!
OPINION: A CRITICAL SUPPlfR P35 | FEATURES: BOAO BECKONS GLOBAL VOICES P42

VOL.67 NO.12 MARCH 21, 2024 - % WWW.BJREVIEW.COM

THE PURSUIT ’
OF HAPPINESS * .

Xinjiang’s inclusive

growth agenda ! | #
R 7

-

 1000-2140

Sy = I\I\Ilulll\\lllﬂ
.}JI r" .




Follow

CICG Amenecace

And get in on the conversation

o BeijingReview Q BeijingReview )X @BeijingReview

o China Hoy o China Hoje




A\
CONTENTS

EDITOR’S DESK
02 Full-Spectrum Support

THIS WEEK

COVER STORY

12 Tuning Into Uygur
Tradition

Safeguarding musical heritage
for future generations

14 Frontier Femmes
The women powering border
security in mountainous terrain

16 Access to Achievement
About breaking barriers and
building futures

18 Learning Links
A Sino-U.S. academic
exchange on human rights

Cover Photo: Uygur actress Dilraba Dilmurat
(COURTESY PHOTO)

©2024 Beijing Review, all rights reserved.

20 Empowerment in Action
People-centered approach
transforms lives

22 All About Human Rights?
Sorting fact from fiction in Xinjiang

24 Pursuing Advancement
Embracing modernization for a
brighter future

26 Her Rights, Her Future
Greater legal protections for women

28 Equality in Education
Better access to schooling

30 A Diva on the Road
Leading lady radiates China’s vibrant
culture to the world

OPINION

34 Putting People First
Progressive policies prioritize the
public good

35 A Mineral Marvel

China’s vital contributions to global
resource supply

FEATURES

38 Smooth Sailing

Expanding and deepening cooperation
with Mexico

40 Separate or Synergize?
Will the U.S. renew its science pact with
China?

42 A Forward-Facing Forum
Spotlight on the Boao agenda

CULTURE
46 Seas the Day!
Cruise adventure beckons international visitors

EXPAT’S EYE

48 Hanfu Hype Unites

How a fashion trend signals an ongoing social
evolution

www.bjreview.com hj]]jtj'ﬂ;l_m Follow us on ﬂ % & hlm

MEDIA PARTNER

BREAKING NEWS » SCAN ME » Using a QR code reader




EDITOR’S DESK

N

BELJINGREVIEW

A News Weekly Magazine
Published Since 1958

President: Li Yafang

Editor in Chief: Li Jianguo

Associate Editor in Chief: Liu Yunyun
Associate President: Gao Dingbo

Executive Editor: Yan Wei

Production Director: Yao Bin

Editors: Wang Hairong, Zhang Shasha, Lu Yan
Researcher: Lan Xinzhen

Editorial Consultants: Elsbeth van Paridon, G.P. Wilson
Reporters: i Jing Kang Caiqj, Li Qing, Li Wenhan, Li Xiaoyang,
Liang Xiao, Ma Miaomiao, Pan Xiaogiao, Peng Jiawei,

Tao Xing, Tao Zihui, Wang Jun, Wang Ruohan, Yuan Yuan,
Zhang Yage

Visual Director: Pamela Tobey

Photographer: Wei Yao

Art: Li Shigong

Design Director: Wang Yajuan

Chief Designer: Cui Xiaodong

Designer and proofreader: Zhao Boyu

Editorial Administrator: Zeng Wenhui

Planning Director: Xu Bei

Deputy Planning Director: Li Nan

World News Director: Ding Ying

World News Deputy Director: Li Fangfang
Director of Digital Media: Yu Shujun

Director of Strategic Research: Zan Jifang
Deputy Director of Strategic Research: Lu Ling

Administration: Zhang Yajie
International Cooperation: Sun Xuan
Legal Counsel: Yue Cheng

North America Bureau (New York City)
Chief: Yu Shujun

Executive Assistant: Zhao Wei
Tel/Fax: 1-201-792-0334

E-mail: yushujun(@cicgamericas.com
Latin America Bureau (Mexico City)
Chief: Miao Ye

Tel: 52-55-55127271

Fax: 52-55-55332027

E-mail: chinahoymx(dgmail.com

Peru Office (Lima)

Chief: Meng Kexin

Tel: 0051-959212702

E-mail: revistachinaperu(@gmail.com

General Editorial Office

Tel: 86-10-68996252

Fax: 0-68326628

Editorial Desk

Tel: 86-10-68996250
Partnerships

Tel: 86-10-68995807

E-mail: yecong(@cicgamericas.com

Full-Spectrum Support

China prioritizes basic subsistence and de-
velopment as fundamental human rights.
It is also committed to advancing human
rights comprehensively, covering eco-
nomic, social, cultural and environmental
rights, along with civil and political rights.
Some in the developed world may not fully
appreciate this priority as being equally, if
not more, crucial than the rights their own
society traditionally underlines.

Take Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region in the northwest for instance, which
covers an area of 1.66 million square km,
about one sixth of China’s total land area.

With a population of more than 25.8
million, the region is home to all of China’s
56 ethnic groups, the four largest ones there
being the Uygur (11.6 million), the Han
(10.9 million), the Kazak (1.5 million) and
the Hui (1.1 million), according to official
figures.

The government has implemented
initiatives focusing on infrastructure, educa-
tion, healthcare and employment to boost
the region’s development. Over 70 percent
of the regional government’s fiscal expen-
ditures every year are allocated toward
improving the wellbeing of all its residents.

The region’s GDP, an indicator of an
economy’s size and health, rose from 840
billion yuan ($117.5 billion) in 2013 to

1.91 trillion yuan ($270 billion) in 2023. Its
residents’ per-capita disposable income in-
creased from 13,700 yuan ($1,917) in 2013
to 28,947 yuan ($4,023) in 2023.

As of late 2020, Xinjiang had eliminat-
ed absolute poverty. The region has since
joined the national drive to pursue common
prosperity, a people-centered development
vision aligned with the broader goals of
China to ensure inclusive growth where no
individual is left behind.

In November 2023, the China
(Xinjiang) Pilot Free Trade Zone, the
22nd in China and the first in the country’s
northwestern border regions, was inaugu-
rated. In China, these zones are designated
areas where special economic policies
and regulations are tested to promote trade
liberalization, investment and economic
development.

Xinjiang’s new zone is set to transform
the inland region into a new frontier of the
country’s further opening up, unlocking
massive potential for its future growth.

In recent years, however, the region
has faced Western sanctions over unsub-
stantiated allegations of human rights
abuses. But in effect, banning Xinjiang
goods in the name of protecting human
rights may only deny many the develop-
ment opportunities they deserve. BR
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THIS WEEK

Artists perform in a new season of the historical opera Princess Wencheng in Lhasa, capital of Xizang Autonomous Region, on
March 12. Since its premiere in 2013, more than 1,800 performances of the opera have graced the stage.

The show recounts the tale of Princess Wencheng, who journeyed from the city of Chang’an (modern-day Xi’an in Shaanxi
Province) over 1,300 years ago to wed the Tibetan King Songtsen Gampo.
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Ready to Ro-Ro

Vehicles for export are parked at the Jiangyin Terminal of Fuzhou Port in Fuzhou, Fujian Province,

on March 12. Four thousand vehicles produced by the passenger car workshop at the Ningde base of SAIC
Motor Corp. Ltd. boarded the ro-ro (roll-on roll-off) cargo vessel Wisdom Ace at the terminal that day.
This batch of vehicles is headed to countries including the Netherlands, Eqypt and the UK.

New Publications

An English edition of the first two
volumes of Selected Readings
From the Works of Xi Jinping has
been published by the Foreign
Languages Press and distributed
both in and outside China.

The first two volumes of the
book series contain Xi’s impor-
tant works from November 2012
to October 2022, according to
an official statement on March 11.

The English edition can
help international readers to
understand Xi Jinping Thought
on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era,
as well as further the global
community’s understanding
of Chinese modernization and

4 BEIJING REVIEW MARCH 21, 2024

the modern civilization of the
Chinese nation, according to
the statement.

Spring Farming

China has earmarked 830
million yuan ($115.5 million) to
support this year’s spring farm-
ing efforts, Xinhua News Agency
reported on March 12.

The fund was jointly allo-
cated by the Ministry of Finance
and the Ministry of Agriculture
and Rural Affairs.

The fund will be used to
boost disaster prevention and
relief related to crop replanting,
as well as the restoration of facili-
ties involving agriculture, animal
husbandry and fisheries in 12

provincial-level regions, includ-
ing Jiangsu, Anhui, Henan, Hubei
and Hunan provinces.

China’s grain output hit a
record high of 695.4 million tons
last year, with per-capita grain
possession standing at 493 kg,
higher than the internationally
recognized grain security line of
400 kg, official data showed.

Heart Stents

From 2021 to 2023, more than 3.7
million heart disease patients in
China received implants utilizing
discounted stents purchased
through the country’s bulk pro-
curement program, according to
the National Healthcare Security
Administration (NHSA), Xinhua

VNHNIX

reported on March 12.

During the same period, the
country saw an increase in the
use of the stents enlisted in the
program, which registered an
annual average growth rate of 17
percent, the NHSA said.

China in November 2020
initiated the centralized procure-
ment of high-value medical
consumables, with the first order
being heart stents, slashing the
price of the selected products to
around 700 yuan ($97.4) to 800
yuan ($11.3).

Prior to the program’s
launch, the average price of heart
stents was 13,000 yuan ($1,8083),
and the imported ones were even
priced at nearly 20,000 yuan
($2,781.9).

According to the NHSA,
over 95 percent of the patients
receiving heart stent implants
now opt for stents included in
the program.

On the Move

Chinese primary and secondary
schools have received a directive
from the Ministry of Education
regarding myopia prevention
and control, Xinhua reported on
March 12. The directive instructs
schools to ensure that students
engage in proper physical ac-
tivities outside their classrooms
between classes.

Schools are required to
schedule a 30-minute recess
for sports activities each day to
help students alleviate visual
fatigue. This initiative is part of
a nationwide campaign for
myopia prevention and control
launched earlier in March, jointly
announced by the ministry and
three other departments.

Furthermore, the directive
calls on market supervision
departments throughout China
to rigorously investigate and ad-
dress any misleading marketing
and publicity activities related to

http://www.bjreview.com
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myopia prevention and control
products for children and ado-
lescents per the law.

Al Inspection

China’s southwestern province of
Yunnan has implemented artifi-
cial intelligence (A technology
to conduct most routine inspec-
tions at 621 power substations,
replacing the need for human
involvement, Xinhua reported on
March 12.

The Al inspection system,
using cameras, drones and
walking robots, can complete
an inspection in less than
five minutes, a significant
improvement from the five
hours typically required by
human workers, according to
the Yunnan branch of the China
Southern Power Grid (CSPQ).

Yunnan, known for be-
ing a significant producer of
hydropower and other forms
of clean energy, boasts 1,937
power substations with a volt-
age of 35 kilovolts or higher,
many of which are situated in
mountainous regions. Wang
Xin, a senior manager at CSPG’s
Yunnan branch, highlighted that
accessing nearly half of these
substations entails a journey of
over three hours by road.

The CSPG has outlined plans
to expand the implementation of

Al inspections to the remaining
substations in the province within
the next two years.

Plant
Reintroduction

In Hubei Province, a significant
conservation effort saw the rein-
troduction of 3,000 artificially
bred rare and endangered plants
into the wild in the Three Gorges
Reservoir area on March 12.

Among these plants are
1,000 Myricaria laxiflora and
2,000 Plantago fengdouensis,
both of which are endemic to the
Yangtze River region. Through
dedicated artificial breeding
initiatives, these plants have been
successfully reintroduced to their
native habitats, reinstating them
in their historical distribution
areas.

Researchers highlighted that
the reintroduction of the two
plant species, known for their
strong resistance to water flow
and waterlogging, serves a dual
purpose in the Three Gorges
Reservoir area. Not only do these
plants contribute to soil stabi-
lization, but they also help to
restore biodiversity in the region,
researchers said.

Among the 2,000 Plantago
fengdouensis, 500 are descen-
dants of space-mutation breeding

Hydroponic Hi-Tech

A worker monitors the growth of hydroponic vegetables at a
cutting-edge agricultural demonstration park in Guantao County,
Hebei Province, on March 8. In a push toward agricultural
modernization, the county has embraced smart technologies in recent
years to enhance agricultural production processes.

plants. This marks a significant
milestone as it represents the
first instance of reintroducing the
space-breeding species into the
wild.

Afforestation

Progress

China stepped up its greening ef-
forts last year with 3.998 million
hectares of forest planted, official
data showed on March 12.

The figure was higher than
the 3.83 million hectares of
afforestation seen in 2022, ac-
cording to a report issued by the
National Greening Commission.
In 2023, the country further re-
stored 4.379 million hectares of
degraded grassland and treated
1.905 million hectares of sandy
and stony land.

China celebrated its 46th
National Tree Planting Day on
March 12.

http://www.bjreview.com
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She Power Unleashed

Teachers take part in a tug-of-war game at a primary school in Xianju
County of Taizhou, Zhejiang Province, on March 8—International
Women’s Day. This event was part of celebrations held nationwide in

honor of this day.
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Auto Sales

Nationwide auto sales rose 11.1
percent year on year to nearly
4.03 million units in the first two
months of this year, according
to the China Association of
Automobile Manufacturers.

The country’s auto output
during the January-February
period increased 8.1 percent year
on year to 3.92 million units.
Passenger car output and sales
stood at 3.36 million units and
3.45 million units, up 7.9 percent
and 10.6 percent year on year,
respectively.

Commercial vehicle output
surged 9 percent year on year to
560,000 units, while commercial
vehicle sales went up 14.1 percent
year on year to 575,000 units.

The new-energy vehicle
(NEV) sector maintained fast
growth momentum during the
first two months.

In China, NEVs refer to
vehicles completely or mainly
driven by new-energy sources,
including battery electric
vehicles, plug-in hybrid electric

vehicles and fuel cell vehicles.

The country’s NEV output
reached 1.25 million units, climb-
ing 28.2 percent compared with
a year earlier. Sales of NEVs rose
29.4 percent year on year to 1.21
million units.

Total auto exports amounted
to 822,000 units during the
mentioned period, an increase
of 30.5 percent year on year, the
data revealed.

Freight Train
Expansion

China-Europe freight train ser-
vices recorded solid expansion in
January and February, data from
China State Railway Group Co.
Ltd. (China Railway), the coun-
try’s railway operator, showed.
The number of China-Europe
freight train trips reached 2,928
in the first two months of this
year, up 9 percent year on year,
according to China Railway.
About 317,000 twenty-foot
equivalent units (TEUs) of goods,
with TEU being an inexact unit of
cargo capacity, were transported

via the freight train services
during this period, up 10 percent
from a year earlier, the railway
operator said.

By the end of February, the
train services had expanded
to cover 219 cities across 25
European countries, according to
China Railway.

New Air Route

China’s self-developed large
passenger aircraft, the C919,
commenced operation on its
third regular route, connecting
Shanghai with Xi'an in the north-
western province of Shaanxi, on
March 8.

The C919 completed its first
commercial flight last May and
has since maintained regular
operations between Shanghai
and Chengdu, capital of Sichuan
Province. Its second regular
route connects the megacities of
Beijing and Shanghai.

As of February 29, the China
Eastern Airlines’ C919 fleet had
completed 1,131 commercial
flight trips, accumulating more
than 3,272 safe flight hours and

transporting more than 145,000
passengers.

Payment Services

The General Office of the State
Council, the highest state admin-
istrative organ, has released a
guideline to continue optimizing
the country’s payment services.

The document aims to
provide higher-quality, more
effective and more convenient
payment services for senior
citizens and international visitors.

It emphasizes the need to
expand the acceptance rate of
bank card payments to meet the
demand of seniors and foreign-
ers who use bank cards in various
scenarios.

China will facilitate the use
of cash and currency exchanges,
according to the document.
Banks and payment institutions
are encouraged to work with
clearing houses to upgrade their
services for the convenience of
seniors and overseas visitors, per
the guideline.

It states that large business
districts, tourist attractions, hotels,

NUMBERS
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hospitals and other key locations
are required to support diversi-
fied payment options.

Fiscal Budget

China’s fiscal budget was well
implemented in 2023 thanks to
the upward trend in the Chinese
economy, a report released by
the Ministry of Finance showed
on March7.

In 2023, China’s fiscal
revenue rebounded and the
country strengthened fiscal sup-
port for major national strategic
tasks and key areas such as
science and technology, rural
revitalization and ecological and
environmental protection, the
report said.

China’s rural revitalization
strategy is an extension of the
country’s poverty alleviation
efforts and aims to boost
economic development and
living standards in rural areas
through targeted policies and
investments as well as narrow the
urban-rural gap.

Newly implemented mea-
sures led to tax refunds, tax and

fee cuts, and deferrals amount-
ing to 2.2 trillion yuan ($306
billion) last year, while subsidies
timely channeled to support
people in need totaled 156.68
billion yuan ($21.8 billion).

China will enhance the
quality and efficiency of its fiscal
policies this year, and exert more
efforts to support the construction
of modernized industrial systems,
expand domestic demand,
improve people’s livelihoods,
integrate the development of
rural and urban areas, coordinate
development among different
regions, and prevent and control
local government debt risks, ac-
cording to the report.

Forex Reserves

China’s foreign exchange (forex)
reserves exceeded $3.22 trillion
as of the end of February, mark-
ing an increase of $6.5 billion,
or 0.2 percent, compared to
the end of January, according
to data released by the State
Administration of Foreign
Exchange on March 7.

Forex reserves are assets held

by a country’s central bank or
monetary authority in various
foreign currencies. These reserves
are crucial for a country’s eco-
nomic stability and are used to
support the domestic currency.

In a statement, the adminis-
tration said affected by factors
such as macroeconomic data
and expectations of monetary
policies of major economies,
the U.S. dollar index, a measure
of the value of the U.S. dollar
against a basket of currencies,
increased while global financial
asset prices were mixed.

It attributed the increase
in the amount of the country’s
forex reserves to the combined
effects of currency translation
and changes in asset prices and
other factors.

The Chinese economy will
continue to pick up, which is
conducive to keeping the scale
of forex reserves generally
stable, it added.

Research Lab

U.S. tech giant Apple announced
on March 12 it will expand its

applied research lab in Shanghai
and establish a new lab in
Shenzhen, Guangdong Province,
later this year.

The labs in the two cities will
support intelligent manufacturing,
along with the reliability, quality
and material analysis of products,
providing resources for the global
engineering and design team, ac-
cording to Isabel Ge Mahe, Apple’s
Vice President and Managing
Director of Greater China.

Apple said it has cumula-
tively invested 1 billion yuan
($139 million) in building applied
research labs in China.

Apple has been working on
development in China for over
30 years. Data show that 151 out
of the company’s 200 major
suppliers have production activi-
ties in China.

Currently, the company
has research and development
centers in Beijing, Shanghai,
Suzhou in Jiangsu Province, and
Shenzhen. Over the past five
years, its research and develop-
ment team in China has doubled
in size.

China’s CPI Growth by Type
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Rescue workers search for survivors Mourners carry the caskets of four *
at the site of a collapsed building members of one family killed in
in Multan City, Panjab Province, on an Israeli airstrike during a funeral ' 3
March 12. At least nine people were procession in Blida on March 11
killed and two others severely injured
following the collapse of | r
a residential building | B

RUSSIA

Giant panda cub Katyusha lies on her stomach at the
Moscow Zoo on March 8. The first giant panda cub
born in the country, Katyusha made her public debut
at the zoo earlier that day
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UNITED STATES

Performers stage the modemn dance production Dongpo: Life in
Poems in Washington on March 8

MEXICO

A participant dressed in an
extravagant costume partakes in
the 2024 Xochimilco Carnival in
Xochimilco District, Mexico City,

on March 8

LESOTHO

People participate in the Moshoeshoe
Walk 2024 in Menkhoaneng
on March 7 to commemorate the
200th anniversary of the nation’s
founding

http://www.bjreview.com

MARCH 21, 2024 BEIJING REVIEW 9



THIS WEEK PEOPLE & POINTS

0 HKEX’S NEW CHIEF OPTIMISTIC ON HONG KONG

Bonnie Chan, the newly appointed CEO of Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing
Ltd. (HKEX), expressed her optimism about Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region’s status as an international financial center.

With more than 30 years of experience in global capital markets, Chan was ap-
pointed HKEX CEO on March 1. She has held leadership roles in legal and financial
services, with both Asia-Pacific and global responsibilities. Before becoming CEO,
Chan was HKEX’s co-chief operating officer.

She told reporters on March 8 that Hong Kong enjoys many

advantages in areas including financial management, rule of law,
tax systems and human resources, and is backed up by the entire
Chinese economy. She added that Hong Kong’s financial sec- —
tors, including banking, insurance and asset management, are all

world-class.

TV Viewership in Decline
Beijing Evening News

March 7

Li Dongsheng, founder and Chairman
of TCL Electronics Holdings Ltd., a
Chinese consumer electronics giant, has
sparked discussions by raising questions
on why the sales and usage of televisions
in China remain low in the era of smart
TVs, despite the country’s leading posi-
tion in the high-definition display industry.
Frustration with increasingly complex
functionality, poor viewing experience, in-
adequate services, high fees and stale, low-
quality content have led to a significant

“In a world marked by increasing
polarization and division, neglecting
toinvest in each other poses a serious

threat to our wellbeing and security.”
Achim Steiner, Administrator of the United Nations

Development Program, at the press conference releasing
areport warning uneven development progress is leaving
the poorest behind, on March 13

10 BEUING REVIEW MARCH 21, 2024
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3
drop in TV usage in recent years.

The decline, which is now sounding
alarm bells for related industries, is tied to the
struggle for control among players in these in-
dustries, including TV manufacturing, license
holding and content provision. The online
consensus is that these players have been pri-
oritizing their own interests over those of TV
viewers.

To address this, the National Radio and
Television Administration has initiated sev-
eral reform measures. Emphasizing ease of
use and quality content is seen by industry
insiders and consumers as key to improving
viewership. The future of TV lies in viewer
satisfaction.

o

el ]
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Substitute for Love
Lifeweek

February 26

According to a study conducted by Wenbo
Wang, an associate professor with the
Department of Marketing, Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology, love-
themed songs have been steadily declining in
popularity over the past three decades. The
analysis of lyrics from 600 songs revealed a
significant decrease in the proportion of songs
focused on love, with more emphasis placed
on describing life situations, emotions and
personal experiences.

“China’s mutual fund industry
remains an irreplaceable growth
market for global asset managers. It
offers a great certainty of growth.”

Desiree Wang, CEO of the JPMorgan Asset Management
China, in an interview with Xinhua News Agency

onMarch 8
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Despite this decline in love-themed
songs, individuals still possess a natural
longing for love. The desire for love re-
mains, but people are increasingly guarded
and hesitant to fully invest themselves in
romantic relationships due to the perceived
instability.

As a result, many are seeking alter-
native avenues, often turning to digital
platforms. Livestreaming has become
a prominent domain for forging emo-
tional bonds and finding companionship.
Devoted fans establish deep connections
with livestreamers in the virtual space.
Additionally, gaming platforms offer op-
portunities for emotional support.

These alternative forms of connection,
often referred to as “love substitutes,” of-
fer low entry and exit costs compared to
real-life relationships. Moreover, these
substitutes align more readily with societal
morality, providing a sense of companion-
ship that is deemed more acceptable when
compared to casual encounters.

While these substitutes may provide
temporary solace, they are not ideal
replacements for genuine love. The com-
modification of relationships within the
digital realm raises questions about au-
thenticity and the true nature of emotional
bonds. The search for an ideal substitute
for love remains a challenge.

“Itis very concerning that the epidemic
of obesity that was evident among
adultsin much of the worldin 1990 is
now mirrored in school-aged children
and adolescents.”

Majid Ezzati, a professor at Imperial College London and
corresponding author of a new study released by medical
journal The Lancet, which revealed obesity rates for adults

City Renewal

Economic Daily

March 11

At a recent press conference, Ni Hong,
Minister of Housing and Urban-Rural
Development, highlighted the significant
improvements in people’s living stan-
dards resulting from changes generated
by urban renewal projects. In 2023, China
implemented around 66,000 such projects
with an investment of approximately 2.6
trillion yuan ($362 billion). These projects
included renovating 53,000 old urban
communities and building over 4,100
pocket parks. The process also involved
renovating around 100,000 km of urban
pipelines and expanding 11,000 hectares

of open lawn spaces.

Improved infrastructure provides
peace of mind, new parks offer leisure
spots, and enhanced elderly care and
childcare facilities reduce pressure on
families. This transformation process not
only addresses the public’s urgent needs
but also identifies areas for introducing
sustainability into urban development.

Old industrial areas are being repur-
posed into innovative parks, historical
streets are turned into showcases for intan-
gible cultural heritage, and urban rivers are
returned to their original ecological states.
These efforts have injected new vitality
into cities, enhancing their sustainability
and reconnecting them with their histori-
cal roots.

0 DRAMA SELECTED FOR CANNESERIES

To the Wonder, a drama series directed by Teng Congcong, has been included in the
Long Form Competition at the Cannes International Series Festival, taking place in
early April. It is the first Chinese-language series to be selected for inclusion in the

competition since its launch in 2018.

The nominated series is an adaptation of the award-winning essay collec-
tion My Altay by renowned Chinese writer Li Juan. Set in Altay, Xinjiang Uygur

Autonomous Region, the eight-episode series offers a fresh narra-
tive, blending light comedy with literary aesthetics to explore themes
of reverence for nature, and self-discovery.

Teng made her directorial debut with the film Send Me to the
Clouds in 2019, which was nominated Best Directorial Debut for
the Golden Rooster Award, one of the most important movie awards

in China.

“The series offers a new Olympic

immersive experience, where sport is
blended with music, art and culture in
a single urban park.”

Pierre Fratter-Bardy, an International Olympic

had more than doubled between 1990 and 2022, and
quadrupled among children and adolescents worldwide

http://www.bjreview.com

Committee official, as Shanghai hosts the Olympic
Qualifier Series featuring BMX freestyle, skateboarding,
breaking and sport climbing from May 16 t0 19
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TUNING INTO UYGUR

TRADITION

Xinjiang Mugam melodies resonate through the corridors of time

s dawn breaks over the
ancient Silk Road lands of
China’s Xinjiang Uygur

Autonomous Region, Dilixiati
Parhati is gearing up for yet an-
other busy day. He juggles multiple
roles: musician, scholar, leader of
a Mugam art troupe and, most re-
cently, a voice in China’s National
People’s Congress (NPC)—the
country’s top legislature.

In all these roles, safeguarding
the soul-stirring music of Uygur
Mugam, often dubbed ‘“‘the mother
of Uygur music,” for future genera-
tions is his mission.

Life is a dance
A day in Dilixiati’s life brims with
music, creativity and the relentless
pursuit of excellence. Inside the
conference room of the Mugam Art
Troupe of Xinjiang Art Theater, he
engages in lively discussions with
the troupe’s creative core about
the upcoming staging of Mugqam
performances. As the afternoon
unfolds, he reviews newly choreo-
graphed works with the directors,
meticulously examining every
detail for possible challenges and
innovative opportunities. Late into
the night, he fine-tunes the sugges-
tions put forth earlier in the day.
Mugam is a multifaceted per-
formance art, blending elements of
song, dance and music. It covers
an array of cultural expressions,
from ancient philosophical insights
to enchanting folk tales, creating
a rich tapestry of Uygur life and
society. This traditional art form,
with a history spanning centuries,
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has evolved significantly over time.

Originally, the Uygur Muqam tradition was
transmitted orally, passed down from generation to
generation through performances. Cultural interac-
tions and exchanges have long allowed the art to
evolve and grow in diversity, a fact that never fails
to light up Dilixiati’s eyes.

“So how do we safeguard its legacy in the 21st
century, how can we ensure its continued relevance
and how do we keep its vibrancy intact? Finding the
answers to these questions are perhaps our most cru-
cial tasks as inheritors of the art form,” he shared in
an interview with Beijing Review.

Since being elected as an NPC deputy in 2023,
Dilixiati’s responsibilities have multiplied. He’s now
expected to venture beyond the confines of profes-
sional rehearsal halls and actively engage with folk
artists. This entails absorbing their perspectives and
injecting the art form he loves with greater authen-
ticity and vitality.

NPC deputies come from all sectors of society,
from politics to arts, and engage with different com-
munities and stakeholders within their respective
domains. As part of their role, they gather feed-
back and recommendations regarding the Central
Government’s policies and actions, which are later
brought to the attention of the NPC. These suggestions
are then forwarded to the appropriate government
departments for consideration and can influence legis-
lative adjustments. Throughout this process, deputies
also identify and address key issues within their spe-
cific fields, contributing to ongoing enhancements and
developments in their areas of expertise.

Dilixiati often asks local folk artists how he can
assist them in preserving the Mugam art form. “They
don’t always articulate it clearly, but I do get what
they’re trying to say: How can we ensure this beautiful
art continues to resonate in people’s hearts?”” Dilixiati
shared.

Safe and sound

At present, the Uygur Mugam preservation system
in China comprises four key areas: transmission

through folk artists, educational
initiatives, professional troupes and
textual documentation.

The preservation efforts for
the Xinjiang Twelve Muqam, a
comprehensive repertoire of the
genre originating from the city of
Kashgar in south Xinjiang, began
in the early 1950s.

A pivotal moment occurred
when the local official came across
Tuerdi Ahong, a talented local art-
ist capable of performing 24 hours
nonstop. Recognizing its cultural
importance, the “discovery” was
reported to the Central Government
and piqued the interest of then
Premier Zhou Enlai.

In 1951, then, a young Beijing-
based musician called Wan
Tongshu (1923-2023) was tasked
with a mission to preserve the art
of Mugam in Xinjiang.

Accompanied by his wife
Lian Xiaomei and their 1-year-
old daughter, Wan embarked on a
train journey to the western region.
That same year saw the official
formation of the Xinjiang Twelve
Mugam Organizing Task Group,
with Wan appointed as its leader.
In the years that followed, Wan
worked closely with ethnic poets
and artists to undertake and com-
plete the recording, arrangement,
notation and translation of all the
lyrics for the Twelve Muqam, as
performed by Tuerdi Ahong.

“The recordings were a crucial
step. They marked an unprecedent-
ed feat,” Dilixiati recalled.

In 1954, with the introduction
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