founded by e-commerce giant Alibaba, on
June 14. During the 15-minute show, Messi recalled his 2008 trip to Beijing for the
Summer Olympics. He also shared tips on how to stay in shape.

Messi’s recent trip to China ignited Chinese soccer fans’ passion,

with large groups of enthusiasts following his activities in person and

online.

On June 15, he led Argentina’s world championship-winning
team in a friendly match against Australia, scoring after just 81 sec-
onds and guiding Argentina to a 2-0 win. More than 50,000 fans
packed into the Workers’ Stadium in Beijing to watch the match.

“By reducing reliance on Western

currencies and embracing our own, we
can foster greater economic stability,

encourage cross-border transactions,
and unlock the full potential of

intra-Asian trade.”

Anifah Aman, former Malaysian Foreign Minister, in his
remarks at the Kuala Lumpur Conference, which brought
together officials and academics for discussions on Asian

cooperation in the face of new geopolitical realities,

on June 17
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